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® Shiurei HaRav (On the Love of n1In: Impromptu Remarks at a Siyyum, pg 182)- In a certain sense what k’dusha
is for the Jew, Torah is for the talmid chacham. Torah should not just be an intellectual pastime. True, one can enjoy
the intellectual creativity involved in Talmud Torah, but Talmud Torah should be an emotional experience as well;
one should feel a tremor when engaged in it. The Torah should not just be seen as a book, but as a living
personality, a queen like the Shabbos Malkasa, with whom one can establish an I-thou relationship. In many
places the Torah is referred to as a personality, as for example: “The NN said before the Holy One Blessed Be
He.” The study of nin should be a dialogue, not a monologue. If | look at the X121 as simply paper and print, as
merely a text, | would never be creative; Torah is a friend.
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26) Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch by Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Klugman, pg 64-65- When he®® wrote
of loneliness to his father and expressed the need for a chavrusa, the latter replied with a pun on
the Mishnah (Avos 1:6) 1an 77 naj7, Acquire a friend for yourself. “Let a pen (n1j7) be your
friend,” his father wrote. And he did.

27) Rav Gifter by Rabbi Yechiel Spero, pg 38- As he would say throughout his life, his pen was
his chavrusa; that is, as he wrote, his need to express his thoughts helped him to develop his
ideas into cogent writings. Later in life, especially when he served as a rabbi in Waterbury,
Connecticut, where he had few with whom to share these deep thoughts, he would sometimes
talk out loud to inanimate objects just to help himself think through a concept. At times, he
would even talk to a Coke bottle! During these periods of loneliness, his treasured and
cherished pen became his best friend. He would often say that his pen helped him think and
helped him navigate his way through the sugya.
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 Rav Hirsch was the young (about 27 years old) Rabbi of Oldenburg, Germany at that time.
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