Unit 7.4 - The Showdown

Har Carmel: The Duel is On (20-24)
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20 And Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the
prophets together unto mount Carmel.
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21 And Elijah came near unto all the people, and said: 'How long
halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow Him;
but if Baal, follow him." And the people answered him not a word.
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22 Then said Elijah unto the people: ', even I only, am left a
prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and
fiftty men.
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23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose
one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on the
wood, and put no fire under; and I will dress the other bullock,
and lay it on the wood, and put no fire under.

NACH NOOK

Rabbi Ya'akov Trump

Zoom10:503 2192603
scode:ictorah




-DW3 XX "X 020X 0W3 DX T2
XA, UK M-I DR M0
277 210 ,MNRM DYR-52 W ;0TOR

24 And call ye on the name of your god, and I will call on the
name of the LORD; and the God that answereth by fire, let him be

God."' And all the people answered and said: 'It is well spoken.’
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What does the word Poseiach mean?
1. Metzudos David 18:21
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“Pesach al shul ma?” Rav Yaakov Medan
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3. "Baal” — Encyclopedia Britannica




Palmyra, Syria: Baal Shamen, Temple of '
The Temple of Baal Shamen, Palmyra, Syria.

Ugaritic texts tell of other fertility aspects of Baal, such as his relations

with Anath, his consort and sister, and also his siring a divine bull calf from a
heifer. All this was part of his fertility role, which, when fulfilled, meant an
abundance of crops and fertility for animals and mankind.

But Baal was not exclusively a fertility god. He was also king of the gods, and, to
achieve that position, he was portrayed as seizing the divine

kingship from Yamm, the sea god.

Why did the people not respond to him?
4. Radak 18:21
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Why did he make this whole test about the fire and the Korban? Why did he not just make the test
bringing down rain?
5. Chida, ad loc.
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The Neviei Baal Try (25-29)
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25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal: 'Choose you one bullock
for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name
of your god, but put no fire under.’
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26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed
it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon,

saying: 'O Baal, answer us.' But there was no voice, nor any that
answered. And they danced in halting wise about the altar which was
made.

M PR 5P XY 1w Swan —nxd
Y MWK NAma-5p NN

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said:
'Cry aloud; for he is a god; either he is musing, or he is gone aside, or
he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.'
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28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with
swords and lances, till the blood gushed out upon them.
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29 And it was so, when midday was past, that they prophesied until
the time of the offering of the evening offering; but their was neither
voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.
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What does it mean they were poschu on the Mizbeiach?
6. Metzudos 18:26
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7. Radak 18:26
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8. Malbim 18:26
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Why was Eliyahu mocking them?
9. Chida 18:27
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Where was lzevel?
10. Radak ad loc.
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Eliyahu’s Korban (30-39)
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30 And Elijah said unto all the people: '‘Come near unto me'; and all
the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the
LORD that was thrown down.
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31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the
tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came,
saying: 'Israel shall be thy name.'
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32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD;
and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two
measures of seed.
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33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and
laid it on the wood.
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34 And he said: 'Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt-
offering, and on the wood."' And he said: 'Do it the second time'; and
they did it the second time. And he said: 'Do it the third time'; and
they did it the third time.
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35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench
also with water.
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36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening
offering, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said: 'O LORD, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that
Thou art God in Israel, and that I am Thy servant, and that I have
done all these things at Thy word.
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37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that
Thou, LORD, art God, for Thou didst turn their heart backward.’
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38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt-offering,
and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water
that was in the trench.
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39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they
said: "The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.

Which is the broken Mizbeiach he is fixing?
11. Abarbanel 18:30
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" Where does he get the water from during a drought?
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12. Malbim 18:34
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What does Eliyahu mean by blaming H’ for their sins?
13. Radak 18:37
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What is the significance of their response - H hu Haelokim?
14. Radak 18:39
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15. Rashi 18:39
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Eliyahu Kills the Nevi'ei Habaal (40-46)
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41 And Elijah said unto Ahab: 'Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is
the sound of abundance of rain.’
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42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top
of Carmel; and he bowed himself down upon the earth, and put his
face between his knees.
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43 And he said to his servant: 'Go up now, look toward the sea." And he
went up, and looked, and said: 'There is nothing.' And he said: 'Go
again seven times.'
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44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said: '‘Behold, there
ariseth a cloud out of the sea, as small as a man's hand." And he said:
'‘Go up, say unto Ahab: Make ready thy chariot, and get thee down, that
the rain stop thee not.’
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45 And it came to pass in a little while, that the heaven grew black with
clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went
to Jezreel.
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46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his
loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.
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How did he kill the Neviei Baal?
16. Ralbag 18:40
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What is the significance of Vayigash?
17. Intro to RCA black artscroll siddur, Rabbi Saul Berman o

A simple minhag may help answer these questic.ms.l Before we recite the
Amidah — prayer par excellence — we take three steps forward to symbolize
our awe in approaching the King of Kings. Rabbi Eleazar ben Judah (c. 1165 -
¢.1230), author of the Sefer Rokeach, relates those three steps to the fac.t that —
a¢ an introduction to a petition — the word w3, ““and he approached,”” appears
three times in Tanach. Analysis of those three Biblical narratives wiil uncover
the most fundamental elements of Jewish prayer.
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Why is it so difficult to bring rain clouds?
18. Radak 18:21
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Why is he fleeing afterwards?
19. Rashi 18:46
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20. Chida 18:46
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