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Rabbi Yitzhak ben Sheshet Perfet (Rivash)

1326-1408

Rabbi Yitzhak ben Sheshet Perfet lived in Spain, and was a student of the Ran and R’ Hasdai Crescas. Though he
was recognized as a Talmid chakham and answered many halakhic inquiries, he lived a private life and worked
in commerce until around the age of 50, when he was compelled to become a rabbi. With 6 other men in
Barcelona, he was imprisoned on false charges. After his release he became the Rav of Zaragoza, but there was
a lot of strife in the community so he left to Valencia where he started a yeshiva. He fled persecution in 1391
and eventually settled in Algiers. Someone there who wanted to become the rabbi thought he was competition
and began to persecute him. Someone had the government appoint him the rabbi, but that caused others to
oppose him as they disapproved of government intervention in the rabbinate. Nonetheless, he was greatly
honored by Algerian Jews, and many still make a pilgrimage to his kever in Algiers. He was the author of 518
teshuvot, and is often cited by many poskim, including the Beit Yosef, as a source.



