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This week’s shiur is kindly sponsored by the following families.
Gladys and Matthew Maryles on the 2nd yahrzeit of Gladys's sister, Elaine
Baruch, Esther bat Rachel and Avraham Aryeh Leib, N’y
Dr. Yossie and Judy Simpson on the yahrtzeit (bo bayom) of Yossie’s

father Harav Shimon Aharon Ben Harav Eliyahu N’y

Naomi and David Kaszovitz on the 2nd yahrzeit of David’s father, Gedaliah

Yitzchak ben Shmuel Yosef, Mr. Gabriel Kaszovitz n’y and on the 35th yahrtzeit for
Davids grandmother -_Sara Bat Gedalia - Sarah Kaszovitz n'y

The Devolution of Language

1. Bereishis 11:1-9
D27 NNN naw Y'INn-bD "M N 1And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech.
DTN

NYPIINYAM ;DTPN DYDIA M 2 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed east, that they found a plain
T T SV el g B e in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there.
DY12P WY Y

nJabJ nan my'\-bN YINIINNM A 3 And they said one to another: 'Come, let us make brick, and burn

. ’ . them thoroughly.' And they had brick for stone, and slime had they
D2 "NN5N9IWY ,N2IWN DY for mortar.
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2. Rashi 11:7

4 And they said: 'Come, let us build us a city, and a tower, with its
top in heaven, and let us make us a name; lest we be scattered abroad
upon the face of the whole earth.'

5 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the
children of men builded.

6 And the LORD said: 'Behold, they are one people, and they have
all one language; and this is what they begin to do; and now nothing
will be withholden from them, which they purpose to do.

7 Come, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they
may not understand one another's speech.'

8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of
all the earth; and they left off to build the city.

9 Therefore was the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did
there confound the language of all the earth; and from thence did the
LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. {P}
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3.Bereishis 10:5 - It seems like language was already distinct?

0N MNITIAI NN N
--IWYY YN ,DNNINA

5 Of these were the isles of the nations
divided in their lands, every one after his

DN ,DNNAYNY tongue, after their families, in their nations.

The Academic Narrative
4. History World 1

Origins of language

The origins of human language will perhaps remain for ever obscure. By contrast the origin of
individual languages has been the subject of very precise study over the past two centuries.

There are about 5000 languages spoken in the world today (a third of them in Africa), but

scholars group them together into relatively few families - probably less than twenty. Languages
are linked to each other by shared words or sounds or grammatical constructions. The theory is

1 http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ab13
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that the members of each linguistic group have descended from one language, a common
ancestor. In many cases that original language is judged by the experts to have been spoken in
surprisingly recent times - as little as a few thousand years ago.

Linguistic groups: from 3000 BC

The most widespread group of languages today is the Indo-European, spoken by half the world's
population. This entire group, ranging from Hindi and Persian to Norwegian and English, is
believed to descend from the language of a tribe of nomads roaming the plains of eastern Europe
and western Asia (in modern terms centring on the Ukraine) as recently as about 3000 BC.

From about 2000 BC people speaking Indo-European languages begin to spread through Europe,
eventually reaching the Atlantic coast and the northern shores of the Mediterranean. They also
penetrate far into Asia - occupying the Iranian plateau and much of India.

Another linguistic group, of significance in the early history of west Asia and still of great
importance today, is the Semitic family of languages. These also are believed to derive from the
language of just one tribal group, possibly nomads in southern Arabia.

By about 3000 BC Semitic languages are spoken over a large tract of desert territory from

southern Arabia to the north of Syria. Several Semitic peoples play a prominent part in the early

civilization of the region, from the Babyloniansand Assyriansto the Hebrews and Phoenicians.
And one Semitic language, Aramaic, becomes for a while
the Lingua francaof the Middle East.

5. The World’s Oldest Writing, Archaeology?
The earliest known recipes, by many centuries,
are found on three tablets dating to the Old
Babylonian period. Though seemingly simple, their
minimal instructions could only have been followed
by experienced chefs working for the highest
echelons of society. This particular tablet features
25 recipes for stews and soups, both meat and
vegetarian, including some directions—though no
measurements or cooking times—for an
amursanu-pigeon stew:

Split the pigeon in hal—add other meat. Prepare
the water, add fat and salt to taste; Breadcrumbs,
onion, samidu, leeks, and garlic (first soak the
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herbs in milk). When it is cooked, it is ready to serve.

(Courtesy Yale Babylonian Collection)
CLAY TABLET. FOUND: Possibly Larsa, Iraq. CULTURE: Old Babylonian. DATE: ca. 1800
B.C. LANGUAGE: Akkadian.

Among the thousands of Mesopotamian tablets
containing both official and personal letters, one example
stands out as the first recorded customer complaint and
evidence of a business relationship gone very sour. Nearly
4,000 years ago, a man named Nanni expressed his
extreme displeasure to the merchant Ea-nasir about a
recent copper shipment:

When you came, you said to me as follows: “I will give
Gimil-Sin (when he comes) fine quality copper ingots.” You
left then but you did not do what you promised me. You put
ingots that were not good before my messenger (Sit-Sin)
and said: “If you want to take them, take them; if you do
not want to take them, go away!” What do you take me for,
that you treat somebody like me with such

contempt.... Take cognizance that (from now on) I will not
accept here any copper from you that is not of fine quality. |
shall (from now on) select and take the ingots individually
in my own yard, and | shall exercise against you my right of
rejection because you have treated me with contempt.

(© The Trustees of the British Museum)
CLAY TABLET. FOUND: Ur, Iraq. CULTURE: Old
Babylonian. DATE: 1750 B.C. LANGUAGE: Akkadian.

6. Malbim, Bereishis 11:7
"y DN DN L,Y202 DTN 122 1Y) MNWON DN NNT N1'PNA 1aDN 'K D1aD 112NN 122 NN
2 w1 X1 NN ,NmM NOXI N NOX Nt 1212) DMIpINM ,DNXYY WO PN DY DIW NNIDn
D512 172 ' M) IR 21202 DTN M2 92 1) 1")n DadN 'a niwa D 1Y ynim n'nn Dadx
N "y DINNA WO DWaY DTN )2 12 WTNN) 293 MT2 MY XN NN 12Y Naw 012N
IMNN TNN PN NNY X2 DXY ,NNNN 2T IR N5 525 NNX) N21wn 2'w) Nl annmwm
P71 N KD TIY MNN YAy 1ac 1M1 ' TNK AN P17 DO1va N KD MY MNN NNy ady
mM2ND 1M MY DadK N Mp Ny mMaxn 1Y IX1'Y1 1Ma Sy 1wnd 1Y 85N ,YIND TNX W
N9 N2YNIN NN 12D DN, MY MNP 021 DWIK TR NY NN NN, MINK Mawda
,1TD 111p 1NT DY NONRN DM2TI MRS 1Y "M ,YyTID DI9ID) DMION DNd 1N D ,Nwn 'nN1a
121,120 DY NIXY NI NIX IR L Y"ININ w0 Ny nwa N') 2 N DNNAN D 129 DN RN
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7. Bechor Shor, Bereishis 11:7
MY 'V DT 090 MNY.DTNXK D12 INN NaY YaNn Y2 nn

T YT XY NrYTY NN NNNA YIn MwOdn Y2 Now 1NN 92 2 ANyl Dav wN Iynw? XY wN
MNYOT DNY 1IN 1PWIYT DWAN ab 1Y Y ") PRT vy 'V v 0o 1a YanN

8. Rav Hirsch, Bereishis 11:7

What are the elements to the formation of language? There are, or
can be, two: objective formation and subjective formation. Language
expresses the essence of things and indicates the nature of their rela-
tionships. Language can be formed objectively; that is to say, it expresses
the objective essence of things and the nature of their relations to the
world. Alternatively, language can be formed subjectively, in accordance
with the particular attitudes that a nation currently has about things
and their relationships.

As long as there was only one language, the language was objective:
it expressed the essence of things and their purpose. Today there are
many languages, but few are the words among them that reflect identical
attitudes.

~ Take, for example, the word “judge,” mentioned above. In German
a J.Udge is called “richter” — i.e., one who gives things proper direction
(richtung); he decides (entscheidet) and separates (scheidet). According
to Fhe Jewish conception, however, a judge effects vown; he brings about
unity and creates harmonious order (bow, 7ow [placed tightly on a spit],
hew _[PUt, prepare]), and he places every person where he ought to be
In his relationship with the other party.
y bPerhaps, in German one who is simple and unpretending (schlicht)
ad (schlecht). Accordingly, a German who does not want to be bad
Mmust steer clear of simplicity and straightforwardness; cunning and wile

a iti : i i '
t}rle gooq qualities. According to the Jewish conception, however, Twv is
€ quality worth striving for.
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factors that devised names for things, bl%t not in the uniform Manner
1 which God had defined them. Thus it came about that people 6
longer understood one another. They called things by different Names,
in order to spite one another. This is the way of the individual seeking
freedom and independence: he sees things and names them however
he chooses. Subsequent history, too, reveals that centralization of power
divests the language of its diversity.

We see, then, that discord was not precipitated by a proliferation of
languages, but on the contrary: discord brought about a divergence of
languages. Perhaps at first nnx 7ow was preserved, and nevertheless nyq3
ow: Even before mankind was scattered and before there were differences
in climates, there no longer were 0*nx ©°927 in the nnx now. This di-
vergence of opinion then drove people apart, and, finally, climatic dif-

ferences led to a divergence of languages from an inherent standpoint
as well.

The Reconstitution of Lashon HaKodesh

The Rise of Modern Hebrew
1.Tzefaniah 3:8-10
oo '¥APY DMA GDNY LaYn '3 TYY "Mp DY N DX 12N 122 - N

IYIND D2 DIXD MINIP UKD 1D AN 1IN DD yrony Javd
TN DIV 1T2Y2 'N DYA D2 KIp2 N2 N9W DY SN JanN TN 2 - L
PNTIN DM N DY YAD 022 1R -
8 - Therefore, wait for Me, says the L-rd, for the day that | will rise up to
meet [with you]. For it is My judgment to assemble nations, to gather
kingdoms, to pour out My fury upon them; yea, all the kindling of My
wrath, for with the fire of My jealousy all the earth shall be consumed.
9 - For then | will convert the peoples to a pure language that all of them
call in the name of the
L-rd, to worship Him of one accord.
10 - From the other side of the rivers of Cush, My supplicants, the
community of My scattered ones-they shall bring Me an offering.
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9.lbn Ezra on Tzefaniah 3:8
DINNX D'NON 1TIV'Y 112y "NINIP DYDY 12 NPYNY NN Dawn - 0awn
DYN MaYY 108NN MY N2 YY Nwn 21 DyT 50 TNyY Nt NIp OX 7112
722N DYN X1P) NTAY NAY wNpn Y Xin N2 nawaiTad

(N"aN2 74 Ty 'R pON MM Y"Inn 'and) NN w1 ax 10,10
TNMINN PR NN P TNR DY Y12'p DOWNY IWAN X D YTI) DOIN)
DN'DINMIA DNMMINWOL DY TNK DYY NNY 1n'IDn IWN
DN NNV ..1"DI2 YT AWK MTNN 121721 DN DNYMonna
1"21 MY NN PN DTIA) DWIRND NNINY DY Myyn 01
,TNN DY MO DXI12P DHOWND YIvd MIWAK 'K 1IN ,0°27 DMIND
MPAN "NO1 LYNI ,PININ NDONA M NF D T13) N12ANN MANY 11D
NN MNXI N1AN DNN My 127N yav ad
TNX DIPNA 0210 T DIRXNIN OXIY? D2 101, D1INN OXIY NN MO
T2 DRI DY N NY 11 ,DNDINYA 10T K91 DNY NNX Naw)
10 ,NNK MK DN MPYY 5pIin NN 11w DI¥N MY2D NNNN Npm
NXNJ K1 TNNK DIPN2 1201 TNK DYY TN 1N DMINN YIND DDA Daw
NNONN DNY NN NMKN WK D01 NN DIpN1 MW OXIWM LN TN
DIN NINYI DY Y2120 'Oy Nywa 12 KXY, TNN DY Y12pY NOIXIN
moyo wMd 19NN 1272 DY WNNY N Yin 2 ,1M2'NXa
NON , DY DNIXD DY 12 DA) NI DY TN 1N NN L, DY
AWK MTNAN INY ,DI91NITIN NAIX) TIaD1 1 YINI DMIXNN NONI Naxn
99 ,DNPDINMA DMWY N T DHYTI 1M L, ONIY IR 1)
TR 01TA NN DI LLTNN DY MNY DXI1AP DOVANY VAN pIna IWaN n'n XD DInya
.D'T19)N DMARM DR DHYYNY DN1PPA MIYaAN N
It was known that the gathering of one nation cannot be completed until the people of
the nation agree to unite as one nation, equal in tongue, manners, general way of life,
temperament and virtues, as experience has told us... and now if they desire to become
a nation and a people from individuals who lived in separate countries and among many
nations, it is naturally impossible for them to form one unified nation since the social
limbs are as different from each other as can be, and it is almost impossible by nature to
form them into one society and nation.
However when the nation of Israel was in Egypt, they were all in one location and spoke
one language and had no differences in manners and way of life, and since G-d helped
them and took them out with a Strong Hand from their suffering in Egypt, it was then
simple to form them into one nation because also when they were in Egypt they were
one unified nation dwelling in one place, and there was no Israelite living elsewhere, and
all the individuals had the necessary quality for forming one nation. Not so during the
Aliyah from Babylonia, there the miracle was essentially different, because aside from all
being allowed, by word of King Cyrus, to ascend to Jerusalem, at that point the nation of
Israel were scattered among different nations and countries, some from the north and
some from Egypt, as well as Greece, Spain, France, India and Persia — the other
countries where the Jews lived, and they differed from each other in spoken language
and mannerism, and if G-d had not helped them — their ingathering and uniting would not
be naturally possible... and the bigger miracle was how it was possible for them to
complete each other and the different 'social limbs'.
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The Making of Modern Hebrew

11.Washington Post, Reviewed by Yehudah
Mirsky

Sunday, November 23, 20083

Eliezer Ben-Yehuda

In Resurrecting Hebrew, Ilan Stavans sets
out to explain how an ancient, holy tongue
was converted into a contemporary, secular
language. He values Hebrew's new vibrancy
but also describes its development (some
would say coarsening) in less than a century
into a "messy, boisterous, even chaotic"
pastiche. This slang-filled, everyday
mixture of Hebrew, Arabic and English
seems almost as far removed from the elegance of the first generation of modern
Hebrew writers as it does from the stark, rock-hewn language of the Bible.

Stavans, a professor of Latin American culture at Amherst College, is a gifted scholar
and man of letters. His book is essentially a travelogue: Spurred by an enigmatic
dream, Stavans went to Israel, where he had lived for a year as a young man, to
explore his Jewish identity and his emotional relationship to Hebrew. His quest
quickly led to the figure at the center of spoken Hebrew's revival, the late Eliezer Ben-
Yehuda (1858-1922).

Born in Lithuania as Eliezer Perlman, Ben-Yehuda moved to Palestine in 1881, 15
years before Theodore Herzl published The Jewish State, the founding manifesto of
Zionism. In Jerusalem, Ben-Yehuda established several newspapers and went about
creating -- with his wife, child and their bewildered domestic help -- the first Hebrew-
speaking household in millennia.

He adopted a fierce secularism and equally fierce cultural nationalism in which the
revival of Hebrew was central. As Stavans writes, "Ben-Yehuda's Zionism was
linguistic. You might almost say he wanted Jews to create their own country so that
they could speak Hebrew in it." This required new vocabulary, and so Ben-Yehuda
embarked on a decades-long project: a massive Hebrew dictionary in which he offered

3 http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/11/20/AR2008112003543.html
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stunningly erudite etymologies both for existing words and for the terms he was

inventing.

He was not without foes. Traditionalists recoiled at his unabashed secularization of the
holy tongue, while many other figures of the Hebrew revolution, like the colossal poet
Hayyim Bialik and the towering essayist Ahad Ha-Am, thought his work soulless and

mechanical. Arguably, that group of writers left an even deeper imprint on
contemporary Hebrew than did Ben-Yehuda, but the rebirth of spoken Hebrew is

nearly inconceivable without this difficult, quixotic man.

12. Yahudus, Torah and Medina, R. A. Gitlin 1964+
(D1MIND 1964 ,7"2wWN) 2 1 1"OP112 -1HL) X DINN

DO - NYTINN NNTNNA DTN
(DMIN5 2004) T"DWN KX"111N

YTIPN NP PTipn YIN .0

NX N"2pN X172 N2 WwHON XN pTpn WO Da 1D
152 - DOWN X121 DAY NINNKA MY Ny
TINM IXIANN 9D - M OMN TV, NNK Tpn
N2 NN - MToNN M902 .S"r M"MIkN '"anda
OW DNMp NX OX XONX ,NXM2NN PN P XD wTpn
D'X121N 5D )D1.. :D%1ya DO'XN21n 019 5D
1N 1N NP 152 D2 DXIPIY NMnwn DAy
AT NaAYTAN NMSY5Nwnn NN NIMNIX
X121 1NN NPA%NN1 ...NTNAY NMNNXN NMwyn

(X P19 MO NINAXM TINN Y XN) INrNND

NXMQ NIND D ,NmMea M2 XN 1710 D 5D
12 NN N"apn amxN" X0 ,5"N MaTD ,nnivn
DMYN X 1271 ,(xNnNaN »1Tn) "Dhinnna N T
m¥n D2 na 212%2 021N N 0NN
mngyay Nanoyn NMATANN 7Ipny X ,Ninn
DTX T'X1 M2 21222 XpNT Nw21on - N Q0 X
NN DX D"pPNR XIND  XDX 1NN T RN
SN RSN MMPVN NIYND DX 12%2 ,)Nmeaa
JMPY2 NN vn Myyn 9NN DX NN
,0"MM2 DMAT DAY 2NNKN DX 27190 Nk 1H012
AN OX X 1NN T XY XD MaN Nwynn TTyH2l
nI¥NN 121N DMIYPN N 0DV NIMoN NX

NOXN

4 http://www.yoel-ab.com/katava.asp?id=42
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13. Igros RaRiyah II, page 281
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