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From Covenant to Covenant:

July 4" as the Secret to Jewish Individualism
& Redemption

Tzvi Aryeh Benoff

1. Genesis 15
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Question: What’s in the contract?

1After these incidents, the word of the Lord came to OR'MNMIT MmN NPRD 071270 1 INRR
Y2IR DR RPAOR DR NINHN2 D3R

Abram in a vision, saying, "Fear not, Abram; | am your
STRA NAID TV 77 10

Shield; your reward is exceedingly great."

2And Abram said, "O Lord God, what will You give me, 2181 IARTTIN NN TR 0I2R IR
PYRT RN I PYRTN 1Y 120
MPOR

since | am going childless, and the steward of my

household is Eliezer of Damascus?"
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3And Abram said, "Behold, You have given me no seed, 713 MM Y1} NNNI Ky *% 10 D72 QRN
SR VI s
and behold, one of my household will inherit me." PRIR WP R
4And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, N1 7YY KD DR VIR MI2T NINT

S99 RID VY Y TN DR:
"This one will not inherit you, but the one who will spring TP RN TYAN R IPR DRT

from your innards-he will inherit you."

5And He took him outside, and He said, "Please look RJ02D MR NNND DR RN
15D% Y2IPDR D229 AT NNRYD
YT DY 1D 3D R DDR

heavenward and count the stars, if you are able to count

them." And He said to him, "So will be your seed."

6And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to NPT 12 NAYNN MDA PRI

him as righteousness.

7And He said to him, "l am the Lord, Who broughtyou — MRRPHIRYIN MYR 1177 2R YoR I0DRT

T ots) i - s LDk
forth from Ur of the Chaldees, to give you this land to SPYTR NRED PIRTTY T IN7 0TY2

inherit it."
8And he said, "O Lord God, how will | know that | will MIYPR 2 VIR NP MDY TR IPRIN
inherit it?"
9And He said to him, "Take for Me three heifers and V1 NYHYN N3P PR VIR IRIY

+513 i pAV] y 915\
three goats and three rams, and a turtle dove and a 2131 W0 VYN 2R) nY2Un

young bird."

10And he took for Him all these, and he divided them in 11?1 TIN2'0NR 102N NPRHI TR 17 Np2?
N7 98X0TIRY 10P] IRIP? 1INV
M

the middle, and he placed each part opposite its mate,

but he did not divide the birds.

11And the birds of prey descended upon the carcasses,  :D7IR DDR 2YN DD VY) TN’

and Abram drove them away.
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12Now the sun was ready to set, and a deep sleep fell DY N29) NRTIM K12 WRYD N

Rk i : ) 9y 3
upon Abram, and behold, a fright, a great darkness was 7Y N2l N2 MWD Nk i) o3

falling upon him.

13And He said to Abram, "You shall surely know that 9 o 19272 YIR YT DHIRY IR
IR DNR 1QYI DITIYY DRY RO pIRa
MY NIRN

your seed will be strangers in a land that is not theirs,

and they will enslave them and oppress them, for four

hundred years.

14And also the nation that they will serve will | judge, DINRY 1IN T 3TV TYR NN DT
9973 W2 IR 1D

and afterwards they will go forth with great

possessions.
15But you will come to your forefathers in peace; you 22PN DIZYA PHRARDR RIAN NRRNY

- . ,- 0
will be buried in a good old age. N0 NPV

16And the fourth generation will return here, for the 1Y DRWNY %2 N3 1299 P27 WTNY
DANTY MPRND

iniquity of the Amorites will not be complete until

then."
17Now it came to pass that the sun had set, and it was N NI M NYIYY NRT WY D
I 11 Y PN VR Tr991 10
dark, and behold, a smoking furnace and a fire brand, DT T3 722 YR UR 7221 T9Y
NPRD
which passed between these parts.
180n that day, the Lord formed a covenant with N33 DIARNR MDY 172 RIND DYan?

00 NRID PIRNTDR AN 1YY MRY
197 91N IMNTTY DAINN

Abram, saying, "To your seed | have given this land,

from the river of Egypt until the great river, the

Euphrates river.

19The Kenites, the Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, MNTRD NRY NPT PPRITIRY

20And the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Rephaim, (DRITNTINY TI90NRY TNNDTNN
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21And the Amorites and the Canaanites and the WIRTTIRY IPIITIR MHRITIRIRD

2Aekmbinly
Girgashites and the Jebusites." POIBIIN

2. Exodus 15:26

70NN 52 PRN %3 NINY) YINYNY MIRD NYYR VYY1 WM P-R ‘N 51p7 ynun piny or R
"IRGT N IR 73 THY DYR N DI¥NI NNY TR
And He said, If you hearken to the voice of the Lord, your God, and you do what is proper in His

eyes, and you listen closely to His commandments and observe all His statutes, all the

sicknesses that | have visited upon Egypt | will not visit upon you, for |, the Lord, heal you

3. Exodus 19:5
"DYRYY 731 NPID 07 DI MIPI2 NR DRINYI 7P YN YinY oR nny”
And now, if you obey Me and keep My covenant, you shall be to Me a treasure out of all

peoples, for Mine is the entire earth.

4. Leviticus 26
..0NY2 DY) 'RNI) :DNR DIPYY) 1INYR *TIXN NRY 1390 'NHNI DR” 3-
DYIN Y0aYN NR DR) IORNN XNPNI DR) :NHRD M¥ND Y2 NR IVYN KDY D IwNYn X5 DY) 14 -
"..02Y9)
3 - If you follow My statutes and observe My commandments and perform them, | will give
your rains in their time,
14 - But if you do not listen to Me and do not perform all these commandments, and if you

despise My statutes and reject My ordinances,

5. Deuteronomy 28

92 PHY IRDY ..DYD TIXN IR YR PYIIXN KD DR NIVYY INYY PRS-R ‘N HIP2 YRYUR YInY DR N1M"1-
WY 7D M0
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And it will be if you obey the Lord, your God, to observe to fulfill all His commandments which |
command you this day, the Lord, your God, will place you supreme above all the nations of the
earth.
IR DD XN 1R IYR PRPNY PHIXN YD NR NIVYY INDYY PRv-R ‘N HIipa ynun XY DR M5 -
"y nzrn niYopn 3 PrY
And it will be, if you do not obey the Lord, your God, to observe to fulfill all His commandments
and statutes which | am commanding you this day, that all these curses will come upon you and
overtake you.
DR 1172 YR NM30 7270 IR0 PIRD OXIY? 213 N 127 NYH DR D MR TYR 10120 13T NPR69 -
"17ha
These are the words of the covenant, which the Lord commanded Moses to make with the

children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which he made with them in Horeb.

6. “The Covenant of Grant in the Old Testiment and in the Ancient Near East”

(Weinfeld, Journal of the

American Oriental Society 90:2)

Two types of covenants occur in the Old
Testament: the obligatory type reflected in
the Sinai covenant and the promissory type
reflected in the covenants with Abraham and

David.

Two types of official judicial documents had
been diffused in the Mesopotamian cultural
sphere from the middle of the second

millennium onwards: the political treaty

which is well known to us from the Hittite

empire and the royal grant, the classical

form of which is found in the Babylonian

il
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kudurru documents (boundary stones ... The structure of both types of these documents is
similar... Functionally, however, there is a vast difference between these two types of

documents. While the "treaty" constitutes an obligation of the vassal to his master, the

suzerain, the "grant" constitutes an obligation of the master to his servant. In the "grant" the

curse is directed towards the one who will violate the rights of the king's vassal,' while in the
treaty the curse is directed towards the vassal who will violate the rights of his king. In other
words, the "grant" serves mainly to protect the rights of the servant, while the treaty comes to

protect the rights of the master. What is more, while the grant is a reward for loyalty and

good deeds already per- formed, the treaty is an inducement for future loyalty.

The covenant with Abraham, and so the covenant with David, indeed belong to the grant type

and not to the vassal type. Like the royal grants in the Ancient Near East so also the covenants

with Abraham and David are gifts bestowed upon individuals who excelled in loyally serving

their masters. Abraham is promised the land because he obeyed God and followed his

mandate...

The gift of land to Abraham and the gift of kingship to David are then formulated in the way
Hittite grants used to be formulated and especially those bestowed upon privileged vassals.
Contrary to the prevalent law in the Hittite kingdom... according to which the property of the
condemned is to be confiscated, in the cited documents the property of the condemned cannot

be taken away.

7. Genesis 36:6
YR 2IP92 TR IRNDTII MR INPRTIRY N2 NIYAr I NRIYNIZNR 1713 NR) PYITR DY npn
TPIR 2PY? 2290 PIRDOR T2 1032 YIND U

Esau took his wives, his sons and daughters, and all the members of his household, his cattle
and all his livestock, and all the property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went

to another land because of his brother Jacob.

8. Rashi Genesis 36:7
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And the midrashic interpretation of the verse “because of his brother Yaakov” — because of the

contract of obligation decreeing “your children shall be strangers” which hung over the

descendants of Yitzchak. [Eisav] said, “l will go from here. | want no part of this gift of this land

that was given to him, nor with the cost entailed in the contract.”

9. “Brit Avot and Brit Sinai” (Rabbi Yehuda Goldberg)

The foundations of Brit Sinai are laws; The

foundations of Brit Avot are values. Brit Sinai takes the

form of a contract: the expectations and conditions are
set for each of the parties, as well as the punishment
for each party in the event of a breach of contract. In
fact, this alliance is very reminiscent of the covenants
between humans in Genesis, which present classic
contractual agreements. Both sides recognize a
common interest, though everyone can come from a
different direction. They do not have to adopt a
common vision, and they can remain neutral and even

hostile to each other... The contract sets a bottom line,

not a top one - which is precisely why the conditions

and sanctions on each side are so rigidly stated.

;DYPIN DMTMY 2D NIa HY NTIDNA
D997 DYTAYY MARA N2 YV N0
NN YV NNX DYDY PO A

93% DMY2 DXRINM NN MITIN
T8 939 WNYN DY NI, DOTTINN N TNR
N1 ,nvyn? .AnnNn Nan Yv npna
731 1P2 MN”2N DR TIRND NP T
D200 MXNN ,NPWRIL 7902 DR
DTN DYTTNN MW .DYORY) 011N
9197 TNR YOV R ,HNMVYN DIVIR
D2 RY DN .INR PN YOR yInh
IRYWINY D91 DY L,HMIVN PITN PRRD
Y AT NIMY QR 1YYV NTNRYa

N — 9P RY NN 47 29%¥N NN
NPYYPIDN DRINNY 99 NN PrTa
VPN NI NN DAIPY TY HIY ona

Brit Avot, on the other hand, presents what we would

call "covenant" in the literal sense. A covenant points

not only to an agreement, but to a kind of union

between the parties. An alliance revolves around a

shared vision, a common goal that inspires both of

them. Although an alliance imposes obligations on

each party, these obligations naturally derive from the

N NN NRT NMIYY ,MIARD NM3a
12102 "N’12” 0NN NN NRY

2 P RY nYraxn nMa Nomn

1’2 TR Y N0 HY RHR ,DOON
PN 220 N2210 NMA .DMTTNN

DR NPAYNN NAMWYN NIVN A IVN
N3 .0ANY YV INYWNY ARIVIN
IR LT 99 HY ININN AYON DINR
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fundamental principles that both parties adopt

together, rather than the formal conditions specified

by the parties to the agreement. While a contract sets

conditions, an alliance sets expectations.

IV 19182 NP QYR NININN
DIXARND DPTINN VY TION MINIPYN

HYIY DMHNTID DIRINA RYY TN
28N ANNY 7Y .D07910 DI0NN
VR NRN 172 ,00RIN

Of course, covenants and alliances complement each

17X 0'n'"7wUn NINMNAI O'TIN LJAInD

other. Two parties united for a common purpose may
choose to strengthen their partnership through explicit
wording of contractual terms, which will provide depth
and structure to their relationship, and also increase

their involvement in it. A classic example in American

history is the complementary role of the Declaration

of Independence and the Constitution. The Declaration

of Independence, as its name implies, outlines the key
principles that forced the original colonies to disengage
from the British Crown and around which they united
to form a new entity. The Constitution, on the other
hand, gives solid state laws that govern the state, even
if from time to time the Declaration of Independence

does not always apply equally.

VN7 DFTNINNAN D' TTY Y L17X DX
7TN7 71IN27 D'"1WY NoONIYN NIun
NI0 NIYX¥NNA 0N NISNIWN NX
[7Y'Y ,0"TIN D'NIN 7Y wII9Nn
DAl ,0N'22 D'ON'Y7 N1aNl NIy

.12 DN7Y NIDIYNN DX N2
NMIVO'NNN N'OX77 NNAIT
D'7UNN DT'{79N X' NIRPOINRN
NPINN 7U1 NIKAXYD DNN¥N 7
,NANY TNINY 19> NINNXYN NINX¥N
D"'T>INN NINPYN NX NVLIYN
NIMIPAN NIAYINN DX IX7'RY
AWK '0MN NN A PNINNT
NIY' NY'X'7 ITARNN DN D220
NINN ,NRT NNIYY ,ARINN .nwTN
NIX D'TyNN D'PXIM 7unn 'pin
DY97 DYON DX 17'9X ,N1* NN
YN T'AN X7 NINNXYN NNNXN

TN NNIXA

10.“The Relationship Between the Declaration of Independence and the

Constitution” (Rob Natelson 2017)
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The Declaration is a statement based on ... fundamental principles of justice and right.... The

Constitution, on the other hand, is a statement of positive law. Positive law consists of rules

enforceable by governmental authority...

After Independence, the Declaration remained as a statement of America’s natural law ideals.
The Constitution was adopted to move American positive law closer to those ideals. The

Constitution did this in at least two principal ways: by substantive rules, and by imposing

procedures designed to produce better results.
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11.Exodus 2

23Now it came to pass in those many days that the king 770 T3 0NN D27 D22 M)
WY NTIPNIN SRIVIT NN DX
TAYTIN DAORTIR DR Yym

of Egypt died, and the children of Israel sighed from the
labor, and they cried out, and their cry ascended to God

from the labor.

24God heard their cry, and God remembered His "R 191 DNPRIME DIOR YIYNTI
- 2ARPYINIRI PRNTIIN DNIARTIN inManN

covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

25And God saw the children of Israel, and God knew. _ :DI2% Y171 DRI aMR DHOR RIND

12.Exodus 3
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1Moses was pasturing the flocks of Jethro, his father in
law, the chief of Midian, and he led the flocks after the
free pastureland, and he came to the mountain of God,

to Horeb.

2An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire
from within the thorn bush, and behold, the thorn bush
was burning with fire, but the thorn bush was not being

consumed.

3So Moses said, "Let me turn now and see this great

spectacle why does the thorn bush not burn up?"

4The Lord saw that he had turned to see, and God called
to him from within the thorn bush, and He said, "Moses,

Moses!" And he said, "Here | am!"

5And He said, "Do not draw near here. Take your shoes
off your feet, because the place upon which you stand is

holy soil."

6And He said, "l am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And
Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look toward

God.

7And the Lord said, "I have surely seen the affliction of

My people who are in Egypt, and | have heard their cry _

because of their slave drivers, for | know their pains.

8l have descended to rescue them from the hand[s] of

the Egyptians and to bring them up from that land, to a

102 0N NI REIR AP M) NYmMR
HR R 72700 INR IREINR PP PN
1270 DOYRND D

PN YRN222 YIR MDY TRYN K92
NI WX 12 'N0D NI X% MyED
DR PR

ARIADTIR NRIRY RINIPR NYN INRM
:NOD IYITNY YT NID Y10

PHR RIPN MIRIY D 2 Y RINT
nYn AYn 0N n3eD TiRn DAY
00 PRI

PN YN PYYIVY TyN 1IpRHR INRND
YTPINTR VY2 THIY IR TYR DIpRN 73
:RIN

YR DPIAR YR PR MR IR IR
R 72 139 NYN I[N 2pY? TYR) PRy
TDITIRITIR V120N

YR PP NYNR MIRT DR DI IRNT
2 Y33 9N IRYHY DNRPYN NN DMINNI
JARINTIN NPT

0 InYYnv hyn T 1R TIRIN
PIRDR 1IN N0 PIRDR RIND PIRD
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good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and NN 73PI20 DIPROR WaT 2N Nt

2399997 9 »r8m 95
honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the PRI N AT DKM

Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivvites, and the Jebusites.

9And now, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has D3] 228 NR3 YRIY™)3 NPYY NI NHPIO
:DNR DYDY DMINN WK YRYINR IR

come to Me, and | have also seen the oppression that

the Egyptians are oppressing them.

1050 now come, and | will send you to Pharaoh, and IR RN NPIOOR NPYURY N7 NHYY

take My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." *DYI¥RN YRIYTI1BY

11But Moses said to God, "Who am | that | should go to 728 2 2238 "D DAYRNHR YN MR
v 19" "\ y \ )"
Pharaoh, and that | should take the children of Israel out RIY IR RPN D) NPIIDR
103N
of Egypt?"
12And He said, "For | will be with you, and this is the 218 72 NIRD TN Y NINRII INRID

PTIYR DAYEN DYIIR WXING PRNYY

sign for you that it was | Who sent you. When you take .
D DD Y DTIORITIR

the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this

mountain."

13And Moses said to God, "Behold | come to the 7% R1 238 N0 DAORDOR NYn IR
DAY VIOR DNZ MR ORI 32
DR NP INYND FINRY DYYR INYY

D2

children of Israel, and | say to them, 'The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is

His name?' what shall | say to them?"

14God said to Moses, "Ehyeh asher ehyeh (I will be what ~ M20% TYR MR NYNHR DIIOR INRNT
INPY MINR DRI 7127 08N N9 RN
1D

| will be)," and He said, "So shall you say to the children

of Israel, 'Ehyeh (I will be) has sent me to you."

15And God said further to Moses, "So shall you say to -2 30Rh 1) nknHr oivy 79 mrdno
oN DPNARPHYRAT? Y19 12

- NN2Y 2pY? TYRY PPN’ VR DRYAR
117 799 77191 D YYD MWD DIIR

the children of Israel, 'The Lord God of your

forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
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the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is My name

forever, and this is how | should be mentioned in every

generation.

16Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to DR AR HRIY? AR Hoow) 210
MR HR NN BINARPHIRATHI

"RTRO TP IHRY 2HYN PN’ Dpan
1071802 DY NYYNINRY DHNR

them, 'The Lord God of your forefathers has appeared

to me, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, "I |

have surely remembered you and what is being done

to you in Egypt.

13.Exodus 6

1And the Lord said to Moses, "Now you will see what | YR NRIN DY NYNIR TN IDRIR
T2 ONPY APIN T2 %) NP9y NYYR
X0 DY RN

will do to Pharaoh, for with a mighty hand he will send
them out, and with a mighty hand he will drive them

out of his land."

2God spoke to Moses, and He said to him, "I am the IR VIR IR NYNHR DFVR 13713
Lord mm
3| appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob with ORI IPYTOR) PRYTIR DRIIRDR RIND

[the name] Almighty God, but [with] My name YHWH, | ‘D)2 "RYIN N7 [l Py 1Y

did not become known to them.

4And also, | established My covenant with them to TR DRY NN? DRRONMIINR SNHPH DIYT
:P2 INIYUNR DNMIN PIR DR V1D PIR

give them the land of Canaan, the land of their

sojournings in which they sojourned.

5And also, | heard the moans of the children of Israel, 2RI N2 NPRIMY AYRY IR | DN
TN 19N DR DY7aYN DXINN YN

a0Ma

whom the Egyptians are holding in bondage, and |

remembered My covenant.
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6Therefore, say to the children of Israel, 'l am the Lord, MRYIN 107 IR SRIVI27 THR 1971
and | will take you out from under the burdens of the SN
n710] Y3 0INR "NYRI DNTIYN

Egyptians, and | will save you from their labor, and | will , .
10973 POV

redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great

judgments.

14.Kesser Shem Tov 206(2)

N72PNa PRARNY 'R 7"YNA DXINRNDN DTR 232 7110 21V W2 23 11MIAR INYRIIPAYR DINIR IR 7NY DYV
DTN MINRA YY RV 0 72M APTN INNNR 1799 [D1NTPN PIIAR 13772 79I0W] MR NYap nnnn
MIPN NN 1Y 1NN OR R IMR MNAY R”RY NYYN 19 W /RIY RIN DA PIYNM 1717pPNN NHINN
YR NNNRAY 170N 1Y W2 2R DYIPVN IPN ROV TIVY YMIAR NP IRN NPTN INNINK 22 17N MIMmon
271 NNRNN NP RN PINY NHINNY NHPN 1Y W2 7aN HAR DIV DYV 'K NTMYN DIWIR MIXND PI RIN
IR ORY IMNAY 9197 HPaw PION 1Y VY 9”1 HAR N7INY NANRIY NNOY NNNRA IR PN RN INPHN
PMIAR KY JAIOY 1AT 1NN 1YYNY PR IT2 MIND AW N YAR 1N NN INNNR MIMDN NPRI Y
TN IWNYR DMK R ATHY NIV 1DV NNINR RN ITINRYL IPNY 1D IR I PTINA DININTPN
ORI PNNY IPOR DNIAR POR R7IPT MIPRN D29 NIWNA 2”91 11NYAP TN 1IMAR AYRY 1INVPN
19PN ROR DNTARN DNYAP YY 19100 RY 2pY" pnNdT 79 IMY apy" pNY’ DNIAR PR DINIR PRI 2Py’
DNXYI MPHYRD

There are two approaches to belief in G-d. There are
those who believe in G-d because of the tradition they
received from their ancestors, and others who believe
because of their own intellectual research. When a
person's belief is based on his ancestors' faith, it will
never be uprooted because it is not dependent on his
own logic. Even if questions are posed to him that he
cannot resolve, his faith remains unshaken because it is
not a product of his own thought. There is, however, an
inherent disadvantage to this approach, because his

observance will lack the fire and the initiative that

accompanies faith produced by one's own

understanding and knowledge.
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One who believes because of his own thought and research, by contrast, possesses such vitality
and energy. On the other hand, there is an inherent weakness to his faith because — since it is

based on logic and reason it can be dislodged through logic and reason.

As such, we must employ — and combine both approaches. Such synthesis is intimated by the

words "our L-rd” — belief established through our knowledge — "and L-rd of our Patriarchs” —

faith which rests on the bedrock of our ancestral legacy.

This is also alluded to by the continuation of the blessing which speaks of “the L-rd of Avraham,
the L-rd of Yitzchak, and the L-rd of Yaakov” (mentioning "the L-rd of” in connection with each
of the Patriarchs). Implied is that although Yitzchak and Yaakov received a legacy of faith from
Avraham, they did not content themselves with it, but instead developed their own personal

bond with G-d
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