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Character Profiles - Part 1
Haman: The Blindness of Vaulting Ambition

[ have no spur

To prick the sides of my intent, but only
Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself,
And falls on th'other. ... (Macbeth, 1:7)

[) Haman’s Rise and Plot

1 Sometime later, King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, Hammedatha the
Agagite's son, by promoting him above all the officials who worked with
him. 2 All the royal workers at the King's Gate would kneel and bow
facedown to Haman because the king had so ordered. But Mordecai didn't
kneel or bow down. 3 So the royal workers at the King's Gate said to
Mordecai, "Why don't you obey the king's order?" 4 Day after day they
questioned him, but he paid no attention to them. So they let Haman know
about it just to see whether or not Mordecai's words would hold true. (He
had told them that he was a Jew.) 5 When Haman himself saw that
Mordecai didn't kneel or bow down to him, he became very angry. 6 But he
decided not to kill only Mordecai, for people had told him Mordecai's race.
Instead, he planned to wipe out all the Jews, Mordecai's people, throughout
the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus. 7 In the first month (that is, the month of
Nisan) in the twelfth year of the rule of King Ahasuerus, servants threw pur,
namely, dice, in front of Haman to find the best day for his plan. They tried
every day and every month, and the dice chose the thirteenth day of the
twelfth month (that is, the month of Adar). 8 Then Haman said to King
Ahasuerus, "A certain group of people exist in pockets among the other
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from
those of everyone else, and they refuse to obey the king's laws. There's no
good reason for the king to put up with them any longer. 9 If the king wishes,
let a written order be sent out to destroy them, and | will hand over ten
thousand kikkars of silver to those in charge of the king's business. The
silver can go into the king's treasuries." 10 The king removed his royal ring
from his finger and handed it to Haman, Hammedatha the Agagite's son,
enemy of the Jews. 11 The king said to Haman, "Both the money and the
people are under your power. Do as you like with them." 12 So in the first
month, on the thirteenth day, royal scribes were summoned to write down
everything that Haman ordered. The orders were for the king's rulers and
the governors in charge of each province, as well as for the officials of each
people. They wrote in the alphabet of each province and in the language of
each people. They wrote in the name of King Ahasuerus and sealed the order
with the king's royal ring. 13 Fast runners were to take the order to all the
provinces of the king. The order commanded people to wipe out, kill, and
destroy all the Jews, both young and old, even women and little children.
This was to happen on a single day—the thirteenth day of the twelfth month
(that is, the month of Adar). They were also to seize their property. 14 A copy
of the order was to become law in each province and to be posted in public
for all peoples to read. The people were to be ready for this day to do as the
order commanded. 15 Driven by the king's order, the runners left Susa just
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as the law became public in the fortified part of Susa. While the king and
Haman sat down to have a drink, the city of Susa was in total shock.
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The Aggagite — the earlier commentaries explained that this refers to Agag
the king of Amalek. And later commentaries suggest that this Agag is not
the king of Amalek, but rather the name of a Persian family. And there are
those that suggest that the Jews used the term “Agagite” because of his
wickedness, the way we today are accustomed to refer to haters of the Israel
as “Amalek”.
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II) Haman'’s Blindness

9 That day Haman left Esther's place happy, his spirits high, but then he
saw Mordecai in the King's Gate. Mordecai neither stood up nor seemed the
least bit nervous around him, so Haman suddenly felt great rage toward
Mordecai. 10 But Haman held himself back and went on home. He sent
word that his friends and his wife Zeresh should join him there. 11 Haman
boasted to them about his great wealth and his many sons. He told all about
how the king had honored him by promoting him over the officials and high
royal workers. 12 "Best of all," Haman said, "Queen Esther has invited no
one else but me to join the king for food and drinks that she has prepared.
In fact, I've been called to join the king at her place tomorrow! 13 But all this
loses its meaning every time | see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the King's
Gate." 14 So his wife Zeresh and all his friends told him: "Have people
prepare a pointed pole seventy-five feet high. In the morning, tell the king
to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then you can go with the king to the feast
in a happy mood." Haman liked the idea and had the pole prepared.
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[IT) Haman’s Blindness Leads to His Downfall

6 When Haman entered, the king asked him, "What should be done for the
man whom the king really wants to honor?" Haman thought to himself,
Whom would the king really want to honor more than me? 7 So Haman said
to the king, "Here's what should be done for the man the king really wants
to honor. 8 Have servants bring out a royal robe that the king himself has
worn and a horse on which the king himself has ridden. It should have a
royal crest on its head. 9 Then hand over the robe and the horse to another
man, one of the king's officials. Have him personally robe the man whom
the king really wants to honor and lead him on the horse through the city
square. As he goes, have him shout, ‘This is what the king does for the man
he really wants to honor!™ 10 Then the king said to Haman, "Hurry, take
the robe and the horse just as you've said and do exactly that for Mordecai
the Jew, who works at the King's Gate. Don't leave out a single thing you've
said!" 11 So Haman took the robe and the horse and put the robe on
Mordecai. He led him on horseback through the city square, shouting as he
went, "This is what the king does for the man he really wants to honor!" 12
Afterward, Mordecai returned to the King's Gate, while Haman hurried
home feeling great shame, his head covered. 13 Haman told his wife Zeresh
and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Both his friends
and his wife said to him, "You've already begun to lose out to Mordecai. If
he is of Jewish birth, you'll not be able to win against him. You are surely
going to lose out to him." 14 They were still discussing this with him when
several royal eunuchs arrived. They quickly hurried Haman off to the feast
that Esther had prepared.
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IV) Haman’s Downfall

1 When the king and Haman came in for the banquet with Queen Esther, 2
the king said to her, "This is the second day we've met for wine. What is your
wish, Queen Esther? I'll give it to you. And what do you want? I'll do
anything—even give you half the kingdom." 3 Queen Esther answered, "If |
please the king, and if the king wishes, give me my life—that's my wish—and
the lives of my people too. That's my desire. 4 We have been sold—I and my
people—to be wiped out, killed, and destroyed. If we simply had been sold
as male and female slaves, | would have said nothing. But no enemy can
compensate the king for this kind of damage.” 5 King Ahasuerus said to
Queen Esther, "Who is this person, and where is he? Who would dare do
such a thing?" 6 Esther replied, "A man who hates, an enemy—this wicked
Haman!" Haman was overcome with terror in the presence of the king and
queen. 7 Furious, the king got up and left the banquet for the palace garden.
But Haman stood up to beg Queen Esther for his life. He saw clearly that
the king's mood meant a bad end for him. 8 The king returned from the
palace garden to the banquet room just as Haman was kneeling on the couch
where Esther was reclining. "Will you even molest the queen while I am in
the house?" the king said. The words had barely left the king's mouth before
covering Haman's face with dread. 9 Harbona, one of the eunuchs serving
the king, said, "Sir, look! There's the stake that Haman made for Mordecai,
the man who spoke up and did something good for the king. It's standing at
Haman's house—seventy-five feet high." "Impale him on it!" the king
ordered. 10 So they impaled Haman on the very pole that he had set up for
Mordecai, and the king's anger went away.
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