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What emerges is that the Hazal had great respect for the
intuitive metaphors of the common man who, though formally
uneducated, absorbs truisms from the Torah setting in which
he lives. The observant, godfearing Jew, who never had the
opportunity or the intellectual ability to study Torah, often
manages to grasp perceptions which are well grounded in the
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Some have gone astray because in their learning
and in their path to spiritual perfection, they
betrayed their own personal, unique nature. Some
are more fit for Agada, and halacha is not in their
nature as a primary way of learning. Because such
people [have not been taught to] value and
recognize their unique talents in Agada, they
immerse themselves in Halacha as is customary
[in yeshivos today]. But such a person feels an
inner opposition to what he is learning because
that which he is investing himself in is not in
accordance with his essential nature. If, however,
he would find the area where his talent and
interests lie, and he would fulfill that by making
that area of Torah which fits with the nature of his
soul his primary area of learning, he would
immediately recognize that the inner opposition
he used to feel was not due to any deficiency in
the holy and essential Halacha area of Torah
learning. Rather, he would know that his soul
simply required a different area of learning as his
primary study. Such a person would remain
faithful in a beautiful way to the holiness of Torah.
He would become great and strong in the area of
Torah which speaks to him. In addition, he will
assist those whose primary learning is in Halacha
to also taste the sweetness of Agada. But when a
person does not [or is not given the option to]
recognize the true reason for his inner opposition
to what he is learning, and he attempts to
overpower his own nature [because he is taught
that there is only one correct way to learn Torah],
then the moment some options for a non-Torah
way to live are opened up for him, he will break
out and then hate and become any enemy of Torah
and emunah. He will go from one sin to another,
and we know what such people have wrought.
They attempt to create that which they envision as
the ideal way of the world and they attempt to
blind "the eye of the world."There is a great
variety of areas of Torah learning which are fitting
to the great variety of individual souls' natures.
Some people are even drawn to specific areas of
secular wisdom. Even such people should go
according to their inner nature and they must set
aside specific times for learning Torah. If they do
this, they will succeed at both because "Torah
together with the way of the world is beautiful."
And the gemara at the end of Yuma discusses how
to establish the right balance of primary and
secondary for such people. In general, this whole
subject is dependent on the character and nature
of each individual person's soul.
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