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Ezra 7:1-6

(1) Now after these things, in the reign of
Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of
Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of
Hilkiah, (2) the son of Shallum, the son of
Zadok, the son of Ahitub, (3) the son of
Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son of
Meraioth, (4) the son of Zerahiah, the son of
Uzzi, the son of Bukki, (5) the son of
Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the chief priest—
(6) this Ezra went up from Babylon; and he
was a ready scribe in the Law of Moses,
which the LORD, the God of Israel, had
given; and the king granted him all his
request, according to the hand of the LORD
his God upon him.

Ezra 7:11-28 =

(11) Now this is the copy of the letter that
the king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the
priest, the scribe, even the scribe of the
words of the commandments of the LORD,
and of His statutes to Israel:...(25) And thou,
Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God that is in
thy hand, appoint magistrates and judges,
who may judge all the people that are
beyond the River, all such as know the laws
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of thy God; and teach ye him that knoweth
them not. (26) And whosoever will not do
the law of thy God, and the law of the king,
let judgment be executed upon him with all
diligence, whether it be unto death, or to
banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or
to imprisonment.’ . (27) Blessed be the
LORD, the God of our fathers, who hath
put such a thing as this in the king’s heart,
to beautify the house of the LORD which is
in Jerusalem; (28) and hath extended mercy
unto me before the king, and his
counsellors, and before all the king’s
mighty princes. And I was strengthened
according to the hand of the LORD my
God upon me, and I gathered together out
of Israel chief men to go up with me.

. Ezra9:9 »

(9) For we are bondmen; yet our God hath
not forsaken us in our bondage, but hath
extended mercy unto us in the sight of the
kings of Persia, to give us a reviving, to set
up the house of our God, and to repair the
ruins thereof, and to give us a fence in
Judah and in Jerusalem.

. Nehemiah 9:36-37 =

(36) Behold, we are servants this day, and as
for the land that Thou gavest unto our
fathers to eat the fruit thereof and the good
thereof, behold, we are servants in it. (37)
And it yieldeth much increase unto the
kings whom Thou hast set over us because
of our sins; also they have power over our
bodies, and over our cattle, at their
pleasure, and we are in great distress.’

. Leviticus 26:40-42

(40) And they shall confess their iniquity,
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and the iniquity of their fathers, in their
treachery which they committed against
Me, and also that they have walked
contrary unto Me. (41) I also will walk
contrary unto them, and bring them into the
land of their enemies; if then perchance
their uncircumcised heart be humbled, and
they then be paid the punishment of their
iniquity; (42) then will I remember My
covenant with Jacob, and also My covenant
with Isaac, and also My covenant with
Abraham will I remember; and I will
remember the land.

. Ezra9:1-4 -

(1) Now when these things were done, the
princes drew near unto me, saying: ‘The
people of Israel, and the priests and the
Levites, have not separated themselves
from the peoples of the lands, doing
according to their abominations, even of
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites,
the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites,
the Egyptians, and the Amorites. (2) For
they have taken of their daughters for
themselves and for their sons; so that the
holy seed have mingled themselves with
the peoples of the lands; yea, the hand of
the princes and rulers hath been first in this
faithlessness.’ (3) And when I heard this
thing, I rent my garment and my mantle,
and plucked off the hair of my head and of
my beard, and sat down appalled. (4) Then
were assembled unto me every one that
trembled at the words of the God of Israel,
because of the faithlessness of them of the
captivity; and I sat appalled until the
evening offering.

. Berakhot 4a =

This is like the teaching: "Till Thy people
pass over, O Lord, till the people pass over
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that Thou hast gotten" (Exod. xv. 16). —
"Till Thy people pass over, O Lord" refers
to the first entry [into Canaan]; "till the
people pass over that Thou hast gotten"
refers to the second entry. Hence the Sages
said : The Israelites were worthy that a
miracle should be performed for them in
the days of Ezra in the same way that it was
performed for them in the days of Joshua,
the son of Nun; but sin caused [the miracle
to be withheld].

. Zohar, Maamar HaMizbe’ah, 86, #226
When they left Babylonia, they became
defiled there and desecrated the Temple...
by marrying foreign wives.... Israel was
worthy of having overt miracles performed
for them when they left [Babylonia], like
those of the Exodus from Egypt. But the sin
of foreign wives prevented that from
occurring.

. Sanhedrin 21b =

Rabbi Yosei said: Had Moses not preceded him,
Ezra would have been worthy of receiving the
Torah for Israel.
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