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Ayyubid Period (1187-1259 CE) 

1187 CE  SALADIN CONQUERS YERUSHALAYIM 

 

 

Temple Mount: An Unadulterated History 
 

PART THREE: MODERN HISTORY 
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Mamluk Period (1250-1516) 

1267 CE Ramban Arrives in Yerushalayim 
1. Ramban, Letter to his son 

 “Many are its forsaken places, and great is the desecration. The more sacred the place, the greater 

the devastation it has suffered. Jerusalem is the most desolate place of all. ... There are ten men who 

meet on the Sabbaths they hold services at their home. ... Even in its destruction, it is an exceedingly 

good land.” 

 

1313-22CE  Rav Ashturi 

2. Introduction to Sefer Kaftor Voferach 

 

1488 Letters of Rav Ovadiah of Bartenura 

 The nagid in Cairo has authority over all the Jews who are ruled by the king of Egypt. He is authorized by 

the king to imprison and punish any Jew who defies him, and he also appoints judges for every community. The 

present nagid had lived in Jerusalem for many years, but he left because of the corruption of the politicians whom 

the sultan had appointed to collect taxes from the Jews. His name is Rabbi Nathan Hacohen. He is wealthy, wise, 

pious and elderly. He comes from Barbary.  When I first arrived in Cairo, he honored me wonderfully and treated 

me like a loving father. He tried very hard to dissuade me from going to Jerusalem, because of those politicians. All 

the rabbis and scholars who had been in Jerusalem, both Ashkenazi and Sephardi, had fled for their lives, because 

those corrupt politicians had treated them so badly. There had been almost 300 Jewish families in Jerusalem, but 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minyan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shabbat
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they had all left, one by one, to escape the heavy taxes that the politicians had imposed on them. Now, only the poor 

and women are left in Jerusalem, and practically no one of any stature.  These corrupt politicians grew so powerful 

that they sold all the Torah scrolls to Christian merchants to take out of the country. The mantles, ark covers, silver 

pomegranates and other holy utensils were all sold. Nothing, not a shred, was left. In addition to that, there had been 

a vast library of Talmudic and halachic [Jewish law] books donated by the Ashkenazim. The politicians sold all of 

them. 

… 

About three-quarters of a mile from Jerusalem, at a place with rough, descending steps, we saw the praised city, the 

city of our joy. There we tore our garments in accordance with Jewish law. And when we came a little closer and 

saw our holy and beautiful Temple now in ruins, we again tore our garments. We arrived at the gates of Jerusalem 

and entered at noon on the thirteenth of Nissan, 5248. On that day, “our feet stood within your gates, O Jerusalem!” 

(Psalms 122:2).  We were met by an Ashkenazi rabbi who had grown up in Italy, Rabbi Yaakov of San 

Colombano. He brought us to his home, and we stayed with him for Passover.  Most of Jerusalem is in ruins, and it 

goes without saying that there is no wall about it. According to what I was told, a total of 4000 families live in 

Jerusalem. But of these, only 70 are Jewish, the poorest of the poor, who earn no money. Almost everyone lacks 

basic food items. If someone has enough food for the year, he is considered wealthy. There are many old and lonely 

widows, Ashkenazi, Sephardi and from other lands, “seven women to a man” (Isaiah 4:1). 

… 

The Jews of Jerusalem pray in a wonderful manner, praiseworthy and pleasing to God, whose like I haven’t seen 

anywhere else. Every day, even on the Sabbath, the Jews rise one or two hours before dawn.  

… 

I have noticed that the Jews in these Moslem countries have been brought up for many generations to be more God-

fearing than the Jews back home. It would be impossible to find either a Jew or Moslem here who was a heretic or 

held other harmful beliefs. One cannot even find anyone here who philosophizes in the manner of Aristotle and his 

colleagues—”may the name of the evil rot” (Proverbs 10:7). As it happens, someone did come to Cairo from North 

Africa and began to philosophize and disseminate harmful opinions, but the nagid treated him quite strictly and took 

care of the matter. 

… 

No Jew enters the site of the Temple. Many times, the Moslems wanted to hire Jews to work there as wood cutters, 

smiths and so on, but the Jews refused to do so because of their ritual impurity. I wasn’t able to determine whether 

the Moslems go into the Holy of Holies. I asked about the even sh’tiah, the rock that marks the spot where the ark 

had stood. Many people told me with it is enclosed within a tall, beautiful, domed mosque that the Moslems built on 
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the site of the Temple, and that no one is allowed to come before it. According to rumor, the site of the Temple 

contains great wealth, for all the kings who have ruled over Israel have built rooms there lined with gold. It is said 

that the present king built a beautiful structure of gold and precious stones without equal.  The site of the Temple 

today has twelve entrances. The entrance called the “Gates of Compassion” consists of two sealed, metal gates on 

the eastern side of the Temple. The bottom half of these gates is sunk into the earth. It is said that the Moslems tried 

to pull them out a number of times, but weren’t able to do so.  The Western Wall, a part of which is still standing, is 

made of great, thick stones of a size that I didn’t see in any other ancient building, whether in Rome or elsewhere. At 

the northeastern corner of the site of the Temple is a tower built of great stones. I went under that tower. There I saw 

a large hall, supported by a great number of tall pillars. I grew weary walking through there, because it is so 

extensive. It is filled with dirt that was dumped there during the time of the destruction of the Temple. 

 

 

Ottoman Period (1516-1917) 

1520-36  SULEIMAN THE MAGNIFICENT STRENGTHENED 

THE HARAM 
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1622 CE Rav Yeshaya Horowitz arrives in Yerushalayim 

3. Introductory page to his Siddur, Shaar HaShomayim 

 

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112346/jewish/Rabbi-Isaiah-Halevi-Horowitz-The-

Sheloh.htm  

During the early part of his stay in Jerusalem, the governor of the city was Mahmoud Pasha, an 

honest and friendly ruler, and the position of the Jews was not such a severe one. But in the year 

5385 (1625) , a rich Arab from Jerusalem (his name was Ibn Farouk) bribed the Governor in 

Damascus, and bought the ruling powers over Jerusalem. He was blind in one eye, and a wicked, 

cruel man. During the last Shabbos of the month of Teves, he entered the city with 300 armed 

soldiers, and took over the rule. He started to persecute the Jews, and sought all means of 

squeezing money out of them. On Shabbos, the 11th of Elul, he sent his soldiers into the two 

Synagogues of the Ashkenazim and theSefardim, and arrested 15 Rabbis, amongst them the 

Sheloh. He placed a huge ransom on their heads. They remained in prison until Rosh Hashonoh, 

when they were released after superhuman efforts by the community and a large amount of ransom 

money. No longer sure of their lives, Rabbi Isaiah, together with other Ashkenazim, escaped from 

Jerusalem, and went to Tzefas (Safed) in the month of Teves. Later on, the Sheloh settled in 

Tiberias, where he finally ended his gigantic and magnificent work, the "Shnei Luchos Habris," which 

he sent to his children in Prague. Three years later, he died at the age of 70.  

 

4. The Monzon Family History in Jerusalem 

In the year 1701 Rabbi Yehuda Hachasid came to Jerusalem, at the head of a group consisting of several 

hundred people. They settled in the area next to the Ashkenazi synagogue. Rabbi Yehuda Hachasid 

purchased an additional courtyard in the vicinity. Three days after his arrival to Jerusalem, Rabbi Yehuda 

Hachasid very suddenly died. The passing of the head of the community had serious effects on the 

Ashkenazi community of Jerusalem in general, and to members of his community inparticular. On his 

way to Israel, Rabbi Yehuda Hachasid persuaded the communities he passed though to send donations 

to the Land of Israel. On the basis of promises of the community leaders, Rabbi Yehuda Hachasid 

purchased the courtyard adjacent to the courtyard of the Ashkenazi synagogue, but after his death the 

http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112346/jewish/Rabbi-Isaiah-Halevi-Horowitz-The-Sheloh.htm
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/112346/jewish/Rabbi-Isaiah-Halevi-Horowitz-The-Sheloh.htm
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contributions stopped coming, and members of the community who stayed like sheep without a 

shepherd spread out. The Arab creditors saw the entire Ashkenazi community as debtholders, and sued 

them. The Ashkenazis, due to lack of ability to pay, postponed the term of repayment [of the debt]. The 

Arabs, who were desperate to get their money, broke into the synagogue on Shabbat Parashat "Lech 

Lecha", [in] the year 1721, set the inside [of the synagogue] up in flames, destroyed it from the 

foundation to the roof and broke into the homes of Jews who lived in the courtyard adjacent to the 

synagogue, and kicked them out of their homes. The Jews fled for their lives. Some of them went to the 

cities of the galil (northern Israel) and some went to their countries of origin, and the few who remained 

assimilated into the Sephardic community out of fear of the Arab oppressors. 

5. Where Heaven Touches Earth By Dovid Rossoff 
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6. Mark Twain, Innocents Abroad, Chapter LIII 

The population of Jerusalem is composed of Moslems, Jews, 

Greeks, Latins, Armenians, Syrians, Copts, Abyssinians, Greek 

Catholics, and a handful of Protestants. One hundred of the latter 

sect are all that dwell now in this birthplace of Christianity. The 

nice shades of nationality comprised in the above list, and the 

languages spoken by them, are altogether too numerous to 

mention. It seems to me that all the races and colors and tongues 

of the earth must be represented among the fourteen thousand 

souls that dwell in Jerusalem. Rags, wretchedness, poverty and 

dirt, those signs and symbols that indicate the presence of Moslem 

rule more surely than the crescent-flag itself, abound. Lepers, cripples, the blind, and the idiotic, assail 

you on every hand, and they know but one word of but one language apparently—the eternal 

"bucksheesh." To see the numbers of maimed, malformed and diseased humanity that throng the holy 

places and obstruct the gates, one might suppose that the ancient days had come again, and that the 

angel of the Lord was expected to descend at any moment to stir the waters of Bethesda. Jerusalem is 

mournful, and dreary, and lifeless. I would not desire to live here. 
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British Mandate 1917-1948 
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1917  BRITISH CONQUER  YERUSHALAYIM  

 

Allenby enters Jerusalem 1917. Jewish Legion soldiers at the Western Wall after taking part in 1917 

British conquest of Jerusalem 

1896 28,112 8,560 8,748 45,420 Calendar of Palestine for the year 5656 Harrel and Stendel, 1974 

1922 33,971 13,413 14,669 62,578 Census of Palestine (British) Harrel and Stendel, 1974 
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1929 ARAB RIOTS 

 

Published 1929: "Trouble in Palestine-

fanatic Arabs massacre Jews in streets of Jerusalem" 

7. http://www.camera.org/index.asp?x_context=2&x_outlet=118&x_article=1691  

Between 1918 and 1928, the Jewish population in Palestine doubled, to about 150,000. Palestinian Arabs were 
concerned about this and their leaders, with Haj Amin al Husseini at the forefront, fanned the flames of 
hatred and suspicion. Husseini, now the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, used the Western (Wailing) Wall — the 
last remnant of the Jewish Holy Temple compound — as a focal point for his anti-Zionist campaign. 

In September 1928, a small group of Jews erected a "mechitza" (a divider to separate men and women during 
prayers) for Yom Kippur prayers at the Western Wall. The British forcibly dismantled the divider, but 
Husseini used this incident as a pretext to incite Muslims. He accused the Jews of attempting to seize Muslim 
holy sites, including the al Aqsa Mosque. 

A virulent propaganda campaign calling for jihad against the Jews 
resulted in the frequent beating and stoning of Jews worshipping at the 
Wall and culminated in widespread, murderous riots across Palestine in 
August 1929. 

August 15, 1929 was Tisha B'Av, the day on which Jews commemorate 
the destruction of the Holy Temple. Thousands of Jews marched to the 
Wall to protest British restrictions on Jewish prayer there, and to 
reaffirm their Jewish connection to the holy site. They displayed their 
nationalistic fervor by singing Hatikvah (later to become Israel's 
national anthem). The following day, mobs of armed Arab worshippers 

inflamed by anti-Jewish sermons, fell upon Jewish worshippers at the Wall, destroying Jewish prayer books 
and notes placed between the stones of the wall. On August 17, a Jewish boy was killed by Arabs during 
ensuing riots in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Bukharan. 

According to the Davar newspaper of August 20, 1929, incitement against the Jews was rampant, especially in 
the Jerusalem and Hebron area. Rumors were spread that Jews had cursed Islam and intended to take over 

 

Arab rioters on Temple Mount, 1929 (from: Pillar of Fire) 

http://www.camera.org/index.asp?x_context=2&x_outlet=118&x_article=1691
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their holy places; Muslims were told that it was their duty to take revenge. "Defend the Holy Places" became 
the battle cry.  

On August 23, more than 1000 Arabs launched attacks on Jews 
throughout Jerusalem. Forty-seven people were killed. This was 
followed by widespread attacks on Jews throughout Palestine. 
Again, the British forbade Jews to organize armed self-defense 
units and within several days, 133 Jews had been killed and 339 
wounded. Arab attackers sustained high numbers of casualties 
(116), almost all of whom were killed by British police trying to 
quell the violence. Jewish leaders reported that Arab attacks 
showed evidence of organized warfare; Arab assaults on Jewish 
communities extended from as far south as Hebron to Haifa, Safed, Mahanaim and Pekiin in the north. A 
state of emergency was declared and martial law was imposed by the British. 

1948 STATE OF ISRAEL DECLARED.  

Jordainian Rule (1948-1967) 
8. O Jerusalem 
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Israel (1967 – Mashiach) 

1967  Har Habayit Beyadeinu 
9. Six Days of War, Michael Oren 

 

10. Like Dreamers, Yossi Klein HaLevi 
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Jewish Virtual Library 

Today, an Islamic Waqf, or religious committee, manages the Temple Mount, though Israel provides security 

and upholds decisions made by the waqf about access to the site. 

For Jews, visiting the Temple Mount is a very controversial subject- both in terms of religious allowance and 

because non-Muslim prayer is prohibited at the site. Although freedom of access to the site is enshrined as 

law, Israel does not allow non-Muslim prayer on the Mount so as not to offend Muslim worshippers. Beyond 

this, many rabbi's say that since the Jewish Temple's Holy of Holies stood near the center of today's Temple 

Mount, Jews are religiously forbidden from entering the area. 
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Arabs can enter the Temple Mount through one of ten different Muslim-only gates from various sites in the 

Old City. Tourists and Jews are only allowed access to the site through the Mugrabi Gate which is located just 

above to the left of the Kotel, or Western Wall plaza. 

Because of the sensitivity of the Temple Mount, Israelis enforce strict security measures for Jews and 

Muslims alike. For instance, during Friday prayers, any Muslim under the age of 45 is prohibited from 

ascending the mount; a rule put in place in response to young demonstrators throwing stones at Jewish 

worshipers at the Western Wall. Additionally, no Jewish groups can pray in the plazas surrounding the 

mosques or provoke the Muslims. 

 

http://www.camera.org/index.asp?x_context=7&x_issue=4&x_article=1404  

Over the next few years, the Waqf continued with its unilateral, unapproved construction and 

inaugerated a new mosque, called al Aqsa al Qadima. This incorporated the western Hulda gate 

double passageway — the only complete passageway remaining from the time of the Second 

Temple. 

In 1999, after receiving approval to open an emergency exit in the Marwani mosque, the Waqf 

used bulldozers to expand the Solomon's Stable mosque and excavate a massive opening (18,000 

square feet by 36 feet) . As Ha'aretz columnist Nadav Shragai wrote, "For the first time since 

1967, a fleet of dozens of bulldozers and trucks was put to work on the Temple Mount, and 

6,000 tons of earth from the Mount was dug up and removed." Workers dumped this rubble in 

the Kidron Valley. Amir Drori, director of the Antiquities Authority at the time, called it "an 

archeological crime" and Attorney General Elyakim Rubenstein denounced it as "an assault on 

Jewish history." (See "Media Mute on the Temple Mount Desecrations") 

Archeologists claimed that important artifacts from the First and Second Temples were found in 

this rubble, and in 2004, a project to sift the dumped material was initiated. Funded by the City 

of David Foundation and directed by Professor Gabriel Barkai and Tzachi Zweig, archeologists 

and volunteers have uncovered thousands of rare and important artifacts from the First and 

Second Temple periods, as well as from Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman and Early Arab periods, 

among them a rare bulla dating from the First Temple period. 

 

The fight for Jerusalem: radical Islam, the west, and the future of the Holy City, Dore Gold 

“… the removal of archaeological material from the Temple Mount without archaeological supervision 

by the waqf a physical form of Denial of the Temple in Jerusalem” 

 

http://www.camera.org/index.asp?x_context=7&x_issue=4&x_article=1404
http://www.camera.org/index.asp?x_context=2&x_outlet=33&x_article=121
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=776922
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denial_of_the_Temple_in_Jerusalem
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Police Attacked by Palestinian Rioters 
with Molotov Cocktails on Temple Mount 
By Lea Speyer April 13, 2014 

 

Read more at https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/13710/police-attacked-palestinian-rioters-

molotov-cocktails-temple-mount/#lywcHbdF2qLJLoBV.99 

 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/geo/Mount.html  

In 2005, the bridge leading to the Mugrabi Gate collapsed after a landslide occured on the site 

following heavy winter storms and two years later, Israel decided to build a temporary, detour 

bridge to ensure non-Muslim access to the Mount. Israel had also considered renovating the 

centuries-old bridge, but their decision was widely assailed by Palestinians as an attempt to 

destroy their historical site. Though this claim was patently false, Israel decided to not go ahead 

with construction so as not to inflame an already volatile region. 

In 2011, the Western Wall Foundation forced the government to close the four-year old 

temporary bridge leading to the Mugrabi Gate for fear that its instability could lead to its 

collapsing. 

 

https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/author/leaspeyer/
https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/13710/police-attacked-palestinian-rioters-molotov-cocktails-temple-mount/
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/geo/Mount.html
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Temple Mount activist shot, seriously hurt outside Jerusalem’s Begin Center 

October 29, 2014  

A prominent Temple Mount activist was seriously injured Wednesday evening when he was shot 

outside the Jerusalem’s Begin Center following a conference about the Jewish presence on the 

Temple Mount. Rabbi Yehudah Glick, the head of the Temple Mount Faithful organization, was 

shot at least three times by an unidentified assailant wearing a helmet, who police said fled the 

scene on a motorcycle. The Israel Police put up roadblocks and are searching the area for the 

perpetrator. 

 

http://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinian-rioters-attack-police-on-temple-mount/  

Palestinian rioters attack police on Temple Mount 

Several wounded as rocks, Molotov cocktails hurled at security forces, who push protesters back into Al-

Aqsa Mosque 

BY TIMES OF ISRAEL STAFF July 26, 2015 

Dozens of masked Palestinian protesters hurled rocks, Molotov cocktails and firecrackers at 

police officers on the Temple Mount compound in Jerusalem’s Old City Sunday morning, before 

being pushed back into the Al-Aqsa Mosque by security forces who were rushed to the area. 

According to police, the protesters had stockpiled homemade explosives, firecrackers and 

wooden boards inside the mosque, with the intention of attacking thousands of Jewish 

worshipers gathered below for prayers at the Western Wall on Tisha B’Av, a fast and day of 

mourning that commemorates the destruction of the first and second Jewish Temples. 

 

Times of Israel, October 25th 2015 http://www.timesofisrael.com/jerusalem-mufti-denies-temple-

mount-ever-housed-jewish-shrine/  

http://www.timesofisrael.com/palestinian-rioters-attack-police-on-temple-mount/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/writers/times-of-israel-staff/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/jerusalem-mufti-denies-temple-mount-ever-housed-jewish-shrine/
http://www.timesofisrael.com/jerusalem-mufti-denies-temple-mount-ever-housed-jewish-shrine/
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Jerusalem mufti: Temple Mount never housed Jewish 

Temple  
Sheikh Muhammad Ahmad Hussein says Al-Aqsa Mosque has been atop disputed holy site ‘since 

creation of the world’ 

Keep Jerusalem Brochure 

 

 

Why the Big Secret?  
1. Devarim 12:1-28 

תַן ה' א   ר נָּ ץ אֲשֶּ רֶּ אָּ שְמְרוּן לַעֲשׂוֹת בָּ ר תִּ ים אֲשֶּ טִּ שְפָּ ים וְהַמִּ ה הַחֻקִּ יךָ לְךָ לְרִּ -אֵלֶּ ר לֹקֵי אֲבֹתֶּ ים אֲשֶּ ל הַיָּמִּ הּ כָּ שְתָּ
ים  ם יֹרְשִּ ר אַתֶּ ם אֲשֶּ ם הַגּוֹיִּ בְדוּ שָּ ר עָּ ל הַמְקֹמוֹת אֲשֶּ ת כָּ ה: אַבֵד תְאַבְדוּן אֶּ מָּ אֲדָּ ים עַל הָּ ם חַיִּ ת אַתֶּ ם אֶּ אֹתָּ

תַצְתֶּ  ן: וְנִּ ל עֵץ רַעֲנָּ עוֹת וְתַחַת כָּ ים וְעַל הַגְּבָּ מִּ רָּ ים הָּ רִּ הָּ ם עַל הֶּ לֹהֵיהֶּ ם א  ת מַצֵבֹתָּ ם אֶּ בַרְתֶּ ם וְשִּ זְבְחֹתָּ ת מִּ ם אֶּ
קוֹם הַהוּא: לאֹ תַעֲ  ן הַמָּ ם מִּ ת שְמָּ ם אֶּ בַדְתֶּ ם תְגַדֵעוּן וְאִּ לֹהֵיהֶּ ילֵי א  אֵש וּפְסִּ שְׂרְפוּן בָּ ם תִּ -שׂוּן כֵן לַה' א  וַאֲשֵרֵיהֶּ

ל ם אֶּ י אִּ ם: כִּ בְחַר ה' לֹקֵיכֶּ ר יִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ ם -א   הַמָּ ה: לֹקֵיכֶּ מָּ אתָּ שָּ דְרְשוּ וּבָּ כְנוֹ תִּ ם לְשִּ ת שְמוֹ שָּ שׂוּם אֶּ ם לָּ בְטֵיכֶּ ל שִּ כָּ מִּ
ם וּבְכֹרֹ  דְבֹתֵיכֶּ ם וְנִּ דְרֵיכֶּ ם וְנִּ דְכֶּ ם וְאֵת תְרוּמַת יֶּ ם וְאֵת מַעְשְׂרֹתֵיכֶּ בְחֵיכֶּ ם וְזִּ ה עֹלֹתֵיכֶּ מָּ ם שָּ ם וַהֲבֵאתֶּ ת בְקַרְכֶּ

פְנֵ  ם לִּ ם שָּ ם: וַאֲכַלְתֶּ ר בֵרַכְךָ ה' א  -י ה' א  וְצאֹנְכֶּ ם אֲשֶּ תֵיכֶּ ם וּבָּ ם אַתֶּ דְכֶּ שְלַח יֶּ ם בְכֹל מִּ ם וּשְׂמַחְתֶּ יךָ: לאֹ -לֹקֵיכֶּ לֹקֶּ
ל הַמְנ ה אֶּ תָּ ם עַד עָּ אתֶּ י לאֹ בָּ יו: כִּ ר בְעֵינָּ ל הַיָּשָּ יש כָּ ים פֹה הַיוֹם אִּ ר אֲנַחְנוּ עֹשִּׂ ל הַנַחֲלָּ תַעֲשׂוּן כְכֹל אֲשֶּ ה וְאֶּ ה וּחָּ
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ר ה' א   ר ה' א  -אֲשֶּ ץ אֲשֶּ רֶּ אָּ ם בָּ ישַבְתֶּ ת הַיַרְדֵן וִּ ם אֶּ ךְ: וַעֲבַרְתֶּ יךָ נֹתֵן לָּ ל -לֹקֶּ כָּ ם מִּ כֶּ יחַ לָּ ם וְהֵנִּ תְכֶּ יל אֶּ ם מַנְחִּ לֹקֵיכֶּ
טַח: ם בֶּ ישַבְתֶּ יב וִּ בִּ סָּ ם מִּ בְחַר ה' אֹיְבֵיכֶּ ר יִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ יָּה הַמָּ ם בוֹ לְשַכֵן שְ -א   וְהָּ ר לֹקֵיכֶּ ל אֲשֶּ יאוּ אֵת כָּ בִּ ה תָּ מָּ ם שָּ מוֹ שָּ

דְרוּ ר תִּ ם אֲשֶּ דְרֵיכֶּ בְחַר נִּ ם וְכֹל מִּ דְכֶּ ם וּתְרֻמַת יֶּ ם מַעְשְׂרֹתֵיכֶּ בְחֵיכֶּ ם וְזִּ ם עוֹלֹתֵיכֶּ תְכֶּ ה אֶּ י מְצַוֶּּ נֹכִּ ם  אָּ לַה': וּשְׂמַחְתֶּ
פְנֵי ה' א   ם וְ -לִּ ם וְעַבְדֵיכֶּ ם וּבְנֹתֵיכֶּ ם וּבְנֵיכֶּ ם אַתֶּ ה לֹקֵיכֶּ ק וְנַחֲלָּ י אֵין לוֹ חֵלֶּ ם כִּ ר בְשַעֲרֵיכֶּ י אֲשֶּ ם וְהַלֵוִּ אַמְהֹתֵיכֶּ

ה: רְאֶּ ר תִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ ל מָּ יךָ בְכָּ ה עֹלֹתֶּ ן תַעֲלֶּ ר לְךָ פֶּ מֶּ שָּ ם: הִּ תְכֶּ בְחַר ה' אִּ ר יִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ ם בַמָּ י אִּ ם  כִּ יךָ שָּ טֶּ בְאַחַד שְבָּ
ה  ם תַעֲשֶּׂ יךָ וְשָּ ה עֹלֹתֶּ רְכַת ה' א  תַעֲלֶּ ר כְבִּ שָּׂ כַלְתָּ בָּ זְבַח וְאָּ ל אַוַּת נַפְשְךָ תִּ ךָּ: רַק בְכָּ י מְצַוֶּּ נֹכִּ ר אָּ ר -כֹל אֲשֶּ יךָ אֲשֶּ לֹקֶּ

שְ  ץ תִּ רֶּ אָּ ם לאֹ תאֹכֵלוּ עַל הָּ אַיָּל: רַק הַדָּ י וְכָּ נוּ כַצְבִּ הוֹר יאֹכְלֶּ מֵא וְהַטָּ יךָ הַטָּ רֶּ ל שְעָּ תַן לְךָ בְכָּ נוּנָּ ם: לאֹ תוּכַל  פְכֶּ יִּ כַמָּ
דֹ  ר תִּ יךָ אֲשֶּ רֶּ ל נְדָּ ךָ וְכָּ רְךָ וְצאֹנֶּ ךָ וּבְכֹרֹת בְקָּ רֶּ צְהָּ ירֹשְךָ וְיִּ נְךָ וְתִּ יךָ מַעְשַׂר דְגָּ רֶּ שְעָּ כֹל בִּ א  י לֶּ ךָ: כִּ דֶּ יךָ וּתְרוּמַת יָּ דְבֹתֶּ ר וְנִּ

פְנֵי ה' א   ם לִּ נוּ-אִּ יךָ תאֹכְלֶּ בְחַר ה לֹקֶּ ר יִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ ר -א   'בַמָּ י אֲשֶּ ךָ וְהַלֵוִּ תֶּ ךָ וְעַבְדְךָ וַאֲמָּ תֶּ נְךָ וּבִּ ה וּבִּ יךָ בוֹ אַתָּ לֹקֶּ
פְנֵי ה' א   מַחְתָּ לִּ יךָ וְשָּׂ רֶּ שְעָּ ךָ:-בִּ תֶּ יךָ עַל אַדְמָּ ל יָּמֶּ י כָּ ת הַלֵוִּ ן תַעֲזֹב אֶּ ר לְךָ פֶּ מֶּ שָּ ךָ: הִּ שְלַח יָּדֶּ יךָ בְכֹל מִּ  לֹקֶּ

יב ה' א   י יַרְחִּ ל אַוַּ -כִּ ר בְכָּ שָּׂ כֹל בָּ א  ה נַפְשְךָ לֶּ י תְאַוֶּּ ר כִּ שָּׂ ה בָּ מַרְתָּ אֹכְלָּ ךְ וְאָּ ר לָּ בֶּ ר דִּ ת גְּבוּלְךָ כַאֲשֶּ יךָ אֶּ ת נַפְשְךָ לֹקֶּ
מְךָ רְחַק מִּ י יִּ ר: כִּ שָּׂ בְחַר ה'תאֹכַל בָּ ר יִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ ם וְזָּ -א   הַמָּ שׂוּם שְמוֹ שָּ יךָ לָּ תַן ה' לְךָ לֹקֶּ ר נָּ צאֹנְךָ אֲשֶּ רְךָ וּמִּ בְקָּ בַחְתָּ מִּ

ל כֵ  אַיָּ ת הָּ י וְאֶּ ת הַצְבִּ כֵל אֶּ ר יֵאָּ ךָ: אַךְ כַאֲשֶּ יךָ בְכֹל אַוַּת נַפְשֶּ רֶּ שְעָּ כַלְתָּ בִּ ךָ וְאָּ יתִּ וִּּ ר צִּ הוֹר כַאֲשֶּ מֵא וְהַטָּ נוּ הַטָּ ן תאֹכְלֶּ
לְתִּ  נוּ: רַק חֲזַק לְבִּ ו יאֹכְלֶּ ץ יַחְדָּ רֶּ אָּ נוּ עַל הָּ ר: לאֹ תאֹכְלֶּ שָּׂ ם הַבָּ ש עִּ פֶּ ש וְלאֹ תאֹכַל הַנֶּ פֶּ ם הוּא הַנָּ י הַדָּ ם כִּ י אֲכֹל הַדָּ

ר בְעֵינֵי ה': רַ  ה הַיָּשָּ י תַעֲשֶּׂ יךָ כִּ יךָ אַחֲרֶּ נֶּ יטַב לְךָ וּלְבָּ נוּ לְמַעַן יִּ ם: לאֹ תאֹכְלֶּ יִּ נוּ כַמָּ שְפְכֶּ רתִּ יךָ אֲשֶּ שֶּ דָּ הְיוּ לְךָ  ק קָּ יִּ
אתָּ  א וּבָּ שָּ יךָ תִּ רֶּ בְחַר ה' וּנְדָּ ר יִּ קוֹם אֲשֶּ ל הַמָּ זְבַח ה' א  אֶּ ם עַל מִּ ר וְהַדָּ שָּׂ יךָ הַבָּ יתָּ עֹלֹתֶּ שִּׂ פֵךְ -: וְעָּ שָּ יךָ יִּ חֶּ יךָ וְדַם זְבָּ לֹקֶּ

זְבַח ה' א   רִּ -עַל מִּ ל הַדְבָּ מַעְתָּ אֵת כָּ ר תאֹכֵל: שְמֹר וְשָּ שָּׂ יךָ וְהַבָּ יךָ לֹקֶּ נֶּ יטַב לְךָ וּלְבָּ ךָּ לְמַעַן יִּ י מְצַוֶּּ נֹכִּ ר אָּ ה אֲשֶּ אֵלֶּ ים הָּ
ר בְעֵינֵי ה' א   ה הַטוֹב וְהַיָּשָּ י תַעֲשֶּׂ ם כִּ יךָ עַד עוֹלָּ יךָ:-אַחֲרֶּ       לֹקֶּ

2.  Sefer Moreh Nevuchim III:45 

שאברהם צוה , אצל רביםכ שהמקום אשר ייחדו אברהם בנבואה היה ידוע אצל משה רבינו ו"ואין ספק אצלי ג
הכא ' ואמר קדם ה, ופלח וצלי אברהם תמן באתרא ההוא, כמו שבאר המתרגם ואמר, אותם שיהיה בית עבודה

' אבל רמז אליו ואמר אל המקום אשר יבחר ה, ואשר לא התבאר בתורה ולא נזכר בפרט', יהון פלחין דריא וכו
כשידעו שזה  ו בו האומות וילחמו עליו מלחמה חזקהשלא יחזיק ,האחת מהן, יש בו אצלי שלש חכמות', וגו

. וישחיתוהו בכל יכלתם שלא יפסידוהו מי שהוא בידם עתה ,והשנית. המקום מן הארץ הוא תכלית התורה
והיה נופל עליו מן המחלוקת , שלא יבקש כל שבט היותו בנחלתו ולמשול בו ,והיא החזקה שבהם, והשלישית

ולזה באה המצוה שלא יבנה בית הבחירה אלא אחר הקמת מלך שיצוה , הוהקטטה כמו שנפל בבקשת הכהונ
 .כמו שבארנו בספר שופטים, לבנותו ותסתלק המחלוקת

3. Klei Yakar, Devarim 12:4 

. א בספרו"זכרם מהרי, נתן הרב המורה שלשה טעמים בדבר, ולא גילה את המקום מיד'" אשר יבחר ה"ומה שנאמר 
' ה"וקרא שמו " על אחד ההרים אשר אומר אליך"אפילו לאברהם לא גילה מיד ואמר  כי, ואומר אני שיש סוד בדבר

וקרוב לשמוע שלכך לא גילהו שלא ינהגו בזיון בשילה ונוב וגבעון . כי הוא יתברך הרואה ואין איתנו יודע עד מה" יראה
 .כשידעו בבירור שלא זו הנחלה והמנוחה

 


