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1. Esther 3:8

Haman then said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people, scattered and dispersed
among the other peoples in all the provinces of your realm, whose laws are different from
those of any other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; and it is not in Your

Majesty’s interest to tolerate them.
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2. Esther Rabbah 7:12

However Haman accused Isracl below is how Michael defended them above. [Michael]
said: Master of the universe! Your children are not being accused of idolatry, or adultery, or
murder, but rather they are accused for observing Your laws!
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3. Megillah 12a

R. Shimon b. Yohai was asked by his disciples, Why were the enemies of Israel (i.e., the
Jews) in that generation deserving of extermination? He said to them: Answer the
question. They said: Because they partook of the feast of that wicked one. [He said to
them]: If so, those in Shushan should have been killed, but not those in other provinces!
They then said, answer the question. He said to them: It was because they bowed down to
the image. They said to him, then why did God forgive them [if they really deserved to be
destroyed]? He replied: They only pretended to worship, and He also only pretended to

exterminate them; and so it is written, “For he afflicted not from his heart.”
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4. Esther 3:2-4

2All the king’s courtiers in the palace gate knelt and bowed low to Haman, for such
was the king’s order concerning him; but Mordecai would not kneel or bow low. *Then
the king’s courtiers who were in the palace gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you
disobey the king’s order?” *“When they spoke to him day after day and he would not
listen to them, they told Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai’s resolve would
prevail; for he had explained to them that he was a Jew.
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5. Esther Rabbah 6:12

But Mordecai did not bow down nor prostrate himself before him (3:2). Was Mordecai
then looking for quarrels or being disobedient to the king’s command? The fact is that
when Ahasuerus ordered that all should bow down to Haman, the latter fixed an

idolatrous image on his breast for the purpose of making all bow down to an idol.
2:1 137 INON
YA XD 77NN ,00 ORI D THNID N72PN DY INY THMW 29D XN 210> XOM TN 1Y XIPI DN I
NTIAY PPN PN IMNNNWND WINVNNX MINYI RIN TI01 NI DY 129 7170 1INIP 01 MNNYS X
.D>1215 NTIAYY NNNYOIY T MONN 11D HY 0191

6. Megillah 10b
‘Instead of the thorn’: instead of the wicked Haman who put himself up as an object of
worship.
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