From Mount Carmel to the Pecach Seder:
The Mysterious Tales of Eliyahv
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Shiur #3: The Rainy Showdown

The Har Hacarmel Spectacle

Rabbi Alex Israel, 246

Why does Elijah choose this location? There are two possible explanations. First, Elijah
wants to challenge Baal on its own turf. The Carmel is perennially green. Even during a
protracted drought, when vast tracts of countryside turns to parched hues of yellow and
brown, the Carmel mountain range retains its freshness. For the Baal worshippers,
then, this is a region in which Baal-the rain god - exercises particular control. A victory
over Baal in this location is indisputable.Second, the Carmel lies between two cultures.
From its peak, one can look northward to the coastline and the trading areas under
Phoeni- cian administration and influence. Looking southwest, one sees the hills of
Samaria, the ancestral portion of Ephraim - the Israelite heartland." If Israel is "wavering
between two opinions," two cultural systems, two religious orientations, the Carmel is
positioned at the fulcrum between them. The venue of this test reflects, once again, the
choice that the people must make: Israel or Phoenicia?
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The People’s Involvement
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Eliyahu’s Transition
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Rabbi Chaim Jachter, From David to Destruction

Divine Orchestration

Hashem specifically commands Eliyahu HaNavi to orchestrate the events at Har
HaCarmel. Indeed, at Har HaCarmel, Eliyahu HaNavi proclaims to Hashem that
“UBiDevarecha Asiti Eit Kol HaDevarim Ha’Eileh,” “it is by Your word that | have done all

these things” (Melachim | 18:36).

However, Radak (Melachim | 18:21) is not sure if Hashem specifically orders Eliyahu
HaNavi to organize this spectacular event. It is possible, Radak explains, that Hashem
gives Eliyahu HaNavi a mandate to bring rain in any way he sees fit. Thus, “it is by Your
word that | have done all these things” refers not to a specific instruction, but to a broad

mandate.




Where’s the Rain?
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Eliyahu prayed that God give him the key of the resurrection of the dead, but he was
told from Heaven: Three keys were never entrusted to a messenger but remained with
God, namely: the key of childbirth, the key of rain, and the key of the resurrection of the
dead. You already have the key of rain, and you [also] want the key of the resurrection
of the dead? It will be said that two keys are held by the disciple and one by the Master!
Give back the key of rain, and take the key of the resurrection of the dead. Accordingly,
after Eliyahu revived the widow’s son, the biblical text states (Melakhim | 18:1): “Go,
appear before Achav; then | will send rain,” because he had to return the key of rain and
stop the drought
- Rav Bazak point..



