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We remember the fish that we used to eat free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.
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Rav and Shmuel disagree about this verse: One said: The verse is referring literally to fish. And one said: The verse is referring
to incestuous relations that the Torah had not yet forbidden. The Gemara explains: The one who said that the verse is referring
to fish bases him explanation on the verse, as it is written “which we ate.” This means what they actually ate. And the one
who said that the verse is referring to forbidden sexual relations also bases his explanation on the verse, as it is written “for
nothing.” Certainly, the people did not actually eat fish for free.
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R. Elazar Hamodai says: Israel were servants to kings in Egypt. When they went out to market they could take bread, meat, fish,
and all other things, and no one would stop them. They could go out to the field and take grapes, figs, and pomegranates, and
no one would stop them.
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The simple understanding is that the fisherman would employ them to pull in the fish caught in the traps and nets and would
give them off the fish, as is the custom of all who spread out nets. As for the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and
the garlic — they had many in Egypt as it was like a vegetable garden, and when they would dig in the gardens or any other work
in the field, they would eat from the vegetables. Alternatively, the Jews were the servants of the King, and they would do his
work and he would support them with minimal bread and water, so they would spread out in the city and go into gardens and
fields and eat the vegetables, and none would stop them as is the custom with the King’s servants.
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Literally free, as the Egyptians would support the Jews so that they could do their work, and they would feed them common,
extremely cheap things, such as fish of the river and cucumbers. We find the same regarding Herodotus...

6. 'The Dictator's Handbook: Why Bad Behavior is Almost AlWﬂyS Good Politics by Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair Smith
From a leader’s point of view, the most important function of the people is to pay taxes. All regimes need money. As a result,
certain basic public goods must be made available even by the meanest autocrat, unless he has access to significant revenue from
sources, like oil or foreign aid, that are not based on taxing workers... These policies are not instituted for the betterment of the
masses, even though, of course, some members of the masses, especially workers, benefit from them.

... |[Regarding education which is high in autocracy, but only at elementary levels. Ex. Literacy in North Korea is 100%0!]
The rules of politics, as we know, instruct leaders to do no more for the people than is absolutely essential to prevent rebellion.
Leaders who spend on public welfare at the expense of their essentials are courting disaster. These leaders, whether dictators or
democrats, are all grappling with the same question: How much education is the right amount? For those who rely on few
essential backers the answer is straightforward. Educational opportunity should not be so extensive as to equip ordinary folks,
the interchangeables, to question government authority...
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As it says in Mishlei 12 “a righteous person knows the soul of his animal, and the mercy of evil ones is cruel”. This means that
the good person knows his animal’s soul, knowing that the exertion of 7 parsa is enough for it, and feeds it a £av of batley,
which is needed for this task. The evil person gives it the effort of 2 or 3 £ay, and the next day exerts it to double its walking.
This is the true reason that he is “merciful” on it to give it double food. It is cruel to give it more than its ability and norm,
and make it satiated to work it with hard work without mercy.

8. Toladot Yitzchak suggests that the fish was rotten and they were trying to make them ill.
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(1) (Bamidbar 11:5) "We remember the fish that we would eat in Egypt, free": Is it possible that the Egyptians gave them fish
free? Is it not written (Shemot 5:18) "And now, go and work, and straw will not be given you": If they did not give them straw
free, would they give them fish free? How, then, are we to understand "free"? "Free" of mitzvoth.
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For reason the people hated the land, for they were cavalier of heart and distant from charity. They had no desire or will to go
from a place of exemption to a place of obligation — with a full mouth they had said “we remember the fish we ate for free in
1,” which Sifrei understands as free from commandments. The meaning is that they ate without Terumot and Maasrot. ...
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G-d understood the truth, as Asaph said “and they tested G-d in their hearts to ask for food for their soul”, saying “can G-d set
a table in the desert?!”
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(22) because they did not put their trust in God, did not rely on His deliverance. (23) So He commanded the skies above, He
opened the doors of heaven (24) and rained manna upon them for food, giving them heavenly grain. (25) Each man ate a
hero’s meal; He sent them provision in plenty. (26) He set the east wind moving in heaven, and drove the south wind by His
might. (27) He rained meat on them like dust, winged birds like the sands of the sea, (28) making them come down inside His
camp, around His dwelling-place. (29) They ate till they were sated; He gave them what they craved. (30) They had not yet
wearied of what they craved, the food was still in their mouths

13. Story of the Man (Shemot 16)

Story of the bricks (Shemot 5)
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14. R. David Fohrman notes that both stories have
¢ Quotas — but in one it is impossible to reach, in the other you will always reach it.

e  Master and Servant — Pharoah vs. G-d
e DY DY —IMY1 DY 1T

e Rest— Forbidden rest (You are lazy for wanting to serve G-d) vs. G-d wants you to rest.

e Double collection — Bricks+resources vs. Man X 2
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