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1. Mishnah: One may not open a window opposite a window, or a door opposite a door, across a yard owned in partnership. One may not increase their size, or turn one into two. However, one may do this into a public domain.

Gemara: How do we know this? R‟ Yochanan said: “And Bilaam raised his eyes and saw Israel dwelling in its tribes.‟ What did he see? That the entrances of their tents were not aligned. He said, „These people are suited for the Divine presence.‟

2. Rabbi Akiva said, “One time I followed Rabbi Yehoshua (his teacher) into the bathroom, and I learned from him three laws…” Ben Azai said to him: “How could you have such nerve before your own teacher!” To which Rabbi Akiva responded: “It, too, is Torah, and I must learn it…” Rav Kahana hid under the bed of his teacher, Rav, to learn from his sexual relationship with his wife. When Rav found out what he had done he scolded Rav Kahana, to which Rav Kahana responded, “It, too, is Torah, and I must learn it…”
-Babylonian Talmud, Berachos 62a

3. The court messenger who was instructed to carry out a judicial decision and seize a pledge for a creditor, could not enter the home of the debtor.

-Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 113 

4. If you know well that a person is not truly G-d fearing, and he continuously goes in a path which is not good , it is a Mitzvah to speak derogatorily about him to reveal his sins, and to cause people to despise sinners, so that people will learn to have contempt for evil deeds.
-Rabbenu Yonah, Shaarei Teshuva, paragraph 218

5. Despite this, if one person sees in another person an ugly characteristic, such as conceit or prideor some other undesirable traits…it is proper that he report this thing to his child or student, to warn them not to associate with his in order that they not learn from his deed…

-Chofetz Chayim, “Laws of Proper Speech”, Laws of Loshon Harash, 4:6 

6. " A ban was issued not to look at a letter of one's friend that was sent to another friend, without his knowledge. If it was thrown (into the trash) - it is permitted."

-Responsa of MaHaram of Rutenberg, discussing the Decree of Rabbenu Gershom

7. The Halachos Ketanos (12) is of the opinion that the reason for the cherem of not reading someone else's letter is because one should not come to reveal gossip or a secret which falls under the halachos of richeilos, and by reading someone else's letter etc one is revealing the secret to oneself.(13) The Toras Chaim (14) says the reason why one may not read someone else's letter is because doing so is considered borrowing something which is not yours (i.e. the letter) and one is considered a thief.(15) Others say the cherem may be because of the posuk of "v'ohavta l'rieacha k'mocha" which means that something you would not want done to yourself you should not do to others.(16)

(12)1:276. (13) Refer to Toras Chaim 3:47. (14) 3:47. (15) Ibid. Refer to Encyclopedia Talmudis Cherem of Rabbeinu Gershom page 453. (16) Chikikei Lev Y.D. 49.
8. Rabbeinu Gershom did not make his decrees so that people might violate Torah or Rabbinic Halacha because of them. Just the opposite, they were instituted only to insure compliance with our Torah and to insure that Jewish people act in a correct and modest manner. Therefore, if a Bais Din, parents, or educators objectively determine that in a certain situation they can only insure compliance with our Torah by "violating the privacy" of an individual by reading their mail, diary, or listening in on their telephone conversations, there is no doubt that Rabbeinu Gershom would agree that it would be a Mitzva to do so.

-Responsa of the Rashba, Volume 1 Siman 557

9. Not only is it considered Rechilus to talk about others, it is also Rechilus to seek out other's private information even if you do not disclose it to anyone else. This is called "gossiping to one's self." This is also violating the Torah prohibition of (Vayikra 19:16) "Lo Saylech Rochil B'Amecha."

-Teshuvos Halachos Ketanos, Volume 1 Siman 276

10. If one sends a letter to someone else, the one who receives the letter is prohibited from showing it to another, even if there is nothing hurtful or incriminating in the letter, just as if you were told something you aren’t allowed to repeat it without permission to do so.

-Chikikei Lev, ibid.

11. If the owner of the letter throws it out in the garbage, then it can be read by others. If one finds an open letter unattended, and written on is “The Cheirem of Rabbenu Gershom applies to this letter”, he cannot read it.
-Maharam M'Ruttenberg (Prag) 4:1022, Kol Bo 116, Be'er Hagolah Y.D. 334:123, Aruch Ha'shulchan Y.D. 334:21
12. When the poskim say if a letter is thrown in the garbage it is permitted to be read it is referring to an open place where one can tell the one who threw it there does not care if anyone reads it.(42) However, when a letter is sent by someone else then even if it is thrown in the garbage by the recipient one should still not read it;(43) since it can be assumed that the sender would mind if the letter was read even if it was thrown away.(44) In addition, when one throws the letter in a private garbage can (i.e. in his house) it still could be that he does not want others to read the letter. Furthermore, if one rips the letter he is showing that he is makpid that the letter not be read by anyone.(45)

Some say if one did not see the one who wrote the letter throw it in the street then he may not read it.(46)

(38) E.H. 1:10. (39) Ibid. (40) Refer to Chikikei Lev ibid. (41) Refer to Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 55:pages 118-119. See Rambam Hilchos Ishus 15:7. (42) Shevet Ha'kehusi 1:315:1. (43) Halachos Ketanos 1:59. (44) Refer to Halachos Ketanos 1:59. (45) Shevet Ha'kehusi 1:315:1. (46) Kol Gadol 1:102.

13. One is permitted to read letters which are sent open (without an envelope), such as a post card.

· Aruch Ha'shulchan Y.D. 334:21

14. There is a discussion in the poskim if one is allowed to be mochel the cherem.(63) For example, may the one who receives a letter say he does not mind if others read his letter etc. However, maybe the one who receives the letter is mochel but not the one who sent it. Therefore, even if the sender did not write "do not show it to anyone" and if it will not harm the sender by showing it one should still not show the letter to others.(64)
                       -(61) Refer to Yehoshuas Malka E.H. 7. (62) Refer to Chikikei Lev ibid. (63) Refer to Teshuvos Haran 48. (64) Shevet Ha'kehusi 1:315:7. Refer to Halichos V'hanhugos of the Steipler page 18b.
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