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Eliyahu the Defender 

Hypothesis 
It seems like Eliyahu is really challenging the nation of Israel. However, in reality he is the 
defender of Israel.  

Proofs 
Proof 1: The Stones 

 
 

1. I Melachim 18:31 
 

ָיּלִאֵ חקִַּ֣יַּו ִנבָאֲ ה֙רֵשְׂעֶ םיתֵּ֤שְׁ וּה֗ ֹקעֲַי־יֽנֵבְ יטֵ֣בְשִׁ רפַּ֖סְמִכְּ םי֔ ָיהָ ר֩שֶׁאֲ ב֑ ֹמאלֵ ו֙ילָאֵ הוָ֤הְי־רבַדְ ה֨  ׃Nמֶֽשְׁ היֶ֥הְִי לאֵ֖רָשְִׂי ר֔

Then Elijah took twelve stones, corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob—to whom the word of the LORD had come: “Israel shall be your name” 

 
What is this referring to? 

Unit 7.5 - Understanding Har Carmel in Context 
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2. Bereishis 28:18  
 

ֹקעֲַי םכֵּ֨שְַׁיַּו ֹבּבַּ ב֜ ֹצִיַּו הבָ֑צֵּמַ הּתָֹ֖א םשֶׂיַָּ֥ו ויתָֹ֔שׁאֲרַֽמְ םשָׂ֣־רשֶׁאֲ ן֙בֶאֶ֙הָ־תאֶ חקִַּ֤יַּו רקֶ֗  ׃הּשָֽׁאֹר־לעַ ןמֶשֶׁ֖ ק֥

Early in the morning, Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 

 
3. Bereishis 35:7  

 

 ׃ויחִֽאָ ינֵ֥פְּמִ וֹח֖רְבָבְּ םיהִ֔\אֱהָֽ ו֙ילָאֵ וּל֤גְִנ םשָׁ֗ יכִּ֣ לאֵ֑־תיבֵּֽ לאֵ֖ םוֹק֔מָּלַ א֙רָקְִיַּו חַבֵּ֔זְמִ ם֙שָׁ ןבֶיִַּ֤ו

There he built an altar and named the site El-bethel, for it was there that God had revealed 
Himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother. 

 
Proof 2: Connection to Yerushalayim  

4. I Melachim 18:36  
 

ָוהְי ר֒מַאֹיַּו א֮יבִָנּהַ וּהיָּ֣לִאֵ שׁגִַּ֞יַּו החְָ֗נמִּהַ תוֹל֣עֲבַּ ׀ יהְִ֣יַו  םיהִ֛\אֱ התָּ֧אַ־יכִּֽ עדַ֗וִָּי םוֹיּ֣הַ לאֵ֔רָשְִׂיְו קחָ֣צְִי ם֙הָרָבְאַ י֙הֵ\אֱ ה֗
 ׃הלֶּאֵֽהָ םירִ֖בָדְּהַ־לכָּ תאֵ֥ יתִישִׂ֔עָ ]N֣רְבָדְבִוּ[ ךירבדבו Nדֶּ֑בְעַ ינִ֣אֲַו לאֵ֖רָשְִׂיבְּ

When it was time to present the meal offering, the prophet Elijah came forward and said, “O 
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel! Let it be known today that You are God in Israel 
and that I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your bidding. 

 
Proof 3: The Conditioning of the People 

5. I Melachim 18:37  
 

ֵנעֲ הָ֙והְי יִננֵ֤עֲ ֹבּסִהֲ התָּ֛אְַו םיהִ֑\אֱהָ הוָ֖הְי התָּ֥אַ־יכִּֽ הזֶּ֔הַ םעָ֣הָ וּ֙עדְֽיְֵו יִנ֔  ׃תיֽנִּרַֹחאֲ םבָּ֖לִ־תאֶ תָ֥

Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that You, O LORD, are God; for 
You have turned their hearts backward.” 

 
What does this mean? 

6. Brachos 31b  
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 לאֵוּמשְׁ יבִּרַ רמַאָ .״תיִנּרַֹחאֲ םבָּלִ תאֶ תָֹבּסִהֲ התָּאְַו״ :רמַאֱֶנּשֶׁ ,הלָעְמַ יפֵּלַכְּ םירִבָדְּ חַיטִהֵ וּהָיּלִאֵ :רזָעָלְאֶ יבִּרַ רמַאְָו
 ,וּהָיּלִאֵלְ וֹל הדָוֹהְו אוּה qוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ רזַחָשֶׁ ןִיַנּמִ :קחָצְִי יבִּרַ רבַּ

And on a similar note, Rabbi Elazar said that Elijah spoke impertinently toward God on High 
as well in his prayer at Mount Carmel, as it is stated: “Answer me, Lord, answer me, that this 
people will know that You are the Lord, God, and You have turned their hearts backward” (I 
Kings 18:37), claiming that God caused Israel to sin. On this topic, Rabbi Shmuel bar Rabbi 
Yitzḥak said: From where do we know that the Holy One, Blessed be He, ultimately 
conceded to Elijah that he was correct? 

 .״יתִֹערֵהֲ רשֶׁאֲַו״ :ביתִכְדִּ

As it is written in a future prophecy: “In that day, says the Lord, I will assemble the lame, and 
I will gather those who are abandoned and those with whom I have dealt in wickedness” 
(Micah 4:6). God states that He caused Israel to act wickedly. 

 
Proof 4: Basic Essence of being a Jew 

7. Shir Hashirim Rabba 7:6 
 וּהָיּלִאֵכְּ ילַעָ םיבִיבִחֲ םכֶבָּשֶׁ םישִׁרָהָ ,למֶרְכַּכַּ qִילַעָ qשֵׁאֹר ,לאֵרָשְִׂילְ אוּה qוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ רמַאָ ,למֶרְכַּכַּ qִילַעָ qשֵׁאֹר
 ויָנפָּ םשָׂ המָּלְָו ,וכָּרְבִּ ןיבֵּ ויָנפָּ םשֶָׂיַּו למֶרְכַּהַ שׁאֹר לאֶ הלָעָ וּהָיּלִאְֵו :)במ ,חי א םיכלמ( רמַאֱֶנּשֶׁ ,למֶרְכַּהַ רהַלְ הלָעָשֶׁ
 .תירִבְּלַ טבֵּהַ תוּכזְ וּנלָ ןיאֵ אוּה qוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ יֵנפְלִ רמַאָ אלָּאֶ ,ויכָּרְבִּ ןיבֵּ

Har Carmel and Har Sinai 
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Thesis 
Har Carmel evokes the similar experience to the Har Sinai experience, almost as a reset. 

Parallels 
Proof 1: Altars  

8. Shmos 24:4  
 

ֹתּכְִיַּו ָוהְי ירֵ֣בְדִּ־לכָּ תאֵ֚ השֶֹׁ֗מ ב֣ ֹבּבַּ םכֵּ֣שְַׁיַּו ה֔  יטֵ֥בְשִׁ רשָׂ֖עָ םינֵ֥שְׁלִ הבָ֔צֵּמַ ה֙רֵשְׂעֶ םיתֵּ֤שְׁוּ רהָ֑הָ תחַתַּ֣ חַבֵּ֖זְמִ ןבֶיִַּ֥ו רקֶ֔
 ׃לאֵֽרָשְִׂי

Moses then wrote down all the commands of the LORD. Early in the morning, he set up an 
altar at the foot of the mountain, with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 

 
Proof 2: H’ and Elokim 

9. Shmos 20:2  
 

 ׃םידִֽ֑בָעֲ תי֥בֵּ֣מִ םִירַ֖צְמִ ץרֶאֶ֥מֵ Nיתִ֛אצֵוֹה רשֶׁ֧אֲ Nיהֶ֑֔\אֱ הוָ֣הְי י֙כִֹ֖נאָֽ

I the LORD am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage: 

  
10. I Melachim 18:39  

 

ֹיַּו םהֶ֑יֵנפְּ־לעַ וּל֖פְִּיּֽוַ םעָ֔הָ־לכָּ א֙רְַיַּו  ׃םיהִֽ\אֱהָ אוּה֥ הוָ֖הְי םיהִ֔\אֱהָ אוּה֣ הָ֙והְי וּר֔מְא֣

When they saw this, all the people flung themselves on their faces and cried out: “The LORD 
alone is God, The LORD alone is God!” 

 
11. Shmos 20:7 

 

ֹיַּו םעָ֑הָ ינֵ֣זְאָבְּ ארָ֖קְִיַּו תירִ֔בְּהַ רפֶסֵ֣ ח֙קִַּיַּו ֹכּ וּר֔מְא֣  ׃עמָֽשְִׁנְו השֶׂ֥עֲַנ הוָ֖הְי רבֶּ֥דִּ־רשֶׁאֲ ל֛

Then he took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. And they said, “All 
that the LORD has spoken we will faithfully do!” 
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Difference 
12. Bamidbar Rabba 2g3:9 

 תוֹלרָוֹגּ םהֶילֵעֲ וּליטִּהְַו דחָאֶ העֶרְמִ לעַ םילִדֵגְּהַ ,תחַאַ םאֵמֵ םימִוֹאתְּ םירִפָּ ינֵשְׁ וּרחֲבַּ םהֶלָ רמַאָ ,וּהיָּלִאֵ השָׂעָ המֶ
 םשֵׁלְ הלָעָשֶׁ רפָּהְַו ,וירָחֲאַ Gשַׁמְנִ דיָּמִ וּהיָּלִאֵ לשֶׁ וֹרפָוּ ,דחָאֶהָ רפָּהַ םהֶלָ וּרחֲבָוּ .לעַבַּהַ םשֵׁלְ דחָאְֶו םשֵּׁלַ דחָאֶ
 ,םהֶמָּעִ Gלֵ וֹל רמַאְָו וּהיָּלִאֵ חתַפָּשֶׁ דעַ .וֹלגְרַ תאֶ זוּזלָ וּלכְָי אKְו הרָשֵׁאֲהָ יאֵיבִנְוּ לעַבַּהַ יאֵיבִנְ לכָּ וּצבְּקַתְנִ לעַבַּהַ
 הלָעָ אוּהְו ,דחָאֶ העֶרְמִבְּ וּנלְדַגְָו ,תחַאַ הרָפָּמִ ,תחַאַ ןטֶבֶּמִ וּנאצָָי ירִבֵחֲַו ינִאֲ ,םעָהָ לכָ ינֵיעֵלְ וֹל רמַאְָו רפָּהַ בישִׁהֵ
 רמַאָ .יאִרְוֹבּ תאֶ סיעִכְהַלְ לעַבַּהַ קלֶחֵבְּ יתִילִעָ ינִאֲַו ,וילָעָ שׁדֵּקַתְמִ אוּה Gוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ לשֶׁ וֹמשְׁוּ םוֹקמָ לשֶׁ וֹקלְחֶבְּ
 וֹתוֹא לעַ שׁדֵּקַתְמִ אוּה Gוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ לשֶׁ וֹמשְּׁשֶׁ םשֵׁכְּשֶׁ ,הלָילִעֲ וּאצְמְִי לאְַו םהֶמָּעִ Gלֵ ארָיתִּ לאַ רפָּ רפָּ וּהיָּלִאֵ וֹל
 .Uילֶעָ שׁדֵּקַתְמִ Gכָּ ,ימִּעִשֶׁ

Coming Closer 
What is the significance of Vayigash? 

13. Intro to RCA Artscroll siddur: Rabbi Saul Berman 

 

 
 
 


