Roses: Gift of Love
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Rav Yitzchak Hutner offers a deep insight into the obligation of

preserving the newness in our observance of the mitzvos, of seeing

them every day as brand new. Rav Hutner connects this obligation
to the mitzvah of vehalachta bidrachav, of emulating the ways of
the Almighty. We know that we have to be kind because He is kind,
and we have to be merciful because He is merciful. We also have to
be in a constant state of renewal tor the very same reason.

We look around us, and we see a reassuring constancy in the
world. Tnc sun rises in the east and sets in the west each ar and ev-
ery day “without exception. The stars come out at their appointed
times. The tides come in and go out. The moon wanes and waxes.'
Evervthing in nature is so regular, so predictable, that you might
think it happens automatically. But it is not so. Our Sages say that
the Almighty “renews the work of creation in His goodness every
dav” You throw a stone into the air and it falls to the ground or only
because the Almighty decrees that there be a force called gravity on
that dav. Yesterday's gravity will not do you any good, and todav’s

gravity is completely dependent on a new decree by the Almighty.
The sun rises only because the Almighty decrees it. The moon or
bits the earth only because the Almighty decrees it.

r —
‘«0 And He does it. He issues the same decrees to nature every dav
as He did during the first Six Days of Creation. He never gets tired.

He never gets bored. He is never distracted. He does it with the
same care and attention today as He did it on the first day of Cre-
ation. The Aimlght) is the fount of constant renewal l'n the world
Hmt HL created. Therefore, if we seek to be like H1m to emulate

His w a\ ys, we I}ﬁiigtl_bti a source of renewal in. lhe little world that
we control,

=
" In our fundamental prayer,
hadevarim haelel asher Anochi metzavecha hayom al levavecha.

Shema Yisrael, we sav, “Velayu
Let these words that | command you be today on your heart” Our
Sages add a twist to the words | ‘today on your heart” They see in
them an allusion that “every day vou should see them as brand new!
"Ihmk of these mitzvos as if vou've received them today, as if they
still have the sheen and freshness of novelty.
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‘*Think of a bar mitzvah boy putting on his tefillin tor the first
-Iime. how he wraps the straps around his arm with such grave con-
lf?ﬂtmtion, his heart aflutter with excitement. Think of a child on
e rst day of school, the wonder, the awe, the thrill. Think of the
frstday on a new job, the first time you drove a car. Beginnings 51(
Mpfe of life. The freshness and newness fill us with enthusiasm

and elation. -

%aﬂnd that is our challenge when we perform mitzvos, when we
¥ ’.Rtn, when we pray. We have to preserve that sense of wonder and
awe. We have to keep the newness alive.




an abstraction. W
accomplish this?
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The problem ot going through the motons iIn mMitzvai uoser vance

is particularly pressing in our times, when society is so charactel
ized by shallowness and superficialities. The label in today's societ

is more important than the garment; a person may buy a coat, but
more important than w hether the coat will keep him warm is Ihr

statement of th( the expression of s(u)hlbtlutlnn represented by
the dvxw:ul That kind of superficiality has crept into our commu
nity as well. People look for the “right” shul, the “right” veshivah,

as it these choices are a tashion statement. So how can we achieve

sincerity and even passion in such an environment?

A2

The Vilna Gaon writes that the time of ikvesa d'Meshicha, the
time when we can already hear the approaching footsteps of
Mashiach, will be an era of shitchius, superficiality. In a sense, the
superfic la]m will work to the benefit of that generation, since the
gvil of that generation will also be only superficial. There will be
no deep philosophical rejection of the truth, no intense ideologi-
cal opposition to the Torah, only an empty-headed, self-indulgent
desc ent into sinfulness. H()Wt:‘\;'el', cautions the Gaon, this will also

work -]{..J.In‘\l that generation lts_t_'lf. because all its merits will not

‘em__atc from the depths of the soul but rather f:‘nm_;.l_._ﬂl_tpgr_ﬁcu}l
recognition of the proper thing to do.

J| That is our problem. We are mired in a swamp of superficiality,
and therefore, we must struggle mightily to live by deep convic-
tions, to perform mitzvos with passion and intensity. With so much

superficial, how do we penetrate to the heart?

r all, what the Almighty wants from us — our

terciful One wants the heart.

emphasis on the
And that is, afte
hearts. Rachmana liba baei. The N
¢ I our own times, we see the same generational gap. There is no
*estmn that the universal level of learning and observance has
ﬁen There are more talmidim in yeshivos today than in previ-
Qs generations, more people learning Daf Yomi. True, there were
ater gedolim in those days, but the general public has certainly
Progressed substantially in its level of learning.
s@d look at kashrus. In earlier times, people would look at the
ingredients of a candy bar, and if it didn't say that it was made with

é@m or lard, they would consider it kosher. But today, we have

lav Yisrael and pas Yisrael and yashan and no one would eat

anything without a first-class hechsher.
Any

And yet, it seems unquestionable that those generations were

cleser to our Father in Heaven. It scems so clear that they were ho

ligr and more exalted. Why is this so? Because Rachmana liba bat.

The Almighty wants our hearts. The observant people of those gen-

erations took the Torah deep into their hearts, while in our times

At is not necessarily so.
We have to make the Almighty a reality in our lives rathe
e have to build the relationship. But how do we

?
is? How do we gain that closeness
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The Chafetz Chaim, the Chazon Ish and other gedolim suggest

that the best starting point is simply to start talking to the Almighty

¢ the course ot our daily lives. We all believe with complete faith

that we are always in the presence of the Almighty. So why not

take advantage? Talk to Him, not only when you are praying but all

through the day.

If vou're learning a difficult piece of Gemara, talk to Him. Say,
“Please Hashem, help me higure this out. Please enlighten me”

If vou're seeing a client and need to close a deal, talk to Him. Say,

‘Hashem, please help me. 1t this is the right thing for me, make it

happen without too much heartache and difhiculty”

It you're stuck in a trathic jam and have to catch a plane, say,

‘Please help me catch the plane. [ cannot miss this meeting”

If vou're baking a cake and you're worried about the result, say,
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‘Please, Hashem, don't let this flop. | need it for Yom Tov”

nd when something good happens, always remember to say

SO

If we can accomplish this, if we can get used to talking to the

Almighty in the course of our daily lives, then our Shemonceh Esrei

will also be different. We will not be talking to a stranger but to

our loving Father who is an integral part of our lives. Our per-

formance of the mitzvos will also be different. When it comes to

saying Kiddush, you will feel the intimacy and the special sanctity
of the Almighty's own day.

When you take the esrog and lulav in your hands, you will feel
the glow of the presence of the Almighty and you will rejoice that
you are pleasing your Heavenly Father Who loves you and is with
you every moment of the day. And as you make the berachah over
the mitzvah, your heart will expand with pride and ecstasy. Do you
know how it feels to give your loved ones presents and stand there
while they unwrap them? It is a wonderful feeling, isn't it? If you
make the Almighty your companion, your loved one, that feeling
yill be multiplied manifold when you do a mitzvah. And every

mitzvah you do will deepen the relationship and bring you even
clpser to the Almighty.

If you can do this, you will.become hungry for mitzvos. You will
become insatiable. You will seek them everywhere. And believe me,
you will find them, because they are everywhere.

an

The Mashgiach of the Grodno Yeshivah used to make this point
with a parable. lEagme a baker who has to get up at 4 o'’clock eveyy
morning, while the town is still fast asleep, to bake that day’s fresh
bread. Why does he do it? Well, he has to make a living, doesn't he?
Everyone has to do something, and this is what he does. He bakes
bread. All right. This is fine. Making a living is important. But what
if this same baker would think to himself that he is doing some-
thing important. Sure, he has to do this to make a living, but that is

only part of it. Even more important, he is providing the people of
the town with food to put on their tables. Mothers and fathers will
have the strength to do their work. Children will go off to school
with full stomachs. He is doing a great chessed. If he thinks of it this
w:a;r his bread-baking is transformed from the mundane into the
holy. It becomes a_mitzvah of the highest order.
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J%"}Vlany vears ago, a Jew from Yerushalayim stayed in my home

for a few days. He saw me feeding the baby one morning and asked
me if he could do it. “Feeding a hungry Jew!." he said, "is a chessed.
It's a mitzvah”

_mgjgggﬁub full of opportunities to do
mitzvos. True, we are not obligated to treat all of them as mitzvos.
But if we have a solid, loving relationship with the Almighty, we
will not want to miss out on a single opportunity to share with
Hf@ the joyous moment of yet another mitzvah. We will not want
to miss';s-i—r;gl-é_opportunity to keep the re_igttioﬁship as fresh and
ﬂx_f."ltlng as it was in the very beginning.

3'3 D.M W ‘_’:‘f e:.: G\A&‘ ‘: rst‘ﬂ\!)\

“given to perform a mitzvah and thereby build his share in Olam
Haba, the next world, the eternal world, the only reallv meaning-
tul world? So we beg of Him, “Inscribe us in the book of merits.
Give us the opportunities to gain merits of cternal value. We are

ready and willing to do the job.”

This is one of the most important parts of the judgment passed
on each individual on Rosh Hashanah, and we have to beg for our
share of opportunities like beggars standing at the door, hungry
tor these priceless opportunities. And we have to do it with “com-
plete pravers,” confident that if we prav tor them, God will give
them to us.



Tormar lovoiein
3(9 It is proper for man to emulate his Creator, for then
he will attain the secret of the Supernal Form in both
image (tzelem) and likeness (demuf). For if a person’s
physical form reflects the Supernal Form, yet his actions
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do not, he falsifies his stature. People will say of him, “A
handsome form whose deeds are ugly.” For the essential
aspect of the Supernal ‘Form’ and ‘Likeness’ is that they
are the deeds of the Holy One, Blessed Be He. Therefore,
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what good is it for a person to reflect the Supernal Form
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in physical form only if his deeds do not imitate those of
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his Creator? Thus, it is proper that man’s actions imitate
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the Thirteen Supernal Attributes of Mercy — the func-
tions of the sefirah of keter — hinted at in these verses:
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Who is G-d like You, who pardons iniquity
and forgives the transgression of the remnant
of His heritage? He does not maintain His

anger forever, for He delights in kindness. He
will'again show us compassion, He will van-
quish our iniquities, and You will cast all their
sins into the depths of the sea. Show faithful-
ness to Ya'akov, kindness to Avraham, which
You have sworn to our fathers from days of
old.

(Michah 7:18-20)

Consequently, it is proper that these Thirteen Attrib-
utes, which we will now explain, should also be found in
man.
AY 1. Who is G-d like Your = — -
 This attribute refers to the Holy One, Blessed Be He,
as a tolerant King Who bears insult in a manner beyond
human understanding. Without doubt, nothing is hidden
from His view. In addition, there is not a mbh_e.-rlt that
pan is not nourished and sustained by virtue of the
Divine power bestowed upon him. o
Thus, no man ever sins agaasﬁt G-d without G-d, at
that very moment, bestowing abundant vitality upon
him, giving him the power to move his limbs. Yet even
though a person uses this very vitality to transgress, G-d
does not withhold it from him. Rather, the Holy One,
Blessed Be He, suffers this insult and continues to enable
his limbs to move. Even at the very moment that a person
uses that power for transgression, sin, and infuriating
deeds, the Holy One, Blessed Be He, bears them patiently.

kY

For this reason, the ministering angels refer to  the
Holy One, Blessed Be He, as the long-suffering King. This
is the meaning of “Who is G-d like You” — “You, G-d, are
kind and benevolent, possessing the power to exact re-
¥enge and claim what is rightfully Yours, and yet You are
patient and tolerant until man repents.”

This, then, is a virtue man should emulate —
gamely, tolerance. Even when he is insulted to the degree
mentioned above he should not withdraw his benevo-
lence from those upon whom he bestows it.
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'5. He does not maintain His anger forever:

This attribute is different from those mentioned
Holy One, Blessed Be He, does not persist in His anger.
And even when He does become angry, it is not forever.
ﬁither, He assuages His anger even if a person does not
repent, as we find in the days of Yaravam ben Yoash,
when the Holy One, Blessed Be He, restored the borders
of the Land of Israel (/I Melachim 14): Even though the
people were unrepentant worshippers of calf idols, He
had compassion for them. Why? Becauqe of this attribute
of not maintaining His anger forever.

l{@ "I_'I_':is is a fitting attribute for a person to acquire in
his conduct towards his fellow. Even if one is permitted
to chastise his friend or his children severely, and they
wou_Ia_aéce?t the rebuke, this is no reason to harshen his
chastisement and persist in his wrath, even if he is natu-

2 e X
rally angry. Instead, he should assuage his anger and not
lipger over it, even where it ‘would be permissible to do
S0.
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6. For He delights in kindness: 557 PYAn MM YR Yxwm o Yyw  9) nmynT M3t
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We have already explained elsewhere that angels in
a certain celestial chamber are appointed to receive the
kind deeds man performs in this world. When the attrib-

ute of severity accuses Israel, these angels immediately Ay wxe) KMA2 MAKT NK 1207 (K pio Ty vw) fNd0 MWKYT
exhibit those acts of kindness before the Heavenly Court, TR a1y ran awmb aeapn Yw manan mTK e e
and the Holy One, Blessed Be He, shows compassion to Sw mm 37 ) 19BN 170 mwnb b axam Ay mbwa A73pa quyniw
Israel, since He delights in kindness. And even though bmm nK AT O3 LD WY PRDIAN Sxw ot 93 b mx (omm
[the people of Israel] may be guilty, He shows them mercy o
if they are kind to one another. Sxwrw par Yaw Mk KYw Yen (Wwoa cnman nwRad _Pj'miﬂ
a2 ByeWw UM LN T02 WY DR WKW KHx LT 2T0D kY
Hence, a person should emulate this attribute in his vr_on MK R AR ! “5722_3" omma a5 mrnn e
own conduct. Even if one is aware that another person is ._Eﬁﬁyi‘i"gp‘?
doing him evil, and this angers him, if that person has (w1 v aeban pnnky "MK NBW*IT 2ND I KYTD
some redeeming quality, e.g., he is kind to others, or he uab mmb IMYY MTMT b3 O ,abpra o mne ,TNam MR ..
possesses some other virtue, this should be sufficient = MR PATT MDD 0K
_cause for one to dissipate his anger and find the other WNTTT "P¥Y A7 W NK M AN K27 ©w) TWHRn “NoX New
person pleasing, i.e., to delight in the kindness l‘_\g_does. "J_‘.'FL“J.?JW 1N pw e .1115;;,-1 YR NX DTYR DiTwynd Srawn
Oneshould say, "It is enough for me that he has thisgood oK o oonon ZKAYT 3 Y JUYN VW MK 13 TR MK
q\f?lity.” How much more so does all this apply to one’s (TP a9|Na TMKT Noun Tvn )3 by .mapn Swo
wife
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"Achav humbled himself, he was nichna, and therefore, his dy- y,
e fBUl when he heard the Divine decree that had been issued

1asty was spared. . against him, h i
How did he humble himself? It would seem from a simple reading ?f S, e same o2 S].J(.iden stsp-Hererived thithed gk
{ off course and that, in addition to remorse and repentance, he had

of the pesukim that he humbled himself by rending his garments, : 2 - sl atanc
wearing sackcloth and fasting, but the Sages understood that these Z‘;;:’:?f;iv‘-;nthz-du?ectl.(m of h'.s life. He had to practice some mi'ut
two matters were unrelated. The rending of the garments, the sack- = . ¢ diminution of his ego. Fe had to cofe T the realiza-

- tion that he was only a human being and that th ire w ic
cloth, the fasting, these were all outward expressions of regret and g e entire world did

remorse. But he did something else to humble himself. What did @‘z);revolve around him.
he do? A]l’l.STbt‘CElLiSE he had a desire, that did not entitle him to instap;

The Yalkut Shimoni gives two answers. According to the .ﬁrst gratification. Just because it was 9 o’clock in the morning, it did noy.
opinion, he invited Yehoshafat, King of Yehudah, to administer mean that his breakfast absolutely had to be served right then ang _
forty lashes to him three times a day. At that tim.e, Israel was dl‘; there or else. Nothing would happen if he had breakfast at 10 or
vided into two kingdoms, the Kingdom of Israel in .the north ane 11 or even 12 occlock. True, the postponement of his breakfast was
the Kingdom of Yehudah in the south. These two kingdoms weré thing, but it showed a change of mind-set, a new attitude
Achav’s need for breakfast and his need for this and his need for
that were not the most important things in 1 the world.

Why is self-absorption so repugnant to the Almighty? For one
thing, it is a particularly nasty form of arrogance, which the Al-
mighty despises. &iﬁs_alﬂil{e_;oo_tﬁéause of innumerable sins.
People are so caught up with their own wants and needs that they
lose sight of everything else. Their relationships become tense and 4/
strained, and the greater the self-absorption, the greater the strain =
on their relationships. -

17z When people think they are the_r}lx_cieus of the world, they are
lgss likely to be compassionate and considerate to other people. It

ing nichna, of humbling oneself, is the denial of the ego, the self. we gdon't care about other people, if we don't hurt for them, it is

Qr as Rav Chazkel Levenstein expressed it, it is the mi'ut atzmi, the almost invariably because we care too much about ourselves. How

diminution of the self. A person humbles himself by making him-

sel{ smaller. A person thinks that the world revolves around him i _ ;
that his needs and wants are supreme. Such arrogance is repugnant other. So will it be my way or your way? Someone has to win, baf
tq the Almighty; it antagonizes Him. And only by being nichna, by that is a formula for disaster. It is not the way to build a strong and.
acknowledging that the ego does not have to be fed, can a Person healthy relationship. The bigger the Me, the weaker the marriages
gegain the Almighty’s favor. - The smaller the Me, the stronger and richer the marriage. Then

i = : o everyone is happy.
1_? Moreover, what does self-absorption do to our relationships L—g

with our Creator? If a person is profoundly concerned with his OW!E.'
needs and desires, he will always be in conflict with the AImightys
s0 to speak. The Almighty demands one thing, while he wants
Jother. And who will prevail? Whose will counts more? The bigge
a:pg;.;a'-sme. the more likely he is to disobey the él_rp@'%
der to satisfy his own desires. The smaller a persnn'iME_,_ the m "

likely he is to seek to satisfy the Divine will..

M

{But it is the second opinion_in the Yalkut that boggles the mind.
How did Achav humble himself? Says the Yalkut that he postponed
his meals by three hours. If he used to eat breakfast at 9 oclock, he
now ate breakfast at 12 o'clock. If he used to eat dinner at 5 oclock,
hesow ate dinner at 8 oclock. This is how he humbled himself.
Incredible. This is considered humbling himself? We understood
full well that having a rival king scourge his body three times a day
is a humbling experience. But eating a late breakfast? That is humil-
ity? The Almighty spared Achav’s dynasty because Achav ate his
breakfast late? How can we understand such a thing?
<Apparently, our Sages are telling us here that the essence of be-

often do problems between husband and wife stem from the con-
flict of desires? The husband wants one thing, the wife wants an-

Why do we bristle when we are criticized? Why do we have dif-
ulty admitting that we're wrong? To a spouse? To a friend? To
sociate? To the Almighty? It is only because the Me needs so
h to be big, to be large; and the admission that “I'm sorry” cunk
es that our Me may not be so gigantic after all. i
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