1. Rabbi Hershel Schachter, Piskei Corona #18: Getting Married with less than 10 men present
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Currently, it is very dangerous to gather in crowds due to the contagiousness of Coronavirus. This presents a
problem, since kiddushin (which sets in motion the process of marriage) requires the presence of two witnesses
and a knowledgeable officiating rabbi, in addition to the bride and groom. Ideally, there should also be ten men
present for birchas eirusin, the blessing on the kiddushin. However, we can be lenient regarding the requirement
of ten men in pressing circumstances, such as the current situation. However, the presence of ten men is necessary
in order to recite birchos nisuin, the sheva berachos under the chupah. Furthermore, the rule is that a bride is
forbidden to her groom until the birchos nisuin have been recited. The Rishonim debate whether this is meant
literally, or it means that the bride is forbidden to the groom until she has entered the chupah with him, even if
the birchos nisuin were never recited. The Nodeh B’Yehudah notes that the majority of authorities agree with the
latter approach. It would seem that in the current, dangerous situation it is proper to follow this opinion. As such,
the wedding should consist of a badekin, chupah, and yichud - all with less than ten men present, in order to
minimize the risk. However, the presence of two witnesses is mandatory under all circumstances.

2. Talmud Bavli Ketubot 7a (Davidson Edition translation)
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The Gemara asks: And does a widower who married a widow not require a benediction to be recited? But didn’t
Rav Nahman say: Huna bar Natan said to me that it was taught: From where is it derived that the benediction of
the grooms is recited in a quorum of ten men? It is as it is stated with regard to Boaz, who married Ruth: “And
he took ten men of the Elders of the city and said: Sit you here, and they sat” (Ruth 4:2). And when Boaz
married Ruth, he was a widower marrying a widow. As that is the primary source for the obligation to recite the
benediction, apparently the benediction is recited even in that case.

3. Talmud Bavli Bava Batra 91a (Davidson Edition translation)
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Rabba bar Rav Huna says that Rav says: The judge Ibzan of Bethlehem (see Judges 12:8-10) is Boaz... As it is
stated, concerning Ibzan: “And he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters he sent abroad, and thirty daughters he
brought in from abroad for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years” (Judges 12:9).

4. Kollel lyun Hadaf Point-by-Point Summary of Tosfot to Ketubot 7a
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(SUMMARY : Tosfos points out that technically, Rus was not a widow.)
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(@) Implied question: It is not precise to say that she was a widow, for when she married Machlon, she was a
Nochris!
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(b) Answer: Since she was a Be'ulah, she is considered like a widow.



5. Talmud Bavli Ketubot 7b (Davidson Edition translation)
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8 Apropos the source for the benediction of the grooms, the Gemara discusses the matter itself. Rav Nahman said:
Huna bar Natan said to me that it was taught: From where is it derived that the benediction of the grooms is recited
in a quorum of ten men? It is as it is stated: “And he took ten men of the Elders of the city and said: Sit you here,
and they sat” (Ruth 4:2). And Rabbi Abbahu said that the source is from here: “In assemblies [mak’helot], bless
God, the Lord, from the source of Israel” (Psalms 68:27). This verse indicates that a congregation [kahal], which
contains at least ten men, blesses God when reciting a benediction related to the source of Israel, i.e., conjugal
relations, which will lead to the birth of Jewish children.

6. Kollel lyun Hadaf Point-by-Point Summary of Tosfot to Ketubot 7b
TOSFOS DH SHE'NE'EMAR VA'YIKACH BOAZ ASARAH ANASHIM
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(SUMMARY : Tosfos resolves this with a different Drashah.)
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(@) Implied question: In Maseches Kalah, it brings the verse "va'Yvarchu Es Rivkah"!
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(b) Answer: That was Birkas Eirusin. Here we discuss Birkas Nisu'in.
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(c) Inference: We learn from there that we bless Birkas Eirusin for a woman who becomes Mekudeshes through
a Shali‘ach, for Eliezer was a Shali'ach.
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(d) Disclaimer: It seems that it is a mere Asmachta. We do not learn 10 from there. The simple meaning of the
verse does not discuss Birkas Eirusin.

7. Shulchan Aruch Even Haezer 34:4 (Sefaria translation)
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The blessing for betrothal requires [a quorum] of ten [men], initially.

8. Shulchan Aruch Even Haezer 62:4 (Sefaria translation)
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We only recite the blessing "birkat chatanim™ (blessing of the grooms) with 10 free adults, and the groom can be

part of the quorom, regardless of whether they say them at the time of the marriage or when they same them after

the blessing of the food (Birkat HaMazon); but when we don't say it after Birkat HaMazon, rather the blessing

"Asher Bara" (“that created"), we don't need 10 [men]. Nonetheless we at least need 3 (The Ran in the first chapter

of Ketubot).

9. Beit Shmuel Even Haezer 62:4 (Sefaria translation)
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10. Pitchei Teshuvah Even Haezer 62:7
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