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Where it Comes From

1. Makkos 23b-24a

AT NI 1IN0 PIRD WAM DOWWY DIRA WHW IwnaR 17 1K1 NIXA I0Y WY DIRD W ORPAY 927 WA
TWn 1Y MY AMN) 7,32 0727 (RIP ORM R 27 MR QTR DW 1PIR TAD AW A1INWY VAR 2°NRI
DIYAW 771237 97 T2 73777 KDY 21X 17 070 T ARD NOW ROIWA%AA 770 W

§ Rabbi Simlai taught: There were 613 mitzvot stated to Moses in the Torah, consisting of
365 prohibitions corresponding to the number of days in the solar year, and 248 positive
mitzvot corresponding to the number of a person’s limbs. Rav Hamnuna said: What is the
verse that alludes to this? It is written: “Moses commanded to us the Torah, an inheritance
of the congregation of Jacob” (Deuteronomy 33:4). The word Torah, in terms of its
numerical value [gimatriyyal, is 611, the number of mitzvot that were received and taught by
Moses our teacher. In addition, there are two mitzvot: “I am the Lord your God” and: “You
shall have no other gods” (Exodus 20:2, 3), the first two of the Ten Commandments, that we
heard from the mouth of the Almighty, for a total of 613.
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3. Sefer Halachos Gedolos
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4. Sefer Mitzvos Gadol
Author: Moses ben Jacob of Coucy

Composed in (c.1243 - c.1247 CE). Sefer Mitzvot Gadol (Semag) is a book of halakhot
organized, in general, according to Rambam’s listing of the 613 mitzvot. The book is separated
into two parts: Section 1 on positive commandments and Section 2 on negative commandments.
The author cites the Biblical verse, rabbinic exegesis, relevant Talmudic sources and comments
by other halakhic authorities for each mitzvah. A table of contents for each book, called
"Remazim", helps the user to find a specific mitzvah. In the era preceding the publication of the
Shulchan Aruch, Semag was the principal halachic text studied in Ashkenazic academies.
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5. Zohar Harakiya, Tashbetz page 117
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6. Sefer Mitzvos Katan
Author: Isaac ben Joseph of Corbeil
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Composed in (c.1263 - c.1277 CE). Halakhic compendium interspersed with ethical homilies,
parables, and aggadot. The book is modeled after the "Sefer Mitzvot Gadol", but omits the
lengthy discussions characterizing that work, providing instead a synopsis of each of the
commandments along with some halakhic details. Omitted as well are the commandments which
are no longer applicable in the post-Temple era. The book was originally titled "Sheva Amudei
HaGolah" due to the fact that it is divided into seven parts corresponding to the days of the
week, in order to encourage and facilitate constant review. It achieved widespread popularity,
receiving recognition from outstanding scholars in France and Germany — even to the extent of
being included by some early authorities in the prayer book, so that the precepts could be recited
daily in place of supplications and the reading of psalms.
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7. Ramban, footnote to Sefer Hamitzvos, Shoresh 1
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What it Means

8. Tiferes Yisrael, Chapter 4
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Negative Commandments
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Positive Commandments
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Two Systems
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System 1: Nature — Under the Sun
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System 2: The Human Being -
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System of Nature vs System of Humanity
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Negative Commandments — Preserving the Natural System
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Positive Commandments — Enhancing the Human System
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