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1. As R. Ilai phrased it: "You can recognize a person's real character by his wine cup (koso), his purse (kiso), and his anger (kaaso).”

· Babylonian Talmud Eruvin 65b
2. There are four character types among people:

a. One who says, “What’s mine is mine and what’s yours is yours.” This is an average character type, but some say this is characteristic of Sodom
b. “Mine is yours and yours is mine” is an unlearned person.
c. “Mine is yours and yours is yours” is scrupulously pious. 

d. “Yours is mine and mine is mine” is wicked.

-Pirkei Avot, 5:13
3. The Rabbis taught: A poor person, a wealthy person, and a wicked person come to judgment. To the poor person they say, “why did you not engage in Torah study”? If he says, “I was poor and preoccupied with my sustenance, they can say to him, “were you any poorer than Hillel?” They said about Hillel the Elder that each and every day he would work, and earn a Terapik. He would give half of it to the guard at the study hall, and half of it for the livelihood of his household. 
One day he did not find work, and the guard at the study hall did not allow him to enter. He climbed up on the roof, and suspended himself by sitting on the edge of the skylight in order to learn Torah…

They said about R’Elazar ben Charsom that his father left him one thousand cities on dry land and one thousand ships at sea. Yet each and every day he would take a flask of flour on his shoulder and walk from town to town to study Torah…

-Babylonian Talmud, Tomah 35b

4. Ben Zomah said…”Who is rich? He who is happy with his lot. 

-Pirkei Avos 4:1 
5. A baby enters the world with hands clenched, as if to say 'The world is mine; I shall grab it.' A person leaves with hands open, as if to say, 'I can take nothing with me.'
                              -Midrash, Koheles (Ecclesiastes) Rabbah
6. “Hashem saw all that He had done and saw that it was very good.” This refers to the good inclination and the Yetzer Harah. But can the Yetzer Harah be “very good”? If it wasn’t for the Yetzer Harah people would never build a house, marry, or go into business.

-Midrash, Parshat Bereishis
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