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The concept of 17'#n N1y niwn interfaces differently with different factors.

In the case of nnna 1921 an>1 191 one of the issues that arises is how to relate to practical
issues and concerns that arise in the |'win'a process. Both van ni'p and nnw? |'v'7a as well as
preventing the husband from attempting to undermine the va.

The other end of the spectrum is where we are practically convinced that we should allow her to
remarry, but there are more formal issues that present an issue.

In the situation where we have less than formally ideal evidence that the husband has died, we

are in a quandry. On the one hand we generally require 2 witnesses to attest to a change in 7aT
ninyaw. On the other hand, as Tosafot gittin 3a points out, if only one person saw him die, then
we really have no other option.
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In the case of 7van nnma TNX TV we see 121 N 17'PR KAy Diwn allowing us to overcome the
formal obstacles.

(Skim the Mishna, and focus on the GM indicated by the arrows).
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The Gm starts with the assumption that we only need one witness for this situation. The
conclusion of the Gm is that formally we would really require two, but because of the stringency
imposed at the end (if he’s still alive), we are lenient at the beggining (and allow her to remarry).
If we need two witnesses why would this in any way change things?
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All three of these factors might be reasons to believe that he is indeed dead. But how does that
formally allow her to remarry? Isn’t it still nnyaw 1271?
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What is the Rl rejecting, and what is his position.
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How does the Rashba understand our ability to rely on an Tnx Tv? How does it compare with
the R’I's understanding?
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The rambam places us is a bit of a bind. On the one hand he seems to be laying out a
fundamental position that niTy is only necessary to testify to an action (provide a narrative), not
to inform of an extant reality. Since the empiracle evidence is available, there is no need for
testimony, we just require the information.

However, the Rambam then says that the o'mbn were 7'jm. This implies that the measure is
rabbinic, although it might be that he’s saying that the Rabanan were atypically incautious and
willing to leave the standards of evidence as is becasue of niay.
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Here the Rambam sounds like the actual reliability of the single witness is entirely Rabbinic.
What does the Rambam really think? Is it xn*xT or 32277 and how does it work?
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