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~The World of Rabbi Joseph B, Soloreitchik (pg 248)
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(22) The Rav (The world of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik pg. 241-243)

Related by the Rav during a Sheva Berakhot talk in honor of David and Rona Holzer at the home of Rabbi
and Mrs. Emanuel Holzer, March 27, 1979.

The relationship of a talmid [student] and rebbe [teacher] plays an important role in my life. I have only
two daughters and one son. My son is also my talmid, and so are my daughters. The basic relationship
between me and my children is that of teacher and student, and not so much of father and child. I was
brought up in an environment where the basic—and this is expressed in my ma’amarim [essays]—was not
the biologically justified relationship of father and son. Sometimes we have in common nothing else but the
genetic code. The Torah respected this relationship, which is the common denominator between people.
Science calls this relationship the genetic code. However, there is a higher relationship, and that is the
kinship of rebbe and talmid. This relationship has nothing to do with the genetic code because they have
two different genetic codes. But there is a certain sense, what shall I say, of identification. When I teach
young boys, no matter how complicated the sugya is, I try to pass on to them more than just knowledge. I
pass on to them not only the knowledge, the abstractions and the concepts of the halakhah, but also
something that I experience, something personal, something intimate, a part of myself. I try to pass all this
on to my talmidim. Some receive it, some accept it. Some cannot accept it, because the modern American
and European Western man has never known what the relationship between talmid and rebbe means. He
has never understood Judaism...Perhaps they understood the relationship between master and disciple. I
do not know. However in Yahadus, this relationship is the foundation of the Torah she-be’al peh [Oral
Tradition] and the great mesorah. It is the heart of a great tradition which one generation passes on to the
next generation. By passing on this message, the first generation gives itself to the second generation. There
is a merger, so to say, an existential merger of the generations throughout the ages and the millennia. I
cannot establish this relationship with every talmid. Some talmidim resist it. They look upon me as they
look upon any other teacher, simply as a technician. While they are in class and I am explaining the sugya,
they are pretty good students at times. However, once the Gemara is closed and they are outside the
classroom, they do not recognize me. It is a world which I do not wish to know. However, some talmidim,
who have sensitive hearts as well as sensitive minds sustain the relationship between talmid and rebbe.




