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B e  fo c u s e d .  B e  v is io n a r y .

w ill fo llo w  y o u , fo r  it is  th e y  w h o  w ill c o n t in u e  th e  w o r k .  B e  c le a f .

b e c o m e s  im p o r t a n t a b o v e  a ll o t h e r s .  L e a v e  g u id a n c e  to  t h o s e  w h o

th e r e  is  a  Jo r d a n  w e  w ill n o t c r o s s .  O n c e  w e  k n o w  t h is , 
o n e  t h in g

c a n n o t liv e  t o  s e e  th e  f u lf ilm e n t o f th e ir  d r e a m s .  F o r  e a c h  o f u s

fr o m  it .  W h e n  it c o m e s  t o  s o c ia l tr a n s fo r m a t io n , e v e n  t h e  g r e a te st

fo r  y o u  t o  c o m p le t e  th e  w o r k  b u t n e it h e r  a r e  y o u  f r e e  t o  d e s is t

H e  u n d e r s t a n d s t h is .  It b e c a m e  a  p r in c ip le  in  Ju d a is m  it is n o t

o u t s id e , w ith in  s ig h t o f  h is  d e s t in a t io n  b u t  n o t y e t th e r e .

a llo w e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  Jo r d a n  a n d e n t e r  t h e  la n d h im s e lf .  H e  w ill d ie

o f  t h e  P r o m is e d  L a n d .  H e  h a s  b e e n  t o ld by  G o d  t h a t h e  w ill n o t b e

s la v e r y  in  E g y p t , t h r o u g h th e  s e a , a c r o s s  t h e  d e s e r t a n d to  th e  b r in k

s p e n t fo r t y  y e a r s  le a d in g  th e  I s r a e lite s .  H e  h a s  t a k e n  t h e m  o u t o f

im p o r t a n t fo r  t h e  t w e n t y
- fir s t c e n t u r y .

,  

H e r e  is  t h e  s c e n e .  M o s e s h a s

s o  b r ie f  t h a t y o u  h a rd ly  n o t ic e  it , b u t it m a y  c o n t a in  t h e  t r u t h  m o s t

T h e r e  is  a n  e x t r a o rd in a r y  m o m e n t in  t h e  H e b r e w  B ib le , a  p a s s a g e

T o  b e  f r e e , y o u  h a v e  t o  le t g o  o f h a t e .

Ja m e s  A r t h u r  B a ld w in

fo r c e d  t o  d e a l w it h  p a in .

b o r n ly  is  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e n s e , o n c e  h a t e  is  g o n e , t h e y  w ill b e

I im a g in e  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  p
e o p

le  c lin g  t o  t h e ir  h a t e s  s o  ��s t u

M a  r t in  し tłt l? e r  K in
g

'

to u g h n e s s .

p lie s h a t e , v io le n c e  m u lt ip lie s v io le n c e , a n d to u g h n e s s  m u lt i
p lie s

H a te  c a n n o t d r iv e  o u t h a t e  : o n ly lo v e  c a n  d o  t h a t .  H a te  � �mult

D a r k n e s s c a n n o t d r iv e  o u t d a r k n e s s  : o n ly lig h t c a n  d o  th a t .

L e t tin g  G o  o f H  a t e

1 4
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■

B e c a u s e  t o  b e  fr e e , y o u  h a v e  t o  le t g o  o f  h a t e .  T h a t is w h a t

in  th e ir la n d .

s a
y  th e  o

p p o s it e ? D o  n o t h a t e  th e m , b e c a u s e  y o u  w e r e  s t r a n g e r s

g r ie v a n c e
, r e s e n t m e n t , 

a n im o s it y  a n d p a in .  W h y  t h e n  d id  M o s e s

th e  E
g y p t ia n s  o r  a t  t h e  v e r y  le a s t t o  lo o k  b a c k w ith a  s e n s e  o f

he r b s o f  s la v e r y .  A ll t h e s e , o n  t h e  fa c e  o f it , w e r e  r e a s o n s  t o  h a t e

P a s s o v e r
, e a t in g  t h e  u n le a v e n e d b r e a d o f a fflic t io n  a n d th e  b itt e r

c o m m a n d e d to  r e m e m b e r  it fo r  e v e r , e n a c t in g  it o n c e  a  y e a r  o n

th e ir m a t r ix  a s  a  n a t i o n , t h e ir  fo r m a t iv e  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e y  w e r e

te r o f I s r a e lite  h is t o r y  w a s  n o t a c c id e n t a l o r  in c id e n t a l.  It w a s

g o  a n d h e  h a d r e fu s e d .  M o s e s a ls o  k n e w  t h a t t h is  e n t i r e  ��c h
a

a t b ir th .  M o s e s  h a d b e g g e d P h a r a o h  r e p e a t e d ly  t o  le t t h e  p e o p le

in it ia t e d a  p o lic y  o f  s lo w  g e n o c id e , 
k illin g  e v e r y  m a le  I s r a e l it e

h a p p e n e d .  T h e  E g y p t ia n s  h a d e n s la v e d th e  I s r a e lit e s .  T h e y  h a d

T h is is a  v e r y  c o u n t e r - in t u it iv e  c o m m a n d .  R e c a ll w h a t h a d

la n d .  (D e u t .  2 - 3 : 7 )

D o  n o t h a t e  a n  E g y p t ia n , b e c a u s e  y o u  w e r e  a  s t r a n g e r  in  h i s

ts re a lly u n e x p e c t e d is  w h a t h e  s a y s  a b o u t h a t e

o th e r s w h a t y o u  w o u ld  lik e  t h e m  t o  d o  fo r  y o u - b u t o n  lo v e .  W h a t

sY s t e m  t o  h e  b a s e d  n o t ju s t o n  ju s t ic e  a n d  r e c ip r o c it y
- d o  fo r

se lf
'

(L e v .  1 9  : 1 8 ).  A b r a h a m ic  m o n o t h e is m  w a s  th e  fir s t m o r a l

m o s t fa m o u s ly in  t h e  c o m m a n d
,

'

L o v e  y o u r  n e ig h b o u r  a s  �� y o u

T h lt is n o t s u r p r is in g .  M o s e s  h a d s p o k e n  a b o u t lo v e  b e fo r e ,

th t  
· 

w o r tl
"

lo v e
'

m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o th e r  o f  th e  M o s a ic  b o o k s .

w e re  s t r a n g e r s  in  E g y p t
'

(D e u t .  1 o  : 1 9 ).  D e u t e f o n o m y  c o n t a i n s

in tt
'

r - h Ln n m  c o m m a n d :
'

L o v e  th e  s t r a n g e r  fo r  y o u  y o u r s e lv e s

. 1 ı1 L l 111 y o u r  m i g h t
'

(D e u t .  6 :
5 ).  It c o n t a in s  th e  m o s t im p o r t a n t

sh . 1 11 lo v e  t h e  L o r d y o u r  G o d w ith a ll y o u r  h e a r t , 
a ll y o u r  s o u l

grt
'

.  it L
'

o m m a n d t h a t d e fin e s  Ju d a is m  a s  a  r e lig io n  o f lo v e  : 
° 

Y o u

, h  h c  h o o k o f D e u R r o n o rn y  T h is is th e  b o o k th a t c o n t a in s th e
Of th c  n ì o M   · is io n a r y  s p e e c h e s e v e r  d e h v e r e d .  T h e y  

e x is t t o d a y

h L
'

; l  
· ( 11 l  t h c  ll s t m o n t h o f h is life  a dd r e s s in g  

th e  n a t io n  in  s o m e
rhlt i5  w h i t M o s e s  d id .  T h e  w a y  

th e  H e b re w  B ible  t e lls  it ,

ı.  E ttin g  G
o  o f H a te



C h ild  : I n  th e  Q u r
'

a n .

'

A m e r  : W h e r e  d id  h e  s a y  t h is ?

C h ild  : O u r  G o d .

'

A m e r : B e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  a p e s  a n d  
p ig s .  W h o  s a id  t h e y  a r e  s o ?

C h ild  : T h e y

'

r e  a p e s a n d  
p ig s .

'

A m e r  : B e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  w h a t ?

C h ild  B e c a u s e . . .

'

A m e r  W h y  d o n
'

t  y o u  lik e  t h e m ?

c h m  N o .

'

A m e r  : D o  y o u  lik e  t h e m ?

C h m  Y e s .

'

A m e r  : B a s m a lla h
, a r e  y o u  f a m ilia r  w it h  t h e  Je w s ?

C h ?  Y e s .

'

A m e r  : A r e  y o u  a  M u s li m ?

C h ild  : T h r e e  a n d a  h a lf .

'

A m e r  : B a s m a lla h , h o w  o ld  a r e  y o u ?

C h ?  B a s m a u a h .

'

A m e r  : W h a t
'

s  y o u r  n a m e ?

y o u n g  c h ild

M a g a z in e , its  h o s t w a s  D o a a
'

A m e r , a n d  s h e  w a s  in t e r v ie w in g  a

o f t h is c h a p te r .  T h e  p r o g r a m m e  w a s  c a lle d  M tłs lim  W o m a n

n e l , b r o a d c a s t a n  in t e r v ie w  t h a t g o e s  t o  t h e  h e a r t o f th e  s u bje c t

O n  7  M a y  2 0 0 2 , Iq r a a , a  S a u d i A r a b ia n -

o w n e d te le v is io n  ��c h a

w o r s t o f a ll.

m e t a l b u t o f  th e  m in d .  A n d c h a in s o f th e  m in d a r e  s o m e t im e s the

p r is o n e r s  o f th e ir  m e m o r ie s .  T h e y  w o u ld s t ill b e  in  c h a in s
, n o t  J

Is r a e lite s .  M e n t a ll%  th e y  w o u ld s t ill b e  t h e r e , s la v e s  t o  th e  
p a st

o u t o f E g y p t , b u t h e  w o u ld h a v e  fa ile d to  t a k e  E g y p t o u t o f the

w h ile  e n e m ie s , M o s e s w o u ld h a v e  s u c c e e d e d in  t a k in g  th e  Is r a e lite s

M o s e s  w a s  s a y in g
.  if th e  I s r a e lite s  c o n t in u e d to  h a te  th e ir ��ers

N o t in  G o d
'

s  N a m e
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p ro fo u n d  la c k  a f  f r e e d o m .  W h a t M o s e s  t a u g h t  h is  p e o p le  w a s

o f v id e o s  o f  b e h e a d in g s  a n d  m a s s  m u rd e r s
- a r e  c o n d it io n s  o f  a

to r s -

s e n t im e n t s  c o m m u n ic a t e d in  o u r  t i m e  b y  a
n  e n d le s s  s t r e a m

to  re s t o r e  h o n o u r  b y  
in flic t in g  

in ju r y  
o n  y o u r  fo r m e r  ��p e r s e c

r a g e ,  h u m ilia t io n , 
a  s e n s e  o f v ic t i m h o o d  a n d in ju s t ic e , 

t h e  d e s ir e
Y o u  c a y m o t  c r e a t e  a  fr e e  s o c ie t y  

o n  tb e  b a s is o f b a t e .  R e s e n l r n e n t ,

v ir u s  fo r  s o  lo n g
.

n e o - t r a d it io n a lis t I s la m , 
s a d ly b e c a u s e  I s la m  w a s  im m u n e  t o  t h e

k n e w  it h a d to  c h a n g
e .  T o d a y  t

h e  e p
ic e n t r e  o f h a t e  is  r a d ic a l a n d

c h a n g e d , 
n o t  le a s t b e c a u s e  P o p e  Jo h n  X X I I I a n d  h is  s u c c e s s o r so f G o d  a n d  in  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  r e lig

io n  o f  lo v e .  Y e t  C h r is t ia n it y
M u s lim s , 

h e r e t ic s , 
w itc h e s  a n d  s e c t a r ia n s , 

fo r  t h e  g r e a t e r  g lo r yp o te n t ia lly  
d e a d ly .  C h r is t ia n s  d id  n o t k ill o n ly  Je w s .  T h e y  k ille dh a t e  w it h in  a  c u lt u r e , 

a n d it w ill r e m a in  d o r m a n t b u t  s t i ll a l iv e  a n dc e n tu r ie s  fo r  t h e  v io le n c e  t o  fo llo w , 
b u t it w a s  in e v it a b le .  E n s h r in eth e  t r a g e d y  t

h a t b e f e ll t h e  C h u r c h  in  t h e  f o u r t h  c e n t u r y .  It t o o k  s ixR e lig
io n  le a d s  t o  v io le n c e  w h e n  it c o n s e c r a t e s  h a t e .  T h a t w a s

; m d T ìT � p r o t o č o ls  o f th e  E ld e r s  o í z io n  w e r e  t r a n s p
la n t e d  f r o m

in  th e  n in e t e e n t h  a n d  t w e n t ie t h  c e n t u r ie s , 
w h e n  t h e  B lo o d  L ib e l

o f lslinì .  A s c h a p
t e r 4  

m a d e  c le a r , 
t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  n e g

a t iv e  v e r s e s

de s t r u c t iv e .  T h e y  
a ls o  k n o w  t h a t  t h is  is  n o t t h e  t r a d it io n a l v o ic e

? f w n  w o m e n .  T h e y  
k n o w  r h m  t h e r e  is  s o m e t h in g  

f u n d a m e n t a l ly
h . t r l

.

,
. ı h o v e  1 11 w it h  a n t is e m it is m .  In d e e d , 

t h e  p
e o p

le  w h o  w r it eThtrc w is  1 s t o f n l a fte r  t h c  in t e r v ie w  w a s  s h o w n .  Y e t ,  
a s  w eu  c n n ľ  

c J u c M c  t h c n ì n o w  w h ile  t h e y  
a r c  s t ill c h M r e n  s o  h a tl' '

' liL
'

\  111 irl th .m  s h L
,

.    

A ll l h  N L
'

s s  
h e r a n d  h e r  f a t h e r  a n d

Ł, o
.  I N c  

h c r .  
N o  o n c  m u l l  w Ń h  A H a h  c o u h J gj v e  h im  a  m o r e

.  tttrng G
u  4  H a t t

'
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h a u n t e d  t h e m  n ig h t l%  a n d  le d  m a n y  in c lu d in g  p r im o  L e v i, 
t o

H o w
, I w o n d e r e d , h a d  t h e y  e x o r c is e d  t h e  p a in  t h a t m u s t h a v e

o t h e r s  d o .

u p  e s p e c ia lly  fo r  m in o r it ie s , a n d n e v e r  
g iv e  w a y  t o  h a t e  e v e n  w h e n

g r a n t e d - th a t w a s t h e ir  m e s s a g e .  W o rk fo r  it , fig h t fo r  it , 
s t a n d

th e  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  d if f e r e n t f r o m  y o u .  N e v e r  t a k e  f r e e d o m  fo r

T h e y  s p o k e  a b o u t t o le r a n c e  a n d  h o w  im p o r t a n t it is t o  c a r e  fo r

c a n  o p e n
, g a t e s  y o u  c a n  w a lk  o u t o f , a  fu t u r e  t o  lo o k  fo r w a r d  to .

fr a g ile  ; w h a t a  m ir a c le  it is  t h a t th e r e  is  fo o d  t o  e a t , w in d o w s y
o u

y o u n g  p e o p le  t o  k n o w  w a s  h o w  
p r e c io u s  fr e e d o m  is , 

a n d h o w

m e n t a l m e s s a g e  w a s n o t a b o u t t h e  p a s t a t a ll .  W h a t t h e y  w a n te d

w h a t h a d  h a p p e n e d
, a n d h o w  t h e y  s u r v iv e d .  B u t t h e ir  ��f u n

d

to  v is it s c h o o ls .  S o m e t im e s  I w e n t w ith th e m .  T h e y  s p o k e  a b o u t

b e g a n  t o  t e ll t h e ir  s t o r ie s , e s p e c ia lly  t o  y o u n g  p e o p le .  T h e y  u s e d

th e ir  p a in  s e n s it is e  t h e m  t o  t h e  p a in  o f  o t h e r s .  In  İ a t e r  life  th e y

b e in g  m a s s a c r e d in  B o s n ia , R w a n d a
, K o s o v o  a n d S u d a n .  T h e y  le t

c a r e d , m o r e  t h a n  a n y o n e  e ls e  I k n e w , w h e n  o t h e r  p e o p le  w e re

r e s e n t m e n t .  T h e y  d id  n o t s e e k  r e v e n g e .  T h e y  d id  n o t h a te .  T h e y

I h a v e  e v e r  m e t .  W h a t s t r u c k  m e  m o s t w a s  th a t t h e y  liv e d w ith o u t

Y e t t h e y  w e r e , a n d a r e , s o m e  o f th e  m o s t lif e - a f f ir m in g  p e o p le

s t r a n g e  la n d .

g r e w  u p  w a s g o n e .  T h e y  h a d  t o  b e g in  a g a in  a s  s t r a n g e r s in  a

th e m  h a d  lo s t t h e ir  e n t ir e  fa m ilie s .  T h e  w o r ld  in  w h ic h  t h e y

in g  w h a t t h e y  k n e w  a n d h a v in g  s e e n  w h a t t h e y  s a w .  M a n y  o f

th e y  s u r v iv e d a t a ll , h o w  t h e y  liv e d w it h  t h e ir  m e m o r ie s , ��k n o

r a t io n s  o f  m y  lif e .  A t fir s t it w a s  d iffic u lt t o  u n d e r s t a n d  ho w

w h e n  I b e c a m e  a  r a b b i, 
a n d th e y  b e c a m e  o n e  o f th e  g r e a t ��i

n sp

I le a r n e d  t h is  fr o m  H o lo c a u s t s u r v iv o r s .  I c a m e  t o  k n o w  th e m

n a t y e t a c h ie v e d lib e r t y .

'

c a p t iv e  s t ill.  T h o s e  w h o  le t th e ir e n e m ie s  d e f in e  w h o  t h e y  a r e  ha v e

a r e  h e ld  c a p t iv e  by a n g e r a g a in s t th e ir fo r m e r  p e r s e c u to r s a re

th is  : y o u  m u s t liv e  ıu ith th e  p a s t , b u t n o t in  th e  p a s t .  T h o s e  w h.

N o t in  G o d : s N a m e
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a  s p ir itu a lly  
m e a n in g

fu l fu tu r e  b y  
c o n s e c r a t in g  

th e  p
r e s e n t .

is n o t a  n o s t a lg
ic  r e c o lle c t io n  o f  th e  p

a s t , b u t th e  lo n g  p
r o c e s s  o f  

p
r e p

a r in
g  

fo r
h isto r

y , b u t h is t o r y  
t h a t p

r e p
a r e s th e  w a y  

fo r  H a la k h a h .  T r a d it io n , fo r  th e  Je w ,

w e  m i
g
h t e a t m a tz a h  a n d  m a Y o r ! C le a r ly

- it is n o t H a la k h a h  th a t r e c a p
itu la te s

th is in te r p
r e t a tio n .  W h a t it d o e s s a y  

is : G o d to o k  u s o u t o f  E g y p t in  o r d e r  th a t
th e  r e d e m p tio n  a n d  th e  E x o d u s .  B u t th e  s y

n t a x  o f  th e  v e r s e  d o e s n o t s u p p o r t
m a ro r  b e c a u s e  G o d  t o o k  u s o u t o f  E g y p

t , i.  e .
,  
th e s e  fo o d s tu fts a r e  s y

m b o lic  o f
a c c o r d in

g  
t o  th e  c o m m o n - s e n s e  in t e r p

r e t a t io n , is th a t w e  e a t m a tz a h  a n d
c o m m e n t s  o n  th e  v e r s e

"

b a - h v u r  z e h .

"

T h e  a p p
a r e n t m e a n in

g  
o f  t h a t v e r s e ,

e r a tio n s , fr o m  R a s h i a n d  1 b n  E z r a  t h r o u g
h  R .  V e lv e t S o lo v e it c h ik , in  t h e ir

T h is p o in t is  e v id e n t in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o f  th e  g
r e a te s t ïe w s  o f  a ll 

�
�g e

in  th e  
p

r e s e n t m e a n in
g
fu lly

.

m a tte r o f  c o m m e m o r a t in g  
th e  p a s t , b u t o f  u s in g  

th e  p a s t a s a  p
r e te x t fo r  liv in

g

a n d  a  
g
lim

p s e  in to  th e  u n k n o w n  a n d  th e  in e fta b le .  T r a d it io n  is n o t e v e n  a

tim e le s s , w h ic h  q u ic k e n s w ith  m y
s t ic  fe r v o r  a n d  h o ld s th e  p

r o m is e  o f  e c s ta s y

G o d , it is th a t w h ic h  s e n s itiz e s u s s p
ir itu a ll

y , w h ic h  o p e n s u s to  e te r n it
y  

a n d  th e

th e v a lu e  o f  t r a d itio n  fo r  o u r o w n  life .  T r a d itio n  is o u r  w a
y  

o f  o r ie n tin
g  

to  o u r

ele v a te  th e m  fr o m  th e  p
ic a

y
u n e  to  th e  s a c r e d  a n d  th e  p u r e - th e n  w e  k n o w

be c a u s e  th is is th e  w a
y  

1 d is c o v e r  s i
g
n ific a n c e  in  th e  tr iv ia l d e ta ils o f  life  a n d

to  th e  L iv in
g  

G o d o f  Is r a e l , b e c a u s e  th is is th e  w a
y  

w e  s a n c tif
y  

o r d in a r
y  

life ,

histo ric a l v a lu e , n o t o n l
y  b e c a u s e  o f  s e n tim e n t , b u t b e c a u s e  th is is o u r re s p o n s e

in tu  H a l ık h a h .  W h e n  w e  p a r t ic i
p a te  in  th e  tr a d itio n  n o t o n l

y  b e c a u s e  o f  its

nT n 3 p 3  T r a d itio n  a s s u m e s m e a n in
g  

a n d  s i
g
n iń c a n c e  w h e n  it is tr a n s fo r m e d

, 1 \ 1 \  t ì H c ,  in c lu d in g
"

th e  w ic k e d  o f  th e  w o rld
"

s, 1 1 1 1L
' lin1F w ill ń n d  th a t G o d is im m a n e n t in  h im .  W e  m u s t n e v e r  giv e  u p  o n

1 ľ \1111 
d d .  1 e v e n  if h e  q

u e st io n s th e  v e r
y  e x is te n c e  o f G o d , b e c a u s e  h e  a t th e

n  m
,  m  

· 

ga r m e n ?
'

T h e  le s s o n  is th a t n o  o n e  is to ta u
y  a n d  e te r n a uy re m o v e d
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th a n  tb£ QPŅSticated h a k l】a w  L e t u s e m p h a s iz e  t h is  a g

a in  a n d  a g a in .  T h e

T h e  ta m , in  h is  w a y  o f  r- n o t o n e  w h it le s s in te lle c tu a lly  c
o m p e te n t

.

o v e r w is e !
"

a ll m e n , th e  h a k ìıa m  m i - k o l is h , w h o  ta u
g

h t :
"

a l titìza k a m  y o te n  d o  n o t b e

s iz e d  b o d
y  a n d  h e a r t .  L e t u s  n o t fo r

g e t th a t it w a s  S o lo m o n ,  th e  w is e s t o f

in d iv id u a l b e c o m e s a  fr e a k  c h ild  w h o  h a s  a n  a b n o r m a ll
y  la

r
g e  h e a d  a n d  �� un d e

th e n  w e  h a v e  o u ts m a r te d  o u r s e lv e s .  T h e n  h u m a n it
y  is  in  e c li

p
s e  ; a n d  t h e

È} w h o s e  lo v e s  a n d  h a te s  a n d  fe a r s  a n d  
p a s s io n s  a n d  a s p ir a t io n s  a r e  tr iv ia l

: s o  s t r e s s e d  th a t a ll e ls e  is  e x c lu d e d , th a t a  p e r s o n  is  c o n s id e r e d  a  m a c h in e

w o r ld  o f  in te r n a tio n a l r e la t io n s .  Y e t w h e n  th e  m in d  a n d  its  a c h ie v e m e n ts a r e

e d g e d  a s th e  k e
y  to  a  b e tte r  jo b  a n d  m o r e  c o n v e n ie n t s o c ie t

y , a s  p o w e r  in  th e

S c ie n c e  r e i
g
n s s u p r e m e  in  o u r  s o c ie ty .  K n o w le d

g
e  is  u n iv e r s a ll

y  
� �a c k n ow

d e d ic a tio n  o v e r  d ia le c t ic s , lo v e  o v e r  le a r n in
g .

by in te lle c t u a l a c r o b a tic s , a n d p r e fe r s  h e a r t o v e r  m in d , fa ith  o v e r  
p h ilo s o p

h y ,

a ll e x
p

e r ie n c e  in to  a  s im
p le  lo v e  o f  a n d  s u b m is s io n  to  G o d .  H e  is u n im p

r e s s e d

o f  Je w is h  liv in
g

.  T h e  ta m  v a lu e s th e  w h o le n e s s o f  
p e r s o n a lit

y , th e  in te
g
r a tio n  o f

d a r e d Æ  m  e x ile .  H e  th u s  c o n fir m s  th e  im
p o r t a n c e  o f  a  to ta l v ie w

u n gäp h is tic a te d  a n d  u n le a r n e d ,  b u t ċ i l o v e d  G o d  a n d  liv e d  daişm .  

s i
T p

ly,

u n d e r  p r e s s u r e ,  w h ile  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  c h ild r e n , u s y iiy

e x ile  a n d  e v e n  d e a th , th e  s Q p h is tiç a te d  
p h ilo s o p h iz e r s  e m b r e d  Cistianjgí

Je w s  w e r e  p u t to  th e  te s t o f  c h o o s in g  b e tw e e n  k is s in
g  

th e  c r o s s  o r  e n d u r in
g

O r  w h o  liv e d  d u r in g  th e  e x p u ls io n  fr o m  S p a in , w r ite s  th a t w h e n

o f  th e ir  s u r v iv a l, lie s  n o t in  id e a l th in k in
g , b u t in  r e a l liv in

g
.  T h e  a u th o r o f

u lt im a te  te s t o f  b o th  h u m a n it
y  a

n d  }e w is h n e s s , a n d th e  e s s e n t ia l 
g u a r a n te e

o n  h is s le e v e .  A n d  h e r e in , in d e e d , lie s  h is  s u
p e rio r it y  o v e r  th e  h a k lta m ! T h e

H e  is  a  p e r s o n  1m - - o e s  n o t w e a r  h is  ła m d u t o r  s c h o la r sh i
p

n o  d e s ir e  to  d is p la y  
h is  le a r n in

g  
b e fo r e  o th e r s  b

y  
a s k in

g  
im

p
r e s sīv e  

q u e s tio n .

T h e  ta m  m a y  v e r
y .  

w e ll b e  a s w is e  a s  o r  w is e r  th a n  th e  /ıa k h a m , b u t h e  h a s

is s im
p le - a n d  w h a t n o b le  a  v ir tu e  is  s im

p
lic ity

!

S o n , b u t th e  W h o le s o m e Į m m ß o u s a n d  
g
o o d  a n d  o b e d ie n t o n e .  T h e  ta m

a n d  m u r d e r o u s is  sha 【 £ .  T h e  ta m , th e n , i  n o t th e  S im p le  S o n  o r  F o o lish

th a t th e  T a lm u d
'

s  te r m  fo r  a n  a n im a l th a t is  b e n e v o le n t r a th e r  th a n  d a n
g e ro u s

fa c t t h a t F a th e r  Ja c o b  w a s c a lle d  ta m - Ya h k o v  is lı ta m  (G e n e s is 2 5  : 2 7 ) - a n d

/ıa k h a m , b u t o f  th e  r a s h a  : T h a t ta m  is  a  c o m p
lim e n t a r

y  
w o r d  is s e e n  fr o m  th e
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a lo u d .  T h e y  

a r e  a f r a id  t o  r is k
.  

Th e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t o f  a s k in g
.o v e r w h e lm e d , 

n o t k n o w in g  
w h e n  to  s t a n d  o r  s it , o r  w h e n  to  p

r a y  
s ile n tly  

o r
h e n s iv e  a b o u t e n te r in g  

a n  O r th o d o x  s y
n a

g
o g

u e .  T h e y  
a r e  a fr a id  th e y  

w ill b e

th a t th e ir  q u e s t io n s w ill r e v e a l th e ir  ig
n o r a n c e .  In  m y  

o w n  e x p
e r ie n c e , I m e e tT h e n  th e r e  a r e  th e  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  

th o s e  w h o  a r e  s h y  
a n d  d o  n o t a s k  fo r  fe a r

a n d  w h o s e  a s p
ir a t io n s  fo r  a  m o r e  s u b lim e  e x is te n c e  a n d  a  lo ftie r  life  h a v e  b e e n

s lu m b e r e r s  w h o s e  s p
ir itu a l s e n s it iv it ie s  h a v e  s u fte r e d  a  s lo w  s t r a n g

u la t io n ,

p o r a r y  
c o n te x t ,  I w o u ld  d iv id e  th is c a te g

o r y  
in to  th r e e  c la s s e s .  

T h e y  
a r e  th e  

C lth e  H a g g
a d a h .  F o r  p

u r p  
X

'

; u  n d  e  r s t a  n  d in g  
th is fo u r th  s o n  in  o u r c o n te m - 】

fo u r th  s o n  a s  a  fo o lis h , u n in te llig
e n t y

o u n g
s te r .  B u t I d o u b t th a t th e  H a g g

a d a ha tt r ib u te  h is s ile n c e  to  ig
n o r a n c e .  M o s t o f  th e  illu m in a te d  H a g g

a d o t p
ic tu r e  th eìRdb W  ìp Į $ W h y  d o e s th e  fo u r th  s o n  fa il to  a s k  q

u e s tio n s ? U s u a lly  
w e

a n d  ń n a l r e d e m p
t io n  o f  a ll Is r a e l ; a n d  th r o u g

h  I s r a e l - a ll th e  w o r ld .

a v o ĥ iin g  
a ll th e  t r a p

s a n d  s n a r e s , a n d in to  th e  g
e h tta h  s h e le m a h , th e  c o m p

le tee m i h a  g r a s p .  

s  o u r s a n d  le a d s u s s a fe ly
.  

Th r o u g
h  th e  h ills a n d  v a le s o f  life ,fėēfgri b y H is E e s e n c e , i o w ?  tħà t G o d  is a  g

- w h o s e  �
�p o

th a t G o d  to o k  u s  o u t o f  E g y p
t w ith  a  s tr o n

g  
h a n d  a n d  th a t w e  to d a y  

to o  m u s t- o r  m  o f  it is  th e  a n s w e r  to  th e  ta m į  s im R le  gestion .  It is th e  te a c h in g

m u st e n g
a
g
e  in  th e  c o m p

a r a t iv e l
y m le  a n d  n a iv e  r e c ita tio n  o f  th e  M ã h ,

a ll be  w is e  a n đ e x p
e r ièń öÆ a n d

'

Urstandińgmdï earned in  T o r a h
'

ye t Y
E a r lie r  in  th e  H a

g g
a d a h  w e  r e c ite d

'

ku lla n u  h a k ìıa m im , e v e n  if w e

a n d  a  s o u l .

d a ily  
c o n d u c t , o f th e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  m e n ts h , a  h u m a n  b e in g , a  ĵe w  w ith  a  h e a r t

o f G o d į  e x is te n c e , w e  s h o u ld  b e  a  ta m - a n d  o fe r  p
r o o Ĺ in  o u rs e lv e s  a n d  o u r

ńn a l a n a ly
s is , b e  ta s te d  a n d  tr ie d .  In s te a d  o f  b e in

g  
a  h a k ìıa m  a n d  s e e k in g  p

r o o f

de b a tin g , a lth o u g
h  th a t is n e c e s s a r

y  
fo r  a n

y  
in te lli

g
e n t p e r s o n  it m u s t , in  th e

o v e r w is e
"

R e li
g
io n , e s p e c ia ll

y  Ju d a is m , c a n n o t b e  g
r a s p e d  o n l

y  
b y  

r e a d in
g  

a n d

ity  o
f a  r e s p

o n s iv e , r e lig io u s , r e v e r e n t p e r s o n a lit
y

.  T h e  如  m  d e c la r e s :
"

b e  n o t

le a r n in g  
in  a b u n d a n c e .  B u t h e  in s is ts u

p o n  in te
g
r a tin

g  
le a r n in

g  
in to  th e  �� to t a

ta m , 
a s  th e  fu ll Je w , is fu ll

y  c o
g
n iz a n t o f  th e  v a lu e  o f  w is d o m  a n d  p o s s e s s e s



o f th e  w ic k e d  s o n  o f  th e  H a g a d d a h .  T h is  q u e s tio n  is p o s e d  b y  
a  c h ild

P a rtic u la r 
q u e s t io n  a d v a n c e d  b y  th

e  c h ild r e n  in  th is  v e r s e  is  th e  q u e s t io n

th e  w o m e n  g a v e  b ir th  in  g r o u p s  o f  s ix  a t o n e  tim e .  F u r th e r m o r e ,  
th e

fa m ilie s  in  E g y p t w e r e  n o t ta c k in g  in  c h ild re n ,  fo r

n ?  A lth o u g h  h a v in g  c
h ild r e n  is c e r ta in ly  a  b le s s in g ,

th e  p r o m is e  o f  c h ild r e n  th e  c a u s e  f o r s u c h

w o u ld  h a v e .  

R a s h i

o f  c o m in g  in to  th e  L a n d ,  
a n d  th e  n e w s  o f  th e  c h ild r e n  w h ic h  th e y

T h e y  b o w e d  u p o n  h e a r in g  th e  n e w s  o f  th e  u p c o m in g  re d e m p tio n ,

w o r s h ip p e d .

"

(S h e m o s  1 2  : 2 6 - 2 7 )

E g y p t
'

. . .  A n d  t h e  p e o p ıe  b o w e d  t h e i r  h e a d s  a n d

p a s s e d  o v e r  t h e  h o u s e s  o f th e  p e o p le  o f Y is r o e į  in

s h a ll s a y ,

'

It is th e  s a c r ifıc e  o f H a s h e m
'

s  P a s s o v e n  w h o

to  y o u ,

'

W h a t d o  y o u  m e a n  b y  th is  s e r v ic e ?
'

T h a t y o u

' "

A n d  it s h a ll c o m e  to  p a s s , w h e n  y o u r  c h iıd r e n  s h a łł s a y

(ţ ) - 13 3 1 n ì )ĵ V )
"  

11ņņv!

n ? ţ  D è !  D t  n N +  Tıj)ņ T1) D ' )  D  T 1)? N I ) Đ  T P ŅÌ
"

T H E  C H IL D  W H O  A SK S

w N  b e  p
ro te c te d  f ro m  a u  e m .

h a m i a n d  d e s tr u c t io n  to  b e  a v e r te d .  T h e n  o u r  h o m e s a n d  liv e lih o o d s

w h ic h  m a y  
b e  in v o lv e d , th e n  H a s h e m  c a n  

p r o m is e  th a t H e  w ill c a u s e  a ll

o h e r
v

a n c e  is b e in g  f a ith f u lly  m a in ta in e d
,  in  s p ite  o f  a ]1 th e  d itf tc u ltie s

W h e n  o u r d o o r s  c a n  te s t if y  to  th e s e  s ta n d a r d s , w h e r e  th e  S h a b b o s

to  a te g
u a r d  o u r  w e lf a r e  a n d  n o t a l lo w  th e  d e s tr o y e r  e n te r  in to  o u r  h o m e s .

th a t th is  e n ta ils .  T h is  n ze .  v ir a s  ıze fť s l, is  r e t u r n e d  b y  H a s h e m  w ith  a  p r o m is e

B o  1 7 5



a s th a t c ń tic a l a v e n u e  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n  r e m a in s  o p e n .

th e ir  ro o ts .  Y e t , e v e n  in  th e  w o r s t c a s e , th o s e  c h ild r e n  c a n  b e  re a c h e d  a s lo n g

th e  in f lu e n c e s o f  fo re ig n  id e a s
, a n d th a t th e y  s o m e tim e s  d r ift a w a y  fro m

d e g r e e  o f  s a tis fa c tio n  o n  th e ir  p a r t .  T h e y  re a liz e d  th a t c h ild re n  a r e  s u b je c t to

th e ir  q u e s tio n s  a n d  to  d is c u s s  th e ir d o u b ts  w ith  th e  f a th e r s , th is  re p re s e n te d  a

W n e n  th e  J e w s  in  E g y p t h e a r d  th a t th e ir  c h ild r e n  w o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  a s k

s o n  c o m p le te ly  c u ts  h is  tie s  w ith  h is  f a th e r  th e  s itu a tio n  is  m u c h  w o r s e .

h im .  A s lo n g  a s th e r e  is a  r e la tio n s h ip , th e n  th e re  is  s till h o p e .  W h e n  a

m a y  n o t b e  to o  r e c e p tiv e  to  h is  f a th e r
'

s  r e s p o n s e s
, b u t a t le a s t h e  ta lk s to

fa c t th a t h is  f a th e r  is th e  a u th o r ity  to  w h ic h  to  a d d r e s s h is  c o n c e r n s .  H e

h e  s till p u r s u e s s o m e  d e g re e  o f  c o m m u n ic a tio n , a n d  h e  a ls o  a c c e p ts th e

T h is s o n  is o n e  in  w h o m  th e re  is s till h o p e .  A lth o u g h  h e  a s k s im p ro p e rly ,

h o w e v e r
, d o e s a t le a s t a s k .  E v e n  m o r e  im p o r ta n tly ,  h e  a s k s  h is fa th e r .

n o t e v e n  a s k  a n d  th e y  d o  n o t in q u ir e  a t a ll .  T h e
"

e v il s o n
"

o f o u r v e r s e ,

s o  d is ta n c e d  fr o m  o u r tr a d itio n  a n d  th e  w a y s  o f  o u r  fa th e r s th a t th e y  d o

W e  h a v e  c o m e  to  w itn e s s  s itu a tio n s  w h e r e  s o m e  s o n s  h a v e  b e c o m e

w h o s e  a ttitu d e s w o u ld  b e  o ffe n s iv e  a n d  u n c o o p e r a tiv e ?

w a s  d e te c te d  w h e n  th e  J e w s  in  E g y p t learned th a t th e y  w o u ld  h a v e  c h ild re n

w h o  is  a lie n a te d  a n d  is  fi lle d  w ith  a n im o s ity .  W h a t e le m e n t o f  c e le b ra tio n

17 6 % ) A T E R E S  M O R D E C H A I
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