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Shiur #3: The Rainy Showdown
The Har Hacarmel Spectacle

Rabbi Alex Israel, 246
Why does Elijah choose this location? There are two possible explanations. First, Elijah
wants to challenge Baal on its own turf. The Carmel is perennially green. Even during a
protracted drought, when vast tracts of countryside turns to parched hues of yellow and
brown, the Carmel mountain range retains its freshness. For the Baal worshippers,
then, this is a region in which Baal-the rain god - exercises particular control. A victory
over Baal in this location is indisputable.Second, the Carmel lies between two cultures.
From its peak, one can look northward to the coastline and the trading areas under
Phoeni- cian administration and influence. Looking southwest, one sees the hills of
Samaria, the ancestral portion of Ephraim - the Israelite heartland." If Israel is "wavering
between two opinions," two cultural systems, two religious orientations, the Carmel is
positioned at the fulcrum between them. The venue of this test reflects, once again, the
choice that the people must make: Israel or Phoenicia?

שׁ(כא) הוּויַּגִַּ֨ םאֵלִיָּ֜ אמֶר֙אֶל־כָּל־הָעָ֗ ֹ֙ יויַּ םעַד־מָתַ֞ אַתֶּ֣
יפּסְֹחִים֘ קהַסְּעִפִּים֒עַל־שְׁתֵּ֣ לְכ֣וּהָֽאֱ�הִים֙אִם־יקְוָֹ֤
יו עַלאַחֲרָ֔ יולְכ֣וּואְִם־הַבַּ֖ םוְֽ�א־עָנ֥וּאַחֲרָ֑ אתֹ֖וֹהָעָ֛
דָּבָֽר:

יּקְִחוּ(כו) רוַ֠ ןאֶת־הַפָּ֨ ויַּקְִרְא֣וּוַיּֽעֲַשׂוּ֒לָהֶם֘אֲשֶׁר־נתַָ֣
בַּעַל קֶרבְשֵׁם־הַ֠ ֹ֨ יםִמֵהַבּ עַללֵאמרֹ֙ועְַד־הַצָּהֳרַ֤ הַבַּ֣

נוּ יןעֲנֵ֔ יןק֖וֹלואְֵ֥ חַוַיֽפְַסְּח֔וּענֶֹ֑הואְֵ֣ רעַל־הַמִּזְבֵּ֖ אֲשֶׁ֥
ה: עָשָֽׂ

The People’s Involvement

שׁ(כא) הוּויִַּגַּ֨ םאֵלִיָּ֜ אמֶר֙אֶל־כָּל־הָעָ֗ ֹ֙ יויַּ םעַד־מָתַ֞ יפּסְֹחִים֘אַתֶּ֣ קהַסְּעִפִּים֒עַל־שְׁתֵּ֣ לְכ֣וּהָֽאֱ�הִים֙אִם־יקְוָֹ֤
יו עַלאַחֲרָ֔ יולְכ֣וּואְִם־הַבַּ֖ םוְֽ�א־עָנ֥וּאַחֲרָ֑ :דָּבָרֽאתֹ֖וֹהָעָ֛

ם(כד) םוּקְרָאתֶ֞ םבְּשֵׁ֣ אוַאֲֽניִ֙אֱֽ�הֵיכֶ֗ קאֶקְרָ֣ ָ֔ הבְשֵׁם־יקְוֹ יםוהְָיָ֧ שׁאֲשֶׁר־יעֲַנֶ֥ההָאֱ�הִ֛ יםה֣וּאבָאֵ֖ ויַַּעַ֧ןהָאֱ�הִ֑
ם :הַדָּבָרֽט֥וֹבויַּאֹמְר֖וּכָּל־הָעָ֛
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�(לג) ֹ֖ יםוַיּֽעֲַר רויַנְתַַּח֙אֶת־הָֽעֵצִ֑ שֶׂםאֶת־הַפָּ֔ עַל־הָעֵצִֽים:ויַָּ֖
אמֶר(לד) ֹ֗ המִלְא֨וּויַּ יםִכַדִּים֙אַרְבָּעָ֤ הויְִצְֽק֥וּמַ֔ יםעַל־הָעלָֹ֖ אמֶרועְַל־הָעֵצִ֑ ֹ֤ אמֶרויִַּשְׁנ֔וּשְׁנוּ֙ויַּ ֹ֥ שׁוּויַּ שַׁלֵּ֖

:ויַשְַׁלֵּשֽׁוּ

םויַּרְַא֙(לט) םוַיּֽפְִּל֖וּכָּל־הָעָ֔ אמְר֔וּעַל־פְּניֵהֶ֑ ֹ֣ יםה֣וּאיקְוֹקָ֙ויַּ קהָאֱ�הִ֔ הָאֱ�הִֽים:ה֥וּאיקְוָֹ֖

הוּויַּאֹמֶר֩(מ) םאֵלִיָּ֨ יתִּפְשׂ֣וּ׀לָהֶ֜ עַלאֶת־נבְִיאֵ֣ ישׁהַבַּ֗ טאִ֛ םאַל־ימִָּלֵ֥ םוַיּֽתְִפְּשׂ֑וּםמֵהֶ֖ הוּ֙ויַּוֹרִדֵ֤ אֶל־נַ֣חַלאֵלִיָּ֙
םקִישׁ֔וֹן םויַּשְִׁחָטֵ֖ שָֽׁ

-

Eliyahu’s Transition

הוּויַּאֹמֶר֩(א) יאֵלִיָּ֨ יהַתִּשְׁבִּ֜ אֶל־אַחְאָב֒גִלְעָד֘מִתּשָֹׁבֵ֣
ק ָ֞ יחַי־יקְוֹ רישְִׂרָאֵל֙אֱ�הֵ֤ דְתִּיאֲשֶׁ֣ יועָמַ֣ אִם־יהְִיֶ֛הלְפָנָ֔
לֶּההַשָּׁנִ֥ים להָאֵ֖ רטַ֣ יוּמָטָ֑ יכִּ֖ דְבָרִֽיאִם־לְפִ֥

י׀(לו) הבַּעֲל֣וֹתויַהְִ֣ שׁהַמִּנחְָ֗ הוּויַּגִַּ֞ ויַּאֹמַר֒הַנּבִָיא֘אֵלִיָּ֣
ק ָ֗ קאַבְרָהָם֙אֱ�הֵי֙יקְוֹ ליצְִחָ֣ עהַיּ֣וֹםויְשְִׂרָאֵ֔ יוִָּדַ֗

ה יםכִּֽי־אַתָּ֧ לאֱ�הִ֛ יבְּישְִׂרָאֵ֖ �ואֲַנִ֣ ובדבריךעַבְדֶּ֑
יתִיוּבִדְבָרְ֣� תעָשִׂ֔ יםאֵ֥ הָאֵֽלֶּה:כָּל־הַדְּבָרִ֖

ניִ(לז) ניִיקְוֹקָ֙עֲנֵ֤ םויְֵדְֽעוּ֙עֲנֵ֔ ההָעָ֣ ההַזֶּ֔ יקְוָֹ֖קכִּיֽ־אַתָּ֥
הָאֱ�קים

Rabbi Chaim Jachter, From David to Destruction
Divine Orchestration
Hashem specifically commands Eliyahu HaNavi to orchestrate the events at Har
HaCarmel. Indeed, at Har HaCarmel, Eliyahu HaNavi proclaims to Hashem that
“UBiDevarecha Asiti Eit Kol HaDevarim Ha’Eileh,” “it is by Your word that I have done all
these things” (Melachim I 18:36).
However, Radak (Melachim I 18:21) is not sure if Hashem specifically orders Eliyahu
HaNavi to organize this spectacular event. It is possible, Radak explains, that Hashem
gives Eliyahu HaNavi a mandate to bring rain in any way he sees fit. Thus, “it is by Your
word that I have done all these things” refers not to a specific instruction, but to a broad
mandate.
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Where’s the Rain?
אעמודקיגדףסנהדריןמסכתבבליתלמוד

המתים,דתחייתאקלידאליהלמיתןרחמיבעאהבית.בעלתהאשהבןחלההאלההדבריםאחרויהי
בידשתיםיאמרו:המתים.תחייתושלגשמים,ושלחיה,שללשליח:נמסרולאמפתחותשלשליה:אמרי

אחאב...אלהראהלךדכתיבהאי,ושקילהאאייתיהרב!בידואחתתלמיד
Eliyahu prayed that God give him the key of the resurrection of the dead, but he was
told from Heaven: Three keys were never entrusted to a messenger but remained with
God, namely: the key of childbirth, the key of rain, and the key of the resurrection of the
dead. You already have the key of rain, and you [also] want the key of the resurrection
of the dead? It will be said that two keys are held by the disciple and one by the Master!
Give back the key of rain, and take the key of the resurrection of the dead. Accordingly,
after Eliyahu revived the widow’s son, the biblical text states (Melakhim I 18:1): “Go,
appear before Achav; then I will send rain,” because he had to return the key of rain and
stop the drought

- Rav Bazak point..
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