THE HALACHIK HISTORY OF SALT

The Wife of Lot

http://etzion.org.il/en/salt-gods-covenant

1. Bereishis 19:26

27 2°X) NRLINRD AWK LM

Why?

2. Bechor Shor, ad loc

NOY NINKDN NLAN NN ONYK bAm
DMON KXK"Y 19D NN Nnn 4
NPT PINNA NIRIY TV X"D1TT
171 NM12aN 1N NOY pIan bwain 2vn
non 591 Nax Yanw mpna o nonn
211 NAMY NON Na) 'K ny

3. Rashi, ad loc

NN ;NNR2 NYN NXLN NYNA NSN Q'8 NN
QX 12 N 2550 D'MIIXD NR LyN "N "D
NN DIPNA 2NN X2 NRX DTN VN 2000
:(N2Y N'wxN2)
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Chemistry

Chemically a salt is an ionic compound as it is composed of two

oppositely charged ions such as sodium chloride is made up of sodium . Na™ . Na" ‘ Na*
ions (cation) and chloride ion (anion). Cations and anions have opposite

charges therefore they are attracted toward each other with electrostatic

force of attraction that is called as ionic bond. Same number of opposite . Na* . Na" .
charges makes the ionic compounds neutral with no charge.

Since metals are electropositive and non-metals are electronegative in . Na" . Na™ . Na"
nature therefore the combination of metals and non-metals forms ionic

compounds. Both kinds of ions are arranged in certain order to form

crystal lattice. Na™ Na"

We know that cation is formed by lose of electron from an atom. Atoms
tend to get octet configuration to acquire stability and for that they can

T D gee o ey A Na" Na" Na
either lose or gain electrons. Here gaining of electrons forms anion with

negative charge.

Sodium chloride is formed with sodium ions and chloride ions. Sodium

atom has one electron in its valence shell therefore it tends to lose that electron to get stability. Similarly chlorine atom has
seven electrons in its valence shell and tends to gain one electron to get stability. Therefore chlorine atom forms chloride
ion (anion) and sodium atom forms sodium ion (cation). Both oppositely charged ions attract with electrostatic attraction to
form sodium chloride.

Due to presence of ions, salts are ionic in nature. The strong electrostatic force of attraction requires high energy to
separate the ions that increase the melting and boiling points of ionic compounds. The ionic compounds have ordered
arrangement of ions to form a crystal structure or crystal lattice. This is exactly why we get crystals of salt on our

fries. Salts are crystalline, hard and brittle solids. Due to presence of ions, they are good conductor of heat and electricity
in molten state and in solutions. But they are insulators in solid states as ions are not free for movement. The solution of
ionic compounds is electrolyte.

Korbanos
4. Vayikra 2:13

JN2N7 N2NA ,JNNIN121R-921 21 13 And every meal-offering of thine shalt thou season with salt; neither
oyn P0ON MM NYN NAWnN N2 shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from
120 2P0 ,1221R-92 5y ;1NN thy meal-offering; with all thy offerings thou shalt offer salt.

5. Talmud Bavli, Menachos 20a

AN IMXNWYNRY NN 2T NYNA NNK N2 XNNY XN DY NON A (L1 ,N 127T02) XanT
TINND XY2 N2IPY IWaAN KW DWI OYY NN N2 (0,112 127TN2) 197D MK Xin D2 NYN N2 8D
non XY MI2IPY IWaN N 12

6. Rambam, Hilchos Isurei Mizbeiach 5:11-12
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12 1M1."N20 2P0 13272 52 DY (-1 XIPM) MY DA DY DT MR 22 0ON NWY Nn
MyM 1Y TN K1pN 12 1K1 123 N1 12T DXV DT D200 1N YIN N210 XD2 N2m2 211pY 137
NoN 172 DAX NINY 22 NN DN N2 12XD NN 7a010Y D¥2 193 NN N2 N9 Wan Non?
W2 TN

127P0 NPIYY A DY N1 "PNONK M2 N2N Nawn KN (-2 XIpM) MNIY NRd 922 Non K92 1Mpn
N0 SYn PODK NM32 N2AR MIAYD K" 1KY NYMNPA 12yN0 N2ANY NNIAD A YN .Y W3

Why?
HISTORICAL TWIST
7. Bartenura on the Torah, ad loc

IMMRYIY " DNNNNN DM OINLINY NONY NMID ANy N1 non
D2NNNN DN INYIN) DM DM 12 52Tan M Y'p1 1 n"apn
1NLAN T M2DN XDIN D'PINT NN 12NN 1IN NN NN
:W1TN2 XNNX D1 AN2 7D NYNA N2Ama1 17pd n'apn

ANCIENT PRACTICE
8. Shadal, ad loc

M2 DXNMIWI ODM2WVN KW N DN TV S ROR A ndn
ATN NN NI L('M1) NONA N TN DWYINI NON SW5) DRIN
127 92 DINNXY ,NYN2 N12) NMANY NN NMYXINA DTP M T
non NNO MY 72295 ,11212 NNY RN OXN D1a5 My NN
M2 NI NNXIA D ,PNOX M2 NON NONIMKY X191 )27 Y02
PNON DY

PERFECTION AND PRESERVATION
9. Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 119

myn) Nan M2 mena K 12> We have already said in the commandment of the building of
TwanY 12pn myn wawn 2 ,(nx  the [Temple] (Sefer HaChinukh 95) that it is from the roots of
12 Sy amx 1pnin wal 1enh  the commandment of the sacrifice to render fit and straighten
N17pN2 MY 1pn Swawal 1y  the soul of the one who offers it. And therefore in order to
D2°2NM DY D1wn 0aT  arouse the soul of the one who offers, he is commanded
12 NYnm .NSynY Nanaw nn oy offering things that are good, pleasant and beloved to him -
NMK N'NNY T2 N wawin n 10 Da and as we wrote above. And the salt in it is also from this root,
NANIN aY 1DNN KXY ,Nnbw nbya SO that his action be complete, [that] it not lack anything
AN YN 1Y 1N TN D 13T DTxn according to the practice of people; since then will his heart be
X9 WINY 27V XY 19N 9an 11T 97 0 More aroused. As anything without salt is not pleasant to a
nYNa v Ar T25m anM N K9 myp  Person - not its flavor and not even its smell. And besides this,
12752 0'pn NYnn 0 ;1 InK ay | there is another matter hinted to with salt, as salt preserves
AWYNI 121 N2 T0an Sy 9vm e\{erything and saves from qui!ing and rot.ting. And so [too,]
AWM ,TDann 10 DTN X 121N with the pro_cedure of thg sacrlflge,_ a m_an is saved from loss,
TYY NN ANWIM WwA) preserves his soul and will remain in existence forever
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10. Bechor Shor, ad loc

MNINY ,MI2TIP MNINIIPNY 'R MY 712295 ,0'pNNn 12T NON . PNON NMa ndn
.19 DOWHY Nn'p N2 NApnY

Mixture
11.Ksav Vehakabalah, ad loc

T2 DN DTP N NN A 1Y 12N, NPT X1Mya NYNaY DNON N2 My 1oy nm
2"9) 1K1, T XT,MINN D DY DMPN ,DINKI DM T2y DNM L9 NNAY 1N) WRN
52 5y NHn 21MpnY NN NNX N, DO DT DITPY WRD DT DYMD (MMyvnT
NOwnNn DM Ser WK S 1w T PR, NON A MyT 712012 MMnd "'wn DY Napn
WRN XYa) NN 1MYI :DNIYN N2 0w NYNN NN NA XIP 129 1725 'Y nda oaannna
nwyn Xim ,0mm
:DNONN

12 Netziv, ad loc.

N2 M5nn ndna
n"Ma ndon nawn
272 N2 NOn .PNON
2”N1 YINNN Prnnd
27PNNY N NN NS
11NON IN2 N MAad
D NOnn NSna n”onT
M2 mMnd nra Na
nnawn Sy NON
X721 Nwyn adb nw1a
vy aanonnt
TN OP7pn NDIRD
D127 NN2 9NY DN
NI N”72M DTAINM
X PXNNN D7pPNN
522 n”mM 50NN

FIGURE 2.19

Sodium metal (which is so soft it can be cut with a knife and which consists of individual sodium atoms) reacts with chlorine gas (which N11w yabn .n'lD’bn
contains Cl, molecules) to form solid sodium chloride (which contains Na* and CI” ions packed together). TN D NNW T]”JPTI

11V 5D TIDM YN NN

NrIINOW N7APN Yap) TN IPWNIL ‘DA 27Wn 7V .DTRN Y 1RN TYANN 91NN VN NN
YN 121 Y192 05NN 210N NN DX MINY 1102 D'WYNN a0 NNOYN NNAYNN VW 1T 191NN
NNTIY MY XD 1M YIY IXK NN rTYD KON D'wynn ab nnawnn mnY wax i XY vHnna
195 DXYNINA VN NOIND NV NYYN DMIYN MOWONYN YVan NNy 278wn .Navm nyind
210N NYIN " TY XAY TV LYN IN NN NN TN YN M NN NND 712N INNAYNI D'wynn
NI NMIX 1Y202 NONY J9INT N YaLn M2™ON N72PpN K12 N7Yn YN Sw DM NINKA NAN
T2 NI YN 27X1.D192 NI H HHIa PN HY Maprw 19181 DY K1aw 1an nr by

SY NMan Yy 112NNY T2 1NN SYn NAwN XD 7N YIRNN P INnY Naw A7UN N7UN CPNON
1 "2 N2N KXY 27V NN NIINK V119101 2D PN INYNN wAT XN 71909 .nnwnn
MIvPnY
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Properties of Salt in Halacha

I. Absorption - Salting Meat

13. Rambam, Maachalos Asuros 6:10

N9 N2 INYIN 12 DN NIX INT TN KX AN PN
N2NN AN TN AW 1Y .N9 N9 MM

M 7N T IN%N2 NI N9 N INYIN 72 1NN
D27 DN INYY TV N2 NN 72 10X

T2 MRAAY KD bJN 1PNNIN oM '|mb ™n Dﬁwm
'DT RY? N9 TR 1220y

APIN 29232 KON MK NN X IWWAN 1'"NNNY3I

P1 nbnﬁw .Dan %iN2 nay nna NbN 1NN PN
M van ysub 71 .DT Ny wa Y23 Y22 Nnpa
ATPT ]2 10X n?l)?

N%2IN 9¥Y 5N DYWL PINY 12T 1DX0 011270 92
na Ny mbm n vl b:ng? nyYm . TN -bm
NN ynna mbn DN b:m’ 72 10X N9 NaNINTM
12 u)'zl_']\y YNNI MAYY 10 .0 NNy 1bgzg?

DTN NX¥INn yRnNo Ny

Meat cannot be rid of its blood unless it is
thoroughly salted and rinsed. How should one
proceed? First, he should rinse the meat, and then
salt it thoroughly and leave it in the salt for the
time it takes to walk a mile. He should then rinse it
well again until the water is entirely clear, and
immediately throw it into boiling water, but not
lukewarm water, that it may become bleached
without any blood coming out.

When meat is salted, it should be salted only in a
perforated utensil, using only salt that is as heavy
as coarse sand, since the salt that is as fine as
flour becomes absorbed in the meat and fails to
extract the blood. Also, one must shake off the
salt before rinsing the meat.

Maliach Keroseiach
14. Talmud Bavli, Chullin 112a

W21 N2 NYNY NP YNy 1N NN 271 AN
INRT NMNMYLY SR MM N2 IR NNDN
NIT1 11 21221 N2 XN 0 Non Sxnw

Svhano

Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

Says Rav Yehuda in the name of Shmuel: It's
prohibited to eat hot food in a dish that was used to
salt meat. and Shmuel is self consistent, since he
says: “Salted is like hot, pickled is like cooked."
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Il. Soluble - Mikvah
15. Mikvaos 7:1

2D1a K91 mpnn DX 1Yyn v There are those that raise [i.e. that count towards the measure of it
R 1Oyn KD ,1oyn KO 1PHDia waters to reach forty se'ah, to complete] a mikveh [a gathering of
2D18 KDY 1Hyn K opia water collected by natural means and immersed in for purification]
,T23m ,M199m ,T1am ,29win  and do not invalidate it, [those that] invalidate but do not raise, [and
127 K .P1IN LY ,NonRM  those that] do not invalidate and do not raise. These raise and do
"TA32 1T HNYNW 111 0 ,Kpy  Not invalidate: snow, and hail, and frost, and ice, and salt, and mud
O NYYN NN A9wn N1y that can be poured. Rabbi Akiva says: Rabbi Yishmael would rule
MYN K1TN WIKITYM .Mpnn  against me, saying, "Snow does not raise a mikveh." But the
WY A9W INIIM INY DN MNY people of Midva testified in his name that he said to them, "Go out
1312 1201 21 .n9Nna mpn  and bring snow to make a mikveh from the outset." Rabbi
T3 .03 ,T1a0 12K ik Yochanan ben Nuri says: A hailstone is like water. How do these
12 vy m..P;’.J _117_515 N91 oyn  raise and not invalidate? If there is a mikvehcontaining
oon 59) ,nijzx 'lpn'nm? lj’_\iﬂ'ifx forty se'ah [a specific unit of volume] less one, and a se'ah [of one]
1oun INYD) ,mbATJm 190y nxp ©Of these fell into it, and raised it [to be a
T :]’bD%ﬂ N9 complete mikveh containing forty se'ah], we find thus that these
o " raise and do not invalidate.

Il. Soluble - Shabbos

16. Shulchan Aruch, OC 318:9

ANKY "ax (WRN YV 12 wnnwnw 'Han 1a) WK1 YD In the case of a primary vessel (meaning a
729912 NP TR AT Y2 Ywan wrn Yyn 1imaynw  vessel which is used on the fire) even after it

N2 11NY 1N 1NN NYN HaN 1van 11Ny 1Y NoX  has been removed from the fire it can cook

NIW2D K902 NNYM KIMNT WKRN Yynraynw  items placed in it, as long as the pot is less
"aN M9N WA N INY nnb Ik M w1 kT than Yad Soledet Bo. Therefore, it is
DPITNON MDN M NN K927 9"N man e Sw xin forbidden to place in it spices (category of
DMIDIN WM 1AV DT DIWN 1PN ON INYAT NYn tavlin), however, Salt may be placed init...
PNNNM I NTNID TR AT Y W Y21 haN ndn nnd GLOSS: ...there are those who prohibit
1NN 12y DN (N2 P13 2T IM 'pan) ;212 Yy xan  Placing salt in a secondary vessel as long as
NDN TAYY WNN YV X1 "ax WK1 Y22 hax non the temperature is above Yad Soledet Bo, a

1912w DWA 1"2) YINNN 123 YY YL NYNINT Yannn 1mn | Plessing should come to those who are
{(LPYN stringent...
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Salt as the Covenent
17. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 5a

2'N2T N9N2 NMA INX1 710 NMA INXKA NN MM INKD 2"RA KT 2'pY 12 vy 0T 110
NN N™M2N M2T NYX (VO ,ND 0™MAT) 2NOT PNOQ MM KN NN NS MM X1 (0,2 XIpM)
:0TX Y TINY 9D 'PINA 70 710N MNAXKN MM X AN DX NPNRNR NSA N2 kN M2

18.II Divrei Hayamim 13:5
N"21132112 DQWH SOy TITY 12200101 SR TON 1M 2 NY T2 DY NoD

]
D) :n2n

~

19. Orach Chaim 167:5

NYININ NP1 12 NAS5(Man DY DINXIN 12T DI "wW1a) 1N N NYN1MA IR TY YN KD
TN 1N NN NS D1IRD MM IN 2OY 'V NHNIIN 1PDANA HYINnN NN IR NP NN DN
DN N2AMOS NTMTINOYN 2 VIX2W DT NONNOW Y2 Sy XanD MmN n"'m man P nnnd
NNAM 1N) NIYNaN N 1N XM (VPOSN "MaY owa ") NON 21PN 121 K2 Sy 'Knapd
((V"P ©"D 5"V1 10120 TXD ' RN
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