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. Introduction

a. Welcome

b. Systematic and Comprehensive Jewish Adult Education
c. One Aspect/Topic Each Week

d. Framework, Not Philosophy

. What?

a. Biblical (10, 613) — Positive and Negative
b. Interpretations

c. Rabbinic
d. Customs
e. Ritual
f. Civil

. Why?

a. Revealed and Hidden
b. Deeper Reasons
c. Framework for Jewish Life

. When? Where?
a. Yutorah.org

. Course Structure and Objectives
Schedule

Sources Quoted

Missed Classes

Components, Categories, Process
Research Resources

o oo o

. Conclusion



Sources

1) bTalmud, Yoma 67b

Our Rabbis taught: ‘My ordinances [mishpatim] 0°727 - WYN SVAWwH DR+ 77 XIP21: +7127 11N
you shall do’ (Lev. 18:4), i.e. such 237 19KY 12027 X7 107 12031 (KD) RONORW
commandments which, if they were not written 2731 ,0°77 NI2DWI N1 M9 0% ATy
[in Scripture], they should by right have been TOWAY 02927 - 17NAWN NP NXY .OWE 107
written and these are they: [the laws STT N2OIR 1KY T0Y D2OWn DWW NN
concerning] idolatry, immorality and YWY ,YNEA N0 AN NRXOOM L TI0VY NWOaN
bloodshed, robbery and blasphemy. ‘And my TIN%N - O IMIN AW RN RPW 720w
statutes [huqqim] you shall keep’ (ibid.), i.e. 72 PRI, PNPRA IR - TOIRE TR 017
such commandments to which Satan objects. L1712 9772 M

2) Guide, I11:31

There is a group of human beings who consider it a grievous thing that causes should be
given for any law; what would please them most is that the intellect would not find a
meaning for the commandments and prohibitions. What compels them to feel this is a
sickness that they find in their souls...For they think that if those laws were useful in this
existence and had been given to us for this or that reason, it would be as if they derived
from the reflection and the understanding of some intelligent being. If, however, there is a
thing for which the intellect could not find any meaning at all and that does not lead to
something useful, it indubitably derives from God; for the reflection of man would not lead
to such a thing. Itis as if, according to these people of weak intellects, man were more
perfect than his Maker; for man speaks and acts in a manner that leads to some intended
end, whereas the deity does not act thus, but commands us to do things that are not useful
to us and forbids us to do things that are not harmful to us.

3) Deuteronomy 4:6

Keep them therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom D00 X173 ARy aneyy (0
and your understanding in the sigh of the nations, who shall YL WK DORYT Y7 001N
hear all these statutes, and say, Surely, this great nation is a QY P2 MR AR 2P0 92 DX
wise and understanding people. ;7 21737 937 192)) 2o

4) Guide I11:27

The Law as a whole aims at two things: the welfare of the soul and the welfare of the body.
As for the welfare of the soul, it consists in the multitude’s acquiring correct opinions
corresponding to their respective capacity...As for the welfare of the body, it comes about
by the improvement of their ways of living one with another...For it has already been
demonstrated that man has two perfections: a first perfection, which is the perfection of
the body, and an ultimate perfection, which is the perfection of the soul...The true law
then...has come to bring us both perfections, I mean the welfare of the states of people in
their relations with one another through the abolition of reciprocal wrongdoing and
through the acquisition of a noble and excellent character.
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5) bTalmud, Sanhedrin 21b

Rabbi [saac said: why were the reason for the Torah not
revealed? Because in two verses reasons were revealed, and
the greatest man in the world stumbled on them. It states
‘He shall not take for himself many wives [lest they turn his
heart away]|’ (Deut 17:17). Solomon said, ‘I shall take many
and I shall not be turned away.’ Yet Scripture writes ‘And at
the time of Solomon’s old age his wives turned his heart’ (I
Kings, 11:4).

6) Bet Halevi, Exodus 13
Rabbi Yitzhak Zev Soloveitchik
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It seems more likely to me that this n"Y I YT TSN DITA 122 1R AWNSAT RN N QIR

(‘And you shall tell your children on D0NMPIORT D377 TXY 701127 P IR WYY D01
that day’) is referring to an educated 1RW QYD 1R WX2°W "R N¥A? D7V QMR D700
older child who already knows 21,7270 2P MEAT 20201 120w 1R 19K 0°InTa T
about the Exodus. However, his DOVAINY TIRAAD AT DYIMIT DNYTA DOWAWNT QVIRDYIT N

heartis turning towards heresy and 772 R 02%7 0712w M2°on 1AT INIRD IR NIMW 7307 17 71X
Saying that the commandments have 7712 XYY NIAR 717712 KD 73072 10R) 0PN IR P IR AT3
reasons that are no longer relevant - 2°M?237 07727 X*3791 712 TIRA? "% PR ,0°11237 070272

and so they are no longer obligatoryl 270 XN AWyl ovoa 552wa X7 MEAT MYy 952 5922 35N
as the Reform say... XM 70D MIOTAT IPRIT MDY, AV R MXAT MW7 9N
However regarding reasons the 191,7oR002 OpXa 2005 ROWY DRATY 137 7 72772 wrw

truth is that it is not the reason that W7 222 ¥ X219 1% 2amn2 ov18nn 5w 1"y 5027 1001
compels the mitvah, but the mitzvah 12 PRT YW 5w 1PMRPR 22 19001 A1) ,MXni 922 X 1)
that compels the reason...for every KX 72001 Mxan Hva avei Hvana7 Mt WL opn

mitzvah in its deeper essence its
reason is not known to us...

7) Emunot V’'Deot, R’ Saadiah Gaon

[The Jewish nation is] a nation only by virtue of its laws.
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