T02

Does our philosophy of halacha match our philosophy of life?

Hannah Abrams

1) Vayikra (19:1-2)
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(1) Hashem spoke to Moses, saying,

(2) “Speak to all the congregation of the children of
Israel, and tell them, “You shall be holy; for | Hashem
your God am holy

2) Ramban Vayikra 19:2
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You shall be holy - in Torat Kohanim | saw a simple translation
of these words “You shall be people who separate yourselves.
And this idea is repeated more fully in a translation of a pasuk
in Shemini - “And they shall make themselves holy, and they
will be holy because | am holy” - meaning, just as | am holy, so
too they will be holy, just as | am separate, so too they will be
separate.

In my opinion, this separateness is not limited to sexual sins (as
Rashi thinks), rather this separateness is mentioned in every
place in Talmud that its masters are called “separate ones”.
And this is the idea that it is teaching - when the Torah warns
us about sexually forbidden liaisons, and forbidden foods, but
allows sexual relations between husband and wife, and eating
meat and drinking wine, there we find room for a person driven
by desires to become addicted to sex with his wife or even
many women, and to become a drunkard with wine and a
glutton with meat, and to speak as he pleases with all wicked
people, since this is not explicitly forbidden in the Torah!
Therefore, this pasuk comes after the details of forbidden
behaviours to forbid these things entirely, and to command in a
general manner, that we should separate ourselves also from
things which are technically allowed.
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Are you allowed to eat non-kosher food?

3) Torat HaBayit HaRashbah, 4:1
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If you have one piece of non-kosher food next to two
pieces of kosher food (which are indistinguishable from
each other), you are allowed to eat each one of those
pieces of food by itself.

And | say that one who eats these like this is not doing
anything wrong, even when you eat the last one, since
perhaps you have already eaten the non-kosher piece,
and this one is the kosher one!

And therefore one can eat all of the pieces by
themselves, and you do not have to worry that you
have eaten something non-kosher, because we have
a principle in halacha that if you have a majority
chance that something is kosher, you can eat it!

And therefore it's possible to say that in every one of the
pieces there is a % majority that it's kosher!

4) Tosfot Rid , Bava Batra 31b, "Shtei"

N'D NIV 7 D'NYA 27N 9w DNKR ND'NIN NQYYN) DX
N72INYI [N DNX DX NP7 0TR? 17 ANmi ana n70a
NYIW 727 ANim M1 DX 2 nWw1 TR kAN naT
NAIN X277 'ID'NN 'MW K7X AN 17N DWR NI

DX ,| MWW 727 'MNm DTN |2 nW7ww 9"UNI .KINAT
75N 711N DY NRLVN XN YWY DK TNR DTX
2270 7w nd'Nn

If one piece of non-kosher food is mixed with two
pieces of kosher food, it is nullified in the majority and
it is permissible for someone to take one of the three
pieces to eat. It is also permissible for three people
each to eat one of the three pieces - they would not
have to bring a guilt sacrifice unless they ate two
pieces where there wouldn’t be a majority anymore.
And even though three people can eat one each, if
one person eats all three they will have to brings a sin
sacrifice since they have clearly eaten something that
is forbidden!

5) Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah, 109:1
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A piece of non-kosher food got mixed with other kosher ones
(when each piece is indistinguishable from each other and all
are dry and cold). The rule is - the non-kosher piece is

nullified in the majority of kosher pieces, and it is permissible
for someone to all of the pieces by themselves, although you

eat them all together on the same fork.




Do we act the way we eat?

6) Mishlei 28:14
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Happy is the man that fears always; But he that
hardens his heart shall fall into evil.

7) Gittin 55b
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Rabbi Yohanan said: What is the meaning of the pasuk:
“Happy is the man who fears always, but he who hardens his
heart shall fall into mischief’ (Proverbs 28:14)? Jerusalem was
destroyed on account of Kamtza and bar Kamtza...

...The Sages thought to sacrifice the animal due to the
imperative to maintain peace with the government. Rabbi
Zekharya ben Avkolas said to them: But then people will say
that blemished animals may be sacrificed! The Sages thought
to kill him instead so that he would not go and speak against
them. Rabbi Zekharya said to them: If you kill him, people will
say that one who makes a blemish on sacrificial animals is to
be killed!

Rabbi Yohanan says: The excessive humility of Rabbi
Zekharya ben Avkolas destroyed our Temple, burned our
Sanctuary, and exiled us from our land.

8) Mesilat Yesharim (The Path of the Just), 24
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On this it was said: "Fortunate is the man that fears
always" (Mishlei 28:14... For even when one does not
see a stumbling block before his eyes, his heart must
feel dread within lest there be one hidden at his feet
and he did not guard [from it].




9) Eicha 4:2
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The precious children of Zion; Once valued as gold—
Alas, they are accounted as earthen pots, Work of a
potter's hands!

10) Eicha Rabbah, Parsha 4:2
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1. Another explanation of “the precious children of Zion”: what
was their preciousness? Whenever one would make a party,
he would cover all the foods of the meal with a napkin because
they were all delicate people who never ate anything which
could harm them.

2. Another explanation of “the precious children of Zion”:
whenever one of them would be invited to a party, he would
turn up the edge of his left sleeve so that if another would
come to invite him to their party, they would know that he has
already been invited to a different party, and would not
mistakenly give an invitation in vain.

3. Another explanation of “the precious children of Zion”: what
was their preciousness? No-one would go to a party unless he
knew exactly who else was going to be there, and who would
be dining there, and who would be serving, and would not sign
the invitation until he knew who else would be signing with him
because of the verse [Shemot 24:1], “do not join hands with
the wicked.”

4. Another explanation of “the precious children of Zion”: what
was their preciousness? A teaching from Rabbi Shimon ben
Gamliel who told of an important practice in Jerusalem, that at
the time when someone would go to a party, the host would
hang on his lintel a flag, and all the time that the flag was
hanging, guests could come to the party, but when he took the
flag down, no-one had permission to enter.

5. And another practice, that when one of them make a party,
the whole time the party was going on, the cook would be
bound, so that if something in the party went bad, they would
be able to punish the cook - all in order to protect the hosts
honour and the honour of the guests.

6 .Another explanation of “the precious children of Zion”: what
was their preciousness? None of them would ever go to a
party without being invited.

A story: one man who was in Jerusalem made a party... this
teaching was said about Kamtza and Bar Kamtza who
destroyed the Beit HaMlkdash. Rav Yosef said, “due to the
humility of Zecharya ben Avkolos, the Sanctuary was
destroyed.




Back to the Halacha
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11) Halachic Man, Rav Soloveitchik (2005 ed., p. 115)

the past.

The future imprints its stamp on the past and determines its image. We have here a true symbiotic, synergistic
relationship. The cause is interpreted by the effect, moment a by moment b. The past by itself is indeterminate,
a closed book. It is only the present and the future that can pry it open and read its meaning. There are many
different paths, according to this perspective, along which the cause can travel. It is the future that determines
its direction and points the way. There can be a certain sequence of events that starts out with sin and
iniquity but ends up with mitzvot and good deeds, and vice versa. The future transforms the thrust of

12) Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah, 109:1
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A piece of non-kosher food got mixed with other
kosher ones (when each piece is indistinguishable
from each other and all are dry and cold). The rule is -
the non-kosher piece is nullified in the majority of
kosher pieces, and it is permissible for someone to all
of the pieces by themselves, although you can’t eat
them all together on the same fork. And there are
those who don’t permit one person to each all three,
even if you eat them one after the other.

Rama - and the second opinion is how we practice
ideally, and there are even those who are more
stringent and throw one of the pieces away or give it to
a non-Jew, however this is only a stringency.




