73 J'undamentals of q;aith

The Rambam

Rambam was born on the fourteenth day of Nissan — the day

before Passover — in the year 1135%, in Cordova, Spain. He was a
descendent of a distinguished and scholarly family tracing its ancestry

to Rabbi Yehudah HaNassi, the compiler of the Mishnah, and even
further back to the royal house ofKing David. At the conclusion of his
Commentary on the Mishnah — the compilation of the Oral Tradition of
the Torah (tractate Uktzin 3:12), Rambam enumerates his ancestry eight
generations back, indicating that all were distinguished Dayanim, Rabbis
and scholars. His father served as Dayan — a judge in the Jewish court
of law — of the Jewish community of Cordova and was famous not only
for his vast Torah knowledge, but also for his general scholarship,
especially in mathematics and astronomy. Rabbi Maimon himself taught
his prodigious son Scripture, Talmud, and every aspect of the Jewish
religion and tradition, and provided him also with a multifaceted
education and a thorough training in worldly sciences. It was at the
suggestion of his father that the young Moshe immersed himself in the
study of philosophy and medicine — fields in which he was to later attain
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world renown.

The young Moshe was barely Bar Mitzvah when the fanatical Aimohades conquered Cordova in 1148.
These ruthless, savage Moslems tolerated no other religion than their own and offered the Jewish
population the choice of conversion to Islam, death, or expulsion from their native land. Thus the Jews
were given the excruciating alternative of either surrendering their eternal faith or their very life, or
abandoning their homeland where they had lived for many centuries, leaving behind all their possessions,
to seek a haven of refuge in a hostile world where they were nowhere welcome. The vast majority of the
Jews, among them the Dayan and his family, chose exile and left Cordova. Of those who could not leave,
many met a martyr's death, sanctifying the Name of G-d, and some became insincere converts to Islam,
merely outwardly, all the while, secretly, in their hearts and in the privacy of their homes, observing and
practicing all the precepts of the Torah, never abandoning their inherited religion.

Rabbi Maimon and his family wandered about from city to city in Southern Spain, without being able to
stay in any one place for a long period, for the conquering Almohadian hordes swept all across Southern
Spain. After ten years of a nomadic life, they joined a group of fugitives who headed toward North Africa
and eventually settled, in 1159, in Fez, then the capital of Morocco. But they were still not destined to
enjoy peace and security. After a five year stay in Fez they had to leave because of religious intolerance
and persecution. They again became wandering Jews, without a home. By way of Jerusalem and
Hebron, the Maimon family made their way to Egypt. The Holy Land, desolate and unpopulated, ravaged
by the Crusaders, did not afford them a permanent place of residence. They spent three days in
Jerusalem in prayer at theWestern Wall, and one day in Hebron praying at the graves of the Patriarchs at
the Cave of Machpelah. From there they proceeded to Egypt. In Fostad, near Cairo, the seat of the
Caliphate, the family of Rabbi Maimon at last found a haven. Unlike other Moslem countries, the Jews in
Egypt, under the tolerant and enlightened rule of the Fatimide caliphs, were granted complete religious
and civil freedom. They were allowed to develop their religious, cultural and communal life, as well as to
engage in commerce without any restrictions or interference. It was here that Rabbi Moshe was to create
the masterworks for which the Jewish people are forever indebted to him.

They had barely settled in their new domicile, and were just beginning to enjoy the long sought life of
freedom and peace, when misfortune struck the Maimon family.

A few months after their arrival in Fostad, Rabbi Maimon, the former Dayan of Cordova, passed away.
Rabbi Moshe deeply mourned the loss of his great father, who was to him not only a father but also his
foremost teacher and most important influence

Rabbi Maimon wrote a commentary on the Talmud, which his son Rabbi Moshe mentions in his
introduction to the Mishnah and which he used as a source in the preparation of his own work?. His
younger brother, David, took upon himself the responsibility of providing financial support for the entire
family, in order to enable his gifted brother, Moshe, to devote himself to his studies without financial
worry. David became a jewel merchant, importing gems and precious stones from India. He succeeded in
this business and the family lived very comfortably. Unfortunately, the family was struck again by tragedy
with the untimely death of their provider. On a business trip to India, the ship on which David was sailing
was caught in a storm, shipwrecked in the Indian Ocean, and David drowned, carrying with him the entire
family fortune.

It devolved upon Rabbi Moshe to become the breadwinner of the family. However, as a result of his
incessant study and his grief over his brother's death, he became seriously ill. Bedridden for several
months, he was unable to provide support for his family. When he finally recovered, he began to practice
medicine. Rambam did not deem it proper to obtain monetary benefits or receive financial remuneration
from his vast Torah knowledge. Torah should be studied and taught, he maintained, only for the sake of
Heaven and not for earning a livelihood® Hence he devoted himself to the vocation of medicine. He was
so successful in this profession, and in the course of time gained such a reputation, that Grand Vizier
Alfadhil, and eventually Sultan Saladin as well, appointed him to be their personal physician.

Biography courtesy of http://www.chabad.org/library/article cdo/aid/107770/jewish/Early-Years.htm
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What are T/zqy?

1. Mishna, Sanhedrin 10(11):1

SWPI PO NI YIN I IS DIPYTY BN TOYI (D YWY MINIW NN B PIN BRT W NI 53
TRVUN P2 TN PRI TN )12 DIVIN FINH PR MINA R3N B PN TNk PRY BRI IRGNNY 9T
TSN 53 (170 HIIW) PRI NI 5y WNITT DIPNA 27993 RIPT AR IR RIPY 139 TIPIONY
:PIPHING DU TR NI GR MR IR RIR TR /793N 53 PHY DUR RS DI 590V TUR

2. Rambam, Pirush Mishnayos ad loc.

N0 MY O MMIMDM NIN0N 1NN M/ 12 DYDY MR NN D1pNRn 1NN XD IR XY NNl

121,0°R¥NIN DD NIXNA NYY XINT,NIKNAN 191X MNYA YN DY 'Y X101 .NANKM X120 NIXKND iwRIN Tion .1
DMMP MXEN XD1 XYN1 DD NIXNA NS0Q TN D INIXNA P190 IXN1 19X .0MPN DNY /N1 121001, DNIX'SN 0P
PIPT M2 NOVN XN D 00NN XO1,N%VN INIKENA 00N KD X D N1 D'RENIN 52 7190 IRN1 19X, NIN'SNA
JONNIXENAL PIPT DN 1NN NLNYY N1 02220 "NAT DDXONN TN1YD DDON NN NN 21 , N1 Mixsna
A1 'NDIR MT OV NN R XN RN TION NN

251N TNXRN 12T X291, 00 MITNXRD X921 RN NITAXD XD, TNR 90N NOY N/, XN .N2VNMINTNR i o .2
XON , MO D2 TV 21990 NPNN Sapn 92X 19001 TNX XN VIFON q1aD TNX X21,020 DTTNXRD PYNNR Xiny
JTNX 'NNPN%K N SR yny Y NN MY NN N Mo NN, 0M90 D2 NN NITNX PRE NITNX,TRXR NYYN XN

NVIINN 2D D910 MYNIRN IMYIRY K91 ,9120 N2 X1 9120 1K TNXN DY, KM 000 Mnan N9 whwn o .3
QY X2 NTNY X291 N2 XD 1NKTINON 2NN D150 DNV 1NN0155Y 12991 .0pNn2a X1 08YA XD ,nMinm
,0N2 D12ANNNY 9ND2 DIDNT 11D DN/Y9 N 19V 1N MDY D NAN X1 ,97Y XM T'O XD 19 M9y X0
D90 XA NN HD1,MO1A NNIT AN TR D 912 NN19X,1D1 MEZRNIMTN M DX ,101 DX TN M SR RN K
NN NN2T NNRY 1N01,NRPN 1T D210 DN DL XYM N2T NN DTNy N2™0N A3 MDD MIXN2 MIXNN
2D DX XD D "W NN MDY NN R KN RYORN IO NNL,N20N N YA DTX 121027 1201 .07 2 9D
122 ND X1 A XD 11K 1ND XN 199 ,NNNN Y2 MK DNAN X2 1M Nnn

,POX DN TR M2 XN NI X¥N1 91,0900 INTPN XN IXINAN TRRN DY, XM .InTpn 'wnann Mo .4
NN S 217a0 o D YN .0TR "NYX N1yVN "1 NN 1Dy NN XN 'Wnnn Mo N .N2n 0M902 A Nkm
D21yN NINTPR 1Y 2120 2210 IR NXINY NNL,05NINN 2TYNN INXK 1X021 'N 1Y 1NN 029N N XN 170 nen
.N71N2 "NNMNIRNY 11D NOYNT INIXEA SV 0NN NDINN R T XN D'91019'90 NYT 95

120N NLVNYY NN 1D TRV T'R1.INYVAATINDTTA D091 1NNNM%11TAYY IR WK XN NOVYN' XN 'wnnn o .5
DN TR DNMIYIY9] D'WALIN DYDY 95 NN 20NN NN 921 NTTIOTNI 0229201 DMDDN DDXRYNAN 1N NIX'YN
1N NIANNN 10D NSVNY 1990 XX, 1'OX DN YN DWEAK DNIX PRIV T'R1,N5VN 12180 XOX NN X1 05w
POV MNMY X2 NNINN 2,00 NV Y NNNTRD XN RMNN ToT NN NSty nn 92

,N21TA MINYRA TRA D'NMODN NMINKD YY1 DR 12 IREAY 201D AN NI NYTY XN .OK2N W I .6
NON1 VO MYWX 12010 DYDY H8XMT 50190 DO Ww1Irn Hown MK 12NN 20N NI NYApNRY TV D91 12100M
DT X 0NN IO 9D UMD 1I'NN0N TR, TR IR NI/ DM TION MR LNV 1NN NXIN NN, 0KNN 0N

.01 O'R'21 NXIQ1D DTV NINN PIDDT,TA%1 NYTIN 1T DD XX 0NN 52 MY%0 XN Ny 9% Ny

nuNY 0N 2N ,MNX O'AM MDY NTPY O'RIN DD HW MR XN AKX X010 NN NXKAD Yawn o .7
RE R¥NIY DR DD M 2N NN DT NYVN 1200 N WX 1IRD RN 20N N N2 XN, N%YNn1a ann
X9 ,0DXONN NOYYNI NV NMXYNAN NHYNN XN TY N'IRND YYN NNNINN D015 van DI9N 1OV XN
,N2N X921 VYN XY INDNN N 12T DI 12 IR XD1,71912 I8YN DI 1TV %Y X911V KDY 0N DIy 19 X2
OV NNXR DT Y SV ,72%2 Do AR, VNN 1m0 NN, NN o2 DANN DTN NINDN 12 N2
T2V XX, NINN P10 NNIND ZN9KT,XD9IN 1V NF XD IXAD TN .0DKNAN MYYAX 2 'N 0y 12T XNy
MNTPM NN NANTNYD DD TR DRT 19N DMYNY TR 19 119N NI nm P1osn 2109 DX N9 NN
PNN 2NNM,NTNIND Y21 /92N XM 1D1,X7120 M9 DTMDYN Maa 0'DXYNN NIXEA NYNN X2 sl ,0%wn
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NXN MEPN NDDON IYPX 12'OX1 112D DT 1V P00 XD1,1MKPND1 X125 D'XIN 1My NNIYN SY 12719 Vaw 1y
7QNXE/ 1902 IR ,N2NY MONNNK NXIQIN 19021 1X 12 "NNLVANY NIZATN MIX' 1902 1K 1N1pnY 1INIX 1091,0'07T
D'X™IN XY DD NXIDIN 19721 120 NN DRI NIKYMIN DM TION 1Y MK .mMoTn 19K 192

N2 WEAK D2 NP YUNAR T DY DX D INK QTN N R MY NRK X0 D0 IRN 272NN, 000 T7a0 nyaxa
D17N2 MNIpNR NND2 AKX N2 NN AR XDK NN 1INKIA XD X1 90K N 272NN .12 12X N9 DX N9 TRy
2D DN 1A 28N X120 SV NYO1IN NRTIN NXK DM X DM VN N N2 10102 in 01%Na,05%nm NN
01 127N 12 X2 NZN1L.OMNMO9K NIXINA INIX XN OV ,0RIM NINN XIPI NF2AYM NI WD IN2NN NIPINNM 'RIN
DX NXINQ 'N 0DXM NN OX NYVN AKX 101 DK NN DY 2 NITVIN N IN0ANY 11D DM1NDN Y 12 TRy Xin
T V1 NXNN XN D DY X1 NN 1D X2 /KD XNINY wH¢nN D T1ann .Npn 2y 10 XD 12 127X 1IN YTINK
OXM22 1Y 12TD HXMITA NI 10D ,NIND 701N 19KD TR DINY XN 1OV T1MI1913 2N5NNn Tind w/sn \XonN
X ,NYIX 119119 DY 0TI MM XK AKX L.ND NIRY X1 NNAY DY 901 MMM ND " IR X1 INK IXIN2

NN 5X 'N 12T N5YN 1NX XN NONYNN1% YIRN X951 QTN DK XDX 1D 1K DALY MK 10901 NN
X2 DN 1Y XN 2 1N2N M2 DTN DI DR VIR KDY DD N1DD 1INV DX 2R 12T WRD 019 DX D19
50w 'WnNN 572NN 1NKY 1N o2 1NANNN PN NNNN NN L,0M921 019 XN 'O Y X1 2T N TNl N
X210 N PPN 2NN NINKIAY KD DM NND XN IR M, I8N XX DN ITNN DX XD 0'RMAN

N DNN1'RY N2D1.992 19 X1AN XD X DTN INK IR DN INX XN 1D XN TV IR NNIQ1D 12T DY TINGD
MDD NFPRITNN D XA TR 1221 2 1NP NNV NNKA YRR NVY 1ND N2ANNN 101 250 NNR T Sy 110Nn
TNX NXR DX 12T IK1,00% N MY NN NYRZKTNRY IR DY A 2110 NN 52K 000 ar 90 RNy
X1 D22 NN PRI NI D20 DK 1NKL,NY 922 K12 DX

,NZN% NINIY NINN XN DM DTN T2 NRKNAIN 1M NTNN Y0 XKy XN .DMYN N NN KN nyn Mo
MOX VT 'R, QT NOXRENN T DY NNIXK DMIPY Nyan "N kN N1 15V Nyang 1m0 ,NN12aN 0N Y10 XNl
NMI9D1 NMDMIXN N1 2AN1D XINTTM9Y TP 1925 NSYNA XINA 1OKX Nyan IR D1DN 1OV XN XOX NYVann NN
,'NDIN X, TI0N N2 SX20NN INK DA L,1YID1 U191 DM 1D DN 21 12 2720 TX.PPINA XIpa 01, NNl
191D DY8X NN NPV X291 .NNX NPT NTINL RN ' NN 22N N2anN 'on 20, TN 'NINMYKR N YK ynen
N ,0N2 NOVIN 'R D190 D'DMIRNN 19X ,N99P1 1N NN 2 AN 199 XOX TNK 191D YON N 11901
TAX P109A YIN XN 12 ATRN 91 010 NNINN 20 NN XN NRK ,DMPN 0 0N 'K 1Y 10N ,00nx nyn
MIX D2 XX - DMDIDN DIMRY NN N NYYNT - NN 2T D XN NNINKY 0N Nwn XX XN N2 TR 1NK KoY
XON DTXY PN1.0' 20 N2N NTA YIXA NDNX,NNNDN NYY0N AN X21,'N1any M NIKDD1 MNdN N2 wr nay
,NN22N 9N XN D2 221pNnN NN 101 .7NMNMNN NIXDD1 NUMIXR Y 52 599NNy Apy 'YX NN M7 1N 995Nn5
12 K NNY N NKE NI NRKY XN DN 0'99NN KRN 191N 291901 N210N0 DMK OrN DY 1R NN
1D 121 MIN%Y N D VTN NRI NAK XN MDD o Y ninn 12T, XN NN Rk NNtby 501 pY xinm
2a%n XH

X2 NN Yy X21 N2 q0IN X271 ,NN%1T "N NXN NN X1I2N X921 ,502N X% Nn DTN Xt .21020 Wwnin Tion
DTN 2NN NATPNA N MO IR MK NN 13X 1201130 VAN X211V Q0IN XY K ,17102 D1 2ND2

T2 INXE N2 XOX NIRN NIX N ATV INIRN NYTD XO1,0Mr X1 07T 2 Nyn YT nYyN XN M'wyin o
DITO NPYT AKX YR DTN NV N2 D 'R INKT,DTRN 12 D77 D2 SV MiMpo 1w R *Hyn 201 Nsyn
DTN VN IO SV DMINYKR MN LN D N

12121, MNINNTX 2V NIV M 2mym NN NIKN D'pRY N 210 2112 DN nHyn Xin Wy TNRN Mo

DX NNAX NI 70N YV NNINN P105M T 12 2 Nn DTV 127K 1201 .0N00 NNN IV, RN D21WN XN 217N
2112 DO/H XVINN TAIWN 1192 VT 'R 1217 KON WK N NHYN 12,1900 X1 2NN 'R DX DNKOVN XN
DTN YO DD Q10

Rt V1aph 11,19 NON NNNNN' DX INRNIY M XX NNKDTNARNS IV, NNn NN Wy Dwn o
NOTTAN N 12 PARNDY YR 2NN DY NYT MON 00N NNK IR AT NN X'YIND D NIXPAN DX 2199 X
NN MY DT I 12 PONDIY 1M1 .0DXON TV NN LR DD T HY 12 InKIY NnH DXNN2A 1K1Y 599NNn21 Nankm
TN XOX DX 1on PRY N Mo 990N .0'2%) DNKI DY221 NPNDA 1791 12 NN'0ANY NOINN DX 2'NDON
X1 M2TA1 N2 19D NN NNDNN VA POINN D1 .X1T NS yami

NN 1201 DTN NNN Y NYN Mo
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How are they Different to Other Mitzvos?

3. Rambam, ad loc.

NN 52X 55221 D131 XN MIN,NNNAK DN INNKT%92N0 MMON 93 DX DM N WX

N NN 21D NN DY 19981 ,MNKRNT NANKRD 1A NDF DY NFaNIR N Mgy nn 5011y 5mn11anxo
DX W9 XINTL,PON D M 1N DA 95 Y] X0 N L,Y0N K MN2ANM 1NN NNNN NIN'avn
YSIP1 DTIPRIOXT T X1P 1WA 1901 590N A KY NN MMM 19XN M0 DX POPO IWXDI

101 KAWK N RIA XON NIK XD MHOVINTRND1 NS naim ,my'0ia

95 NINX2 NOVIN NI MR 95 1D MY XOX M0 1IYN "NIXYY TR D272 "NOIRN 1201
M2T DY MM .ARIRN DN NN L,0'1T1 020 DNAN2 DMN9NN 0'9'Win 00 02T Y "NO0X KK
OV IR NNX DY9N 1My N1QN 120 JNAPNN JNIX NON OX1 .20 DN 112NN ,N120 D'RYD NYX
207 NINANN NX XOX TR 'K TNAND XD " 99 12 7NNN X1 . MK NNYYN pray v 'n
1V 22 Sy NPX1 MAYLI 1NN 0NN TAXNYD MK NN D1D01,M12121 "NY21 NN My T2 V1 DYTN
L2090 YD MINX.NNXN T2 MNY OXEX N NRD T

Are They Fully Accepted by AU?

b

Armsoyn e Ny ) K31 AZAEN 0 DTN
A 1o s o oy AT M e T
ingTp e awa b g s st i 5 pe
AT I PR ITORY K3 WK 13T 935 1107R
im::fagw m'g-!'.} T ety ")?1 .:llgﬁp i a7
AR 1D WO 13 M) Yo
Anan e ©vam K3 Ty Tens ens op &
vz posa e 1 e b faw i o e
'y ooty v v sy s o
TR 137 ) LAn A nD 1T Apty
w1 e i ens To e ot
Anyver vp 20 RS e P YR Rz
Arnn 0w 1 vy g ven 33 % wm oo

Mistakes in Belief

4. Rambam, Hilchos Teshuva 3:7
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1N DX 1NN DY Y NIKN AN DOWH 1K1 DX DY T'RY TNIXD :D' N D'RpIN 10 Nnn
MK RN 172D 1K NIRN 121,N01NN SV QA XN DX TR 7120 DY 2O INIRN DT IR DY
M XN 19X NN TNXR 52 DNM%1YN 120 1721102 Yo NN T 1NN D X 2010 T2 101,509

NND1 N N XP NN KX .NNNN Y21 QM XINY XX TNX 120 DY 2O IR /T"aXN nawn/
MTARN M2TA XY NN MM NIXIPRA XY NN 9% NANNN 111290 12010 0101 0172

MY DDMNOK MNMXY MNIXD K"K RN 1722 1KY TNIRND 101 /7"ARN NAN/ .NvTn NX mMyawnn
LNPVY NN DY DN NI D710 1021 10N D172 DN 19 XYY XX NN 21T

5. Sefer Haikarim 1:2 [R. Yosef Albo, Aragon, Spain, 1380-1444. His principal teacher was R. Chasdai
Crescas, one of the leaders of the Jewish community in Christian Spain, the author of Or Hashem. R. Yosef
played an important role in the Disputation at Tortosa, which might have served as the catalyst for the
composition of R. Yosef's Sefer Ha-lkkarim (Book of Principles)]

NVN D'PIOON NIAN DIWN TEN N Y MPNS XA ,NMPYA AXN NN NNINA PINA XN M Yax
¥PNDN9 VN IN0N IR NYTN NSNNA 12N 90 X21 NNX 1T Y X0 DMpyn 10 TR 1Mo rvn
APV NITRY IPY XINY NN 2N IX RN DINN MDD X2 NYT PRY ARIN NS XN 3pyn
MM NTINN "DIN D12 NAAK 1K AR IX ,0MpY DR NN XY TIANKD IR 1NIK TAKY
2522 XN 2K 91D N PR L,NINN TEN PRRND AN MANRKN 12 NINK DI Nk 2NoN 1KY apin
.NNDD PIY A2 XUIN XNV NVI0 XN 'O HY X 0N TDM X 'noN

X 1"V NYI0 XINY 11910 NNXRN MN2N2 NTINN Mpyn Ipy 12NN 199X 5" 7"ARIN 2ND 1t N5
XN Q2 XN AN DAY TNIRNY 5"t D"2N0N ANDY NN SY NIawNN 1902 2N DY 1M IXPHY I
MDON TYN 2NN 1NAXNAN ,XIN 1D NINKN IPYY 19 DY O DNNAX X 2" T7"ARIN MDY 2N N

AN XD TV 1 IMPH IR R, JO/9D NMIATRM D'P1090 Maw/S

D221 02121 NMAX 12 VEAHOX DY DNNIK "1 171215 R8N Nnn 1021 NRX AR TN NN
NNXN YT N D 21792 1TXA NN 12 TNND 1M10NN1NIKNIA VI INKR yeroxn in (2" '2nmn)
X1 TNN% MONNIKRY M 52X ,N2ND MK Y2PD X T'RY DWON NDON XN 1NoN5 MONM

ax ,NYT 9% D'P109N 19D XOX NY2PN 'NDNY X1 NTINA XA NN M92H X921 NNk 1N moab
NN 191D XD1 1N 1R NN YON DNIX 19w 9 DY

6. Rabad of Posquieres pp. 283-284 [Rabbi Yitzchak (Isadore) Twersky]

There is not a shadow of doubt that Rabad was personally committed to the traditional
Jewish view which maintained the unlikeness and incorporeality of G-d as an
indispensable corollary of the existence and unity of G-d. Those Talmudic legends
and homilies which nurture the corporeal misconception of G-d are in his opinion
"corrupting right opinion" about religious matters... Elsewhere in his writings, Rabad
is emphatic and unequivocal concerning the elimination of all anthropomorphic
attributes with regard to G-d: "it is not correct to speak in this manner about the
creater" [Ba'alei HaNefesh p. 4].

7. R. Shimshon Raphael Hirsh, Bereishis 6:6
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Regarding this and-similar anthropomorphic expressions of Gog
we would like to make a general remark. For so long people have philo.
sophied all round these expressions to remove the danger of the slightest
thought of any materiality or corporality of God that at the end one runs
very nearly into the danger of losing all idea of the personality of God.
Had that been the purpose of the Torah, those kind of expressions could
easily have been avoided. But this last danger is greater than the first, The
two anthropomorphic expressions here save the two essential conceptions:
the freedom, the free-will of God, and that of Man. Not for nothing does
it say, “when God saw etc.”. The wickedness of Man was not a matter of
necessity. God had to see it before He knew it. This expression gives us the
guarantee of human free-will. And the fate that overtook mankind was not
the result of physical causes which followed set laws, it was preceded by
Ean examination by God and His decision; the decision itself pained the
. Decider. All this presupposes the personality and free-will of God and keeps
| this clear in our minds. The 7”27 already, one of the most Jewish of our
, thinkers, is of the opinion that such consciousness of the personality of God
is of much greater importance than speculating about it, as to whether this
| or that can be asserted of God.

8. Kobetz Maamarim, page 19 [R. Elchonon Wasserman, born in BirZai Lithuania, 1874 — 1941)
nyTa vaw

aN3 TAART PR KW ABDATA PRRPAT DYanan nYT R
NYHYY NI NWADRT DITART 19N A2 YL 2w Yy
D BB DYTR PRMAR FUNF MR nYma Ym 3 owa
bHoa NN RARY PRERD IR 2 RTT ANY TW XY 1e¢a
TIP3 X DKM W D412 MY DMIMRY SAMR KPT SXw
MY AW 1PIAT AMNROM COINMPIORR IR PR OINPIDRR
TN AYLI TP OPRY PYLID 0T ey Ay B: o B
bpmn puth RIT AP YAk Jnm avn RYN TOMY 13 pnn
mawIY PN PRI 5502 X »“m) AIMK WY PR 343 aevwa
(DD NIT) WM 1T PRI MY Y 129 R0AM DAY PAd
qRIaPA DD BN 2MIMK PNONA DY WD RIANT ONRT NNM
NN RY ARXY TR DIRT DY PN ANNRRT N0 3 by
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Why should this be true?
9. Fundamentals and Faith, pp. 11- 12 [Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg ]

Actually, Rav Chaim’s sympathy was directed towards an individual who possesses certain erroneous beliefs or
lacks certain necessary beliefs concerning God and His Torah. In turn, these shortcomings create an inaccurate and
invalid approach to the mitzvos, which ultimately results in this individual’s inability to be an accurately practicing
Jew. This is the “unfortunate apikorus” to whom Ray Chaim referred. He may be considered an apikorus, because
in reality—although possibly not in practice—he is estranged from the Torah. The Thirteen Principles of the
Rambam represent precisely that area of “faith orientation” with which Rav Chaim is concerned. These tenets of

Judaism are absolutely necessary to properly relate to Torah. Without them, an individual is estranged from Torah;
he is an “unfortunate apikorus.”

Where Did the Rambam Get Them From?

10. Shla, Shaar Ha'oisios, Alef, Emes VeEmunah [R. Yeshaya Horovitz Halevi, 1565-1630, Prague- Tzfat]

,70Y WHW WTIPNRN ,DVN PIaYN 1IN 'NY (ANDN AT ,ON1AV DY NTOPN MY’ NYIAN MIRYNY TN
DY 22NN ,N70Y WHV PRERYI 0N YR PP (PN N0 WHY MNMAa DINVRIN PNNN DAIAR *ynh
WHVN PIITH NN WIN KDY ,NIPNN 1INYY PATH 2157121 ,77VY YHY MTNI NYWITIAN NN MMPHN

PT RV ,NTVY WOV DIPY TV DY DV PPTRY 21NN 1IN KPI1aY 195w RN PHR P19 IRM ,NIVY
NIYY YHVN 1YRI DYNININ DIYY 'Y DOWM ,NTIVN DY R NIV
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