Yeshiva University Presents a Community Day of Learning
Hosted by the Young Israel of Phoenix in conjunction with
Congregation Beth Joseph and the Phoenix Community Kollel

A SPECIAL YOM HAATZMAUT
CELEBRATION

Monday, April 23

Young Israel of Phoenix ¢ 745 East Maryland, Suite 225 ¢ Phoenix, AZ 85014 « (602) 265-8888

6 p.m. * Chavrusa Learning in memory of Israel’s fallen soldiers

INHERENT MAGIC OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

6:50 p.m. * Mincha and Maariv

7:15 p.m. * Lecture by Rabbi Ezra Schwartz

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY -
BEGINNING OF THE ULTIMATE REDEMPTION?

Babysitting is available during the entire program in the youth
building behind the shul.
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Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Legacy Heritage Fund Center for the PER{:L?I%

Theological Seminary | raseivicenmichmenswmarve | JeWish Future LIMITED"

SUPPORT FOR THE LEGACY HERITAGE FUND RABBINIC ENRICHMENT INITIATIVE HAS BEEN GENEROUSLY PROVIDED
BY LEGACY HERITAGE FUND LIMITED.




Rabbi Ezra Schwartz currently serves in a variety of capacities in Yeshiva
University and RIETS. For the past two years he has served as a Rebbe in
the Irving I. Stone Beit Medrash Program and is the examiner for the Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. Additionally, Rabbi Schwartz serves as
the Assistant to University President Richard M. Joel. In this capacity he
helps the President with his communications and keeps him abreast of many
of the goings on in the Jewish world.

Rabbi Schwartz was ordained by RIETS in 2001. Since that time he has
studied in the Beren Institute for Advanced Talmudic Studies (Kollel Elyon)
2001-2004. He is currently completing his studies for the advanced Yadin
Yadin ordination, which will enable him to serve as a rabbinic judge. Rabbi
Schwartz received his BA magna cum laude from YU in 1996. He received an
MA in Medieval Jewish History from the Bernard Revel Graduate School in
2005 and has recently completed a second MA in Secondary Jewish
Education from the Azrielli School of Jewish Education. He has authored a
number of articles in rabbinic journals and has lectured widely.



THE INHERANT MAGIC OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

What defines the Land of Israel. Is it a country like any other, albeit with additional

obligations, or is it unique?
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Misﬂuaﬁ Y13 bn oy myn b3 — Every commandment that is dependent on the land®  namm K

Y13 k9 — applies only in the Land of lsrael;

yaxa mbn s — and every commandment

that is not dependent on the land y9xY% iy1na P21 yax2 pa nam — applies both in the Land of Israel and

outside the Land;
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wOnw 1237 w17 — R’ Simlai expounded:  mwm mxn: o umn
5% yaxy 21275 1137 — Why did Moses our Teacher desire to
enter Erelz Yisrael? 7y i mmen 5ioxb 21 — Did he need
to eat of its fruit 9™y x7 731w 112w5 & — or did he need to
sate himself with its bounty? Certainly not!  mwn 9K 72 x5x
— Rather, this is what Moses said to himself: oy miynna9n
5%7w1 — “There are many mitzvos that the Jewish people
have been commanded 527t paxa 8o pampnn e — that
cannot be fulfilled except in Eretz Yisrael. yasb g oiox —
I will enter the Land 1 5y 1972 mavpnw v12 — so that all
[the mitzves] will be fulfilled through me." wi7pa 1% qas
x11 M2 — The Holy One, Blessed is He, said to him, 2%
13w 5375 ®7r wpan nns — Do you seek anything other than
to gain reward? mx onwy 1Ra POy uK Ay — Even
though vou will not enter Eretz Yisrael to have those mitzvos per-
formed. Iwill reckon it for vou as if you had performed them,'



as it says:™ 237212 ponx 195, — Therefore, I will assign  himself to suffer death in a bid to protect the Jewish people, as it
him a portion from the multitudes S5 phm DRWYNE —  sayst®! o K3 umn PECoRY,, = “And now if You would but
and he will divide spoils with the mighty — myawx non  forgive their sin! — but if not, erase me now etc. from Your Book
w23 e — in refurn for having poured out his soul for death  that You have written.” “TIRY OWWENRY,, — and being
) oywe Ny — and being counted among the wicked, wxm  counted for the wicked means 37 *mu oy MMy — that
Ky omav-xon — yet he bore the sin of the multitudes, [Moses] was counted with those that died in the desert,[*
e Bwwby — and prayed for the wicked. This verse should  even though he was innocent of their wrongdoing. Kim,,
be understood as follows: 01272 12-pnK 13%., — Therefore, I "RYI D3 RON — yet he bore the sin of the multitudes, '1::13:1:.!
will assign him a portion from the multitudes. ©nINXy N2 5w npyn Yy — for [Moses] atoned for the incident involving
oKy &9 — One might think that Moses will be assigned a  the Golden Calf.  ~ywgy pwweb, — and he prayed tyafgia)
portion like one of the later righteous men, but not like one of  for the wicked, m3WN2 TIIMY 27w wuns by owne vy —
the earlier righteous men. % "mn — Scripture says: for he beseeched God for mercy that the sinners of Israel
Shw phm ownxy nmy, — and he will divide spoils with the should repent./” ~pgn M99n k9% MYE PR — And the verb
mighty, Moses will be assigned a portion  3py" pny¥r 077383 —  pegiah refers to none other than prayer, as it says: TnKY,,
like those of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 773 vy 1w nva oyg-wa SSenn o — And you, [Jeremiah] — do not pray
myn21 — who were mighty in Torah and mitzvos. “wxnnn., for this people; m9nn M7 07v2 REn-5x — do not speak up
WD) N 1y — in return for having poured out his soul for  for them with a cry and a prayer, 13°¥28n-58) — and do not
death. ~mpw nomh myy onw — For [Moses] sacrificed  entreaf (tifga) Me.'” '

What do these sources show, is the obligation to live in Israel instrumental- aimed exclusively
at the opportunity performing the Mitzvot of the Land, or is the obligation to live in Israel
independent of Mitzvot which we can perform? In which ways might Moshe Rabbeinu be
different than other people?

What do we see from Abraham's desire to buy a plot of land in Israel?
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NV YN, NTYD NPIN-TX PN ©* 19 And he bought the parcel of ground, where he had spread his
—-DVY 1IN NN 7?’3 JONNOY tent at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for a
YR 0T hundred pieces of money.
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19. THE PARCEL OF GROUND. A portion in the field.#! Scripture
mentions this?2 to inform us of the greatness of the land of Israel.
Whosoever has a portion in it is as though he had a portion in the world

to come.

What is the scope of the commandment to live in Israel? Does one fulfill the Mitzva by
walking in Israel?

Why did Rabbi Abba kiss the ground of Israel? What exactly did he kiss? How does this
relate to our question? What impact could this question have on the Modern day practice of
selling the Land of Israel to non Jews to obviate the prohibitions of shemitta?
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What is unique in Israel according to the Gemara in Taanit and according to Ramban?

MEYI KW Y OV MK Iwn YR YK — THE HOLY ONE,
BLESSED IS HE, PERSONALLY WATERS THE LAND OF ISRAEL, 53
mbw 1 Sy M3 09wT — BUTALL the rest of THE WORLD is watered
BY AN AGENT of God.Fl - qnRaw — ASTTIS STATED:Y o 1.,
PR MB2Y — WHO GIVES RAIN UPON THE FACE OF THE LAND, a
reference to the Land of Israel ' ~niwan yz-%y om nbun — anp
SENDS WATER UPON THE FACE OF THE OUTSKIRTS, a reference to all
the other lands, which are watered by God's agents.
The Baraisa continues:

DM M MW KW IR — THE LAND OF ISRAEL DRINKS RAIN
WATER, which is especially blessed,  nesnnn 1923 ohwn b3 -
BUT ALL the rest of THE WORLD drinks FROM THE REMNANT water
of the clouds, which is not as blessed ¥ pKIw — ASITIS STATED:
M YIS N9TIY 08 TN, — WHO GIVES RAIN UPON THE FACE OF
THE LAND, which mentions that =, blessed “rain,” descends on
the Land of lsrael, ErC. [and sends water upon the face of the
outskirts ], which mentions that only o, ordinary “water,” falls
onto the other lands.
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;TO2Y ANY TPON) ,NIND XnLM N5 25 And the land was defiled, therefore I did visit the iniquity thereof
TPIV-NN L NIND XPM  upon it, and the land vomited out her inhabitants.
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95. AND THE LAND WAS DEFILED, THEREFORE DID I
VISIT THE INIQUITY THEREOF UPON IT, AND THE LAND
VOMITED OUT HER INHABITANTS. Scripture was very strict in
forbidding these sexual relationships on account of the Land which
becomes defiled by them, and which in turn will vomit out the people
that do [these abominations]. Now forbidden sexual relationships are
matters affecting personal conduct, and do not depend on the Land,
[so why should the Land be affected by these personal immoral acts]?
But the secret of the matter is in the verse which states, When the Most
High gave to the nations their inheritance, when He separated the
children of men, He set the borders of the people, etc. For the portion
of the Eternal s His people etc. ** The meaning thereof is as follows:
The Glorious Name **' created everything and He placed the power of
the lower creatures in the higher beings, giving over each and every
nation in their lands, after their nations *** some known star or
constellation, as is known by means of astrological speculation. It is
with reference to this that it is said, which the Eternal thy G-d hath
allotted unto all the people, * for He allotted to all nations
constellations in the heavens, and higher above them are the angels of
the Supreme One whom He placed as lords over them, as it is written,
But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me, *** and it is
written, lo, the prince of Greece shall come. ** They are called
“kings,” as it is written [there], and I was left over there beside the
kings of Persia. *** Now the Glorious Name **"' is G-d of gods, and
Lord of lords ** over the whole world. But the Land of Israel, which is
in the middle of the inhabited earth, ** is the inheritance of the
Fternal designated to His Name. He has placed none of the angels as
chief, observer, or ruler ™ over it, since He gave it as a heritage to His
people who declare the Unity of His Name, the seed of His beloved
ones [i.e., the patriarchs}. It is with reference to this that He said, and
ye shall be Mine own treasure from among all peoples; for all the
earth &5 Mine, * and it is further written, so shall ye be My people,
and 1 will be your G-d, ** and you will not be subject to other powers
at all, Now He [also] sanctified the people who dwell in His Land with
the sanctity of observing the laws against forbidden sexual
relationships, and with the abundant commandments, so that they
[His people] would be dedicated to His Name. It is for this reason that
He said, And ye shall keep all My statutes, and all Mine ordinances,
and do them, that the Land, whither T bring you to dwell therein,
vomat you not out, **! and it is further written, But I have said unto
you: ‘Ye shall inherit their Land, and I will give it unto you to possess
i’ ... Iam the Eternal your G-d, Who have set you apart from the
peoples, *® meaning to say, that He has set us apart from all the
nations over whom He appointed princes and other celestial powers,
by giving us the Land [of Israel] so that He, blessed be He, will be our
G-d, and we will be dedicated to His Name. Thus the Land which is
the inheritance of the Glorious Name, will vomit out all those who
defile it and will not tolerate worshippers of idols, nor those who
practise immorality.
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X 37 MK — Rav Assi said:  nx79731 — And in regard to
the sacrifice brought for an erronecus ruling — i.e. the communal-
error bull —  brawy yax vawt 219 nx 790 — follow the
majority of the inhabitants of Eretz Yisrael, and do not take
into account the Jews living in the Diaspora. “xaw — For it is
stated regarding the celebration of the dedication of the Temple

by Solomon:™"  ana-nx xea-nea mabe wym,, — And Solomon
instituted at that time the celebration, SR v Sxqerby
Y11 — and all Israel was with him, a huge eungregaﬁﬂn,:
BrIyn M-y non xiabn — from the approach to Hamath until
the River of Egypt, oK ‘1Y — before Hashem, our God,
VO WY NY3IN DN N omy nyaw — for seven days and
seven (more) days, fourteen days.
Rav Assi develops his proof:

128 — Now, let us see. o113 bz oy Dxvt-b,, any - Itis
wrii_:ben and all Israel was with him, a Finge i:ungregaﬁan.
"> "o ovavn Sy non xiabm,, — Why then do I need the
additional phrase, from the approach to Hamath until the River
of Egypt? nymypw — Derive fromthis  Ypmprxy i —
that it is only these Jews who live within the hﬂ;dﬂrlﬂ of Eretz
Yisrael“! that are referred to as the “congregation,” 737 bax
Y M K5 — but those Jews who live elsewhere are n::-{:
referred to as the “congregation.*
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1 If one be found slain in the land which the LORD
thy God giveth thee to possess it, lying in the field,
and it be not known who hath smitten him;

2 then thy elders and thy judges shall come forth,
and they shall measure unto the cities which are
round about him that is slain.

3 And it shall be, that the city which is nearest unto
the slain man, even the elders of that city shall take
a heifer of the herd, which hath not been wrought
with, and which hath not drawn in the yoke.

4 And the elders of that city shall bring down the
heifer unto a rough valley, which may neither be
plowed nor sown, and shall break the heifer's neck
there in the valley.

5 And the priests the sons of Levi shall come near--
for them the LORD thy God hath chosen to minister
unto Him, and to bless in the name of the LORD;
and according to their word shall every controversy
and every stroke be.

6 And all the elders of that city, who are nearest
unto the slain man, shall wash their hands over the
heifer whose neck was broken in the valley.

7 And they shall speak and say: 'Our hands have not
shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it.

8 Forgive, O LORD, Thy people Israel, whom Thou
hast redeemed, and suffer not innocent blood to
remain in the midst of Thy people Israel.' And the
blood shall be forgiven them.

9 So shalt thou put away the innocent blood from
the midst of thee, when thou shalt do that which is
right in the eyes of the LORD. {S}
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EVALUATION FORM
PHOENIX COMMUNITY DAY OF LEARNING - APRIL 23, 2007

Please check all answers that apply:

DIam [ 1830 [ 3140 [0 41-50 [O 51-60 [ 60+ yearsold

2) How did you hear about this program? [1 Newspaperad [1 Mailing [] Flyer [ Synagogue announcement

Please check the appropriate box to answer each question

Very Very
Accurate | Accurate | Neutral | Inaccurate | Inaccurate

3) The content was as described in the advertising.

4) The program was well paced within the allotted time.

5) This program was well organized.

6) The venue was adequate.

7) Accommodations and refreshments were adequate.

8) I learned a lot at the program.

9) I would be interested in future similar programs.

10) The program was overall a good experience.

9) What was the best part of the program?

10) What topics would you like to see discussed at future programs?

11) What would you improve for future programs?

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY » CENTER FOR THE JEWISH FUTURE « 500 WEST 185TH STREET « NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10033 «» 212.960.5400 EXTENSION 5763
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