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Menachot 110a — Final Mishna until the end. Why do you think this lesson is taught here?
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8. Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 32:2

It is impossible to go suddenly from one extreme to the other: it is therefore according to the nature of man impossible for
him suddenly to discontinue everything to which he has been accustomed. Now God sent Moses to make [the [sraelites] a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exod. 19: 6) by means of the knowledge of God. But the custom which was in those
days general among all men, and the general mode of worship in which the Israelites were brought up, consisted in sacrificing
animals in those temples which contained certain images... It was in accordance with the wisdom and plan of God, as
displayed in the whole Creation, that He did not command us to give up and to discontinue all these manners of service; for
to obey such a commandment it would have been contrary to the nature of man, who generally cleaves to that to which he is
used to. For this reason God allowed these kinds of service to continue; He transferred to His service that which had formerly
served as a worship of created beings, and of things imaginary and unreal, and commanded us to serve Him in the same
manner; viz., to build unto Him a temple, to have the altar erected to His name, to offer the sacrifices to Him, to bow down
to Him and to burn incense before Him. He has forbidden to do any of these things to any other being. By this Divine plan it
was effected that the traces of idolatry were blotted out... without deterring or confusing the minds of the people by the
abolition of the service to which they were accustomed and which alone was familiar to them. I know that you will at first
thought reject this idea and find it strange; you will put the following question to me in your heart: How can we suppose that
Divine commandments, prohibitions, and important acts, which are fully explained, and for which certain seasons are fixed,
should not have been commanded for their own sake, but only for the sake of some other thing: as if they were only the means
which He employed for His primary object? What prevented Him from making His primary object a direct commandment to
us, and to give us the capacity of obeying it? Those precepts which in your opinion are only the means and not the object
would then have been unnecessary. Hear my answer, which win cure your heart of this disease and will show you the truth
of that which I have pointed out to you. There occurs in the Law a passage which contains exactly the same idea; it is the
following: ”God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest
peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt; but God led the people about, through the way
of the wilderness of the Red Sea,” etc. (Exod. 13:17). Here God led the people about, away from the direct road which He
originally intended, because He feared they might meet on that way with hardships too great for their ordinary strength; He
took them by another road in order to obtain thereby His original object. In the same manner God refrained from prescribing
what the people by their natural disposition would be incapable of obeying, and gave the above-mentioned commandments
as a means of securing His chief object, viz., to spread a knowledge of Him [among the people], and to cause them to reject
idolatry....Because of this principle which I explained to you, the Prophets in their books are frequently found to rebuke their
fellow-men for being over-zealous and exerting themselves too much in bringing sacrifices: the prophets thus distinctly
declared that the object of the sacrifices is not very essential, and that God does not require them.... How can Jeremiah say
that God did not command us about burnt-offering and sacrifice, seeing so many precepts refer to sacrifice? The sense of the
passage agrees with what I explained to you.... But the commandment that sacrifices shall be brought and that the temple
shall be visited has for its object the success of that principle among you; and for its sake I have transferred these modes of
worship to my name; idolatry shall thereby be utterly destroyed, and Jewish faith firmly established. You, however, have
ignored this object, and taken hold of that which is only the means of obtaining it; you have doubted my existence, ""ye have
denied the Lord, and said he is not” (Jer. v. 12); ye served idols; ”burnt incense unto Baal, and walked after other gods whom
ye know not.
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9. Except... Kayin and Hevel, Noach, Avraham all brought korbanot
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