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Mitzvah of the Week: Four Cups - Every Jew Tastes Redemption
R. Judah Kerbel ~ Queens Jewish Center ~ Va’era 5781
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Shemot 6:6-8 '
Therefore say to the Israelites: ‘T am the Lord. I will take you out from under the burdens of
Egypt and I will rescue you from their bondage and I will redeem you with an outstretched
arm and with great retributions. And I will take you to Me as a people and I will be your God,
and you shall know that I am the Lord your God Who takes you out from under the burdens of
Egypt. And I will bring you to the land that I raised My hand in pledge to give to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, and I will give it to you as an inheritance. (Trans. Prof. Robert Alter)
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Talmud Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:1

From where [do we know the requirement to drink] four cups? Rabbi Yochanan [said] in the
name of Rav, "Rabbi Banniah said, 'Corresponding to the four [expressions of] salvations:
"Therefore say unto the children of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out, etc. And I will
take you to Me for a people, etc."(Exodus 6:6-7). "And I will bring you out, and I will rescue you,
and I will save you, And I will take you."" Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said, 'Corresponding to the
four cups of Pharaoh: "And the cup of Pharaoh was in my hand and I squeezed them into the cup
of Pharaoh and I placed the cup onto the palm of Pharaoh... and you will place the cup of
Pharaoh, etc." (Genesis 40:11-13).' Rabbi Levi said, 'Corresponding to the four kingdoms' and
the rabbis said, 'Corresponding to the four punishments that the Holy One, blessed be He, will
pour upon the nations of the world in the future: "For so said the Lord, the God of Israel to me,
"Take the cup of wine of anger, etc."" (Jeremiah 25:15); "A golden cup is Babylonia in the hand of
the Lord" (Jeremiah 51:7); "As it is a cup in the hand of the Lord" (Psalms 75:9); "Upon the
wicked He will cause to rain coals; fire and brimstone and burning wind shall be the portion of
their cup" (Psalms 11:6)."" What is 'the portion of their cup'? Rabi Avin said: the vial of Poterion
wine that is given after the bath [in the bath house]. And in the future the Holy One of Blessing
will give to Israel four cups of consolation to drink: 'God is my portion my cup' (Psalms 16:5);
'You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows' (Psalms 23:5); and also 'T will lift up the cups of
salvation' (Psalms 116:13)
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Talmud Pesachim 9gb

Even the poorest of Jews should not eat the meal on Passover night until he reclines on his left
side, as free and wealthy people recline when they eat. And the distributors of charity should not
give a poor person less than four cups of wine for the Festival meal of Passover night. And this
halakha applies even if the poor person is one of the poorest members of society and receives his
food from the charity plate.
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Talmud Pesachim 112a

And this halakha applies even if the poor person accepts funds from the charity plate. The
Gemara asks: It is obvious that this is the case. If there is a mitzva to drink these four cups,
they must be provided for him. The Gemara answers: The mishna is necessary only to teach
that this halakha applies even according to the opinion of Rabbi Akiva, who said: Make
your Shabbat like an ordinary weekday and do not be beholden to other beings. If one
is unable to honor Shabbat without financial help from others, it is better for him to save money
and eat his Shabbat meals as he would on a weekday rather than rely on other people. Here, in
the case of the four cups, Rabbi Akiva concedes that it is appropriate for a poor person to
request assistance from the community, due to the obligation to publicize the miracle. With
regard to this issue, the school of Eliyahu taught that although Rabbi Akiva said: Make
your Shabbat like a weekday and do not be beholden to other beings; however, one
should nevertheless perform some small alteration in his house to distinguish Shabbat
from a weekday. The Gemara asks: What is this alteration? Rav Pappa said: For example,
one should serve small, fried fish. As we learned in a mishna: Rabbi Yehuda ben Teima
says: Be bold like a leopard, light like an eagle, run like a deer, and be strong like a
lion to perform the will of your Father in Heaven.
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(Translations from Sefaria.org except where otherwise noted)






