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“Redemption, Prayer and Talmud Torah” .4
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Tradition 17:2
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The slave lives in silence,? if such a meaningless existence may
be called life. He has no message to deliver. In contrast with
the slave, the free man bears a message, has a good deal to
tell, and is eager to convey his life story to anyone who cares
to listen. No wonder the Torah has, four times, emphasized the
duty of the father — a liberated slave — to tell his children,
born into freedom, the story of his liberation.® Free man who is
eager to tell his story, is always surrounded by an audience
willing to listen to his story. The slave has neither a story nor a
curious audience. Mereover, he is not merely a speechless being,
but a mute being, devoid not only of the word, but of the mean-
ingful sound as well.
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What is redemption?

Redemption involves a movement by an individual or a com-
munity from the periphery of history to its center; or, to employ
a term from physics, redemption is a centripetal movement. To
be on the periphery means to be a non-history-making entity,
while movement toward the center renders the same entity his-
tory-making and history-conscious. Naturally the question arises:
'ﬁ:ﬂ’hat Is meant by a history-making people or community? A
history-making people is one that leads a speaking, story-telling,
communing free existence, while a non-history-making, non-

his.mry-involved group leads a non-communing and therefore
a silent, unfree existence.
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