Discovering the Commentators
Parshat Devarim
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to Israel, a past that has now come to a close. These orations, delivered
from the mouth of Moshe to all generations, should remain in the hearts
and minds of all Jews, inspiring them to step forth as faithful sons of
God’s covenant. These attitudes are 1 nx1» and /7 nar and 72 mMpa7, all
based on the awareness, both theoretical and practical, of 1 mnx. Also
included is the mitzvah of minn 1%, which devolves on every man of
Israel, and the mitzvah of 7211% onawn, which devolves on every father
toward his child, and the mitzvah of y1an 8% 010 &%, which obligates us
to keep the Torah handed down to us, without changing it or adding to
it or subtracting from it.

These orations, with which Moshe introduced the elucidation of the
Torah, constitute his testament to his people. Hence, they also include
those mitzvos that accompany every individual wherever he might be and
that educate us constantly to faithfulness to God and to our duties —
e.g., PR 992 Anm , P2pn YW ax nm  yaw nkwp. To these, add the mitzvah
of o™zn nivwe nvat, which applies daily and which is recorded later in the
festival chapter, and also the mitzvah of n*¢>% and the prohibition of nuyw,
which are recorded again in Devarim. For now the people are about to
make the transition from constant influence by a central guiding power
into a life of individualization in which, more than ever, the Jew needs
to be constantly reminded of his calling. Even his garment is to preach
to him and remind him of the Jewish human duty and of the moral no-
bility of man.

In recapitulation, the book of Devarim is a compendium of those
mitzvos that had to be specially noted, both by the authorities and by
every individual, at the transition from the wilderness to a settled land.
Some of these mitzvos had purposely not been put into writing until this
point; others, which had already been mentioned, were now reiterated
because it was considered essential for the desired objective.

This book is commonly referred to as 7m0 mwn and hence construed
as a “repetition” of the Torah. But this should not be misunderstood to
mean that Devarim is merely a repetition of the mitzvos already recorded
in the earlier books, for we have already seen that the majority of the
mitzvos of Devarim are recorded here for the first time. Rather, the des-
ignation 7mn mwn — in the sense of “repetition” of the Torah — fits this
book only if we interpret the meaning of this designation as follows: The
book of Devarim tells of the oral reiteration and elucidation of the entire
Torah with which Moshe concluded his work for his people on earth. It

sities of life. During that period, there were no poor, and probably also
no day laborers, among them. In the Land, however, normal conditions
of life prevailed, and human existence depended on productivity and
commerce. This created differences in economic status, including various
‘degrees of dependence on aid from fellow men. In the wilderness, eve-
ryone had everything he needed, but no more than that; hence, there was
no need to give 178, nor was it possible to do so. Furthermore, it was
only after God’s direct providence had departed and normal conditions
of life had begun that the male became the provider for his wife and
household. In the wilderness, this socioeconomic aspect of marriage was
absent. Only in the Land did marriage assume its full significance on a
legal and social basis.

Hence, the laws that regulate physiological and ethical aspects of sex-
ual life in marriage are recorded already in the earlier books, whereas the
laws that determine the legal validity and dissolution of marriage —
TR VIR IR WY D 19T 18D W3, PwrTp — as well as the laws
closely linked to the legal and civic aspect of family life — o132 n1z» and
7m22 vswn — all these laws were recorded in the Written Law only after
Moshe had reviewed the entire Torah just before the entry into the Land.

In our view, these explanations are clear and uncontrived, and can
account for the fact that these groups of mitzvos are recorded in the fifth
book of the Torah. And since the mitzvos cited here for general discussion
constitute the overwhelming majority of the book, we are entitled to as-
sume that a similar logic motivated also the inclusion of all the other
mitzyos that appear in the book of Devarim.

As we have stated, after Moshe reviewed all the mitzvos of the Torah,
some of them were then also recorded in the Written Law. Of these, some
mitzvos had already been recorded in the earlier books, and some were
recorded here for the first time, their recording having been delayed until
now. Which mitzvos ought to be recorded here, or ought to be recorded
again here, depended on the reasons explained above.

By contrast, the introduction with which Moshe 101 nx 82 YR,
began the repeated elucidation of the Torah, is transmitted here in full
and is set down in its entirety. For these introductory orations that com-
prise the first eleven chapters of Devarim convey the basic attitudes to-
ward God and His Torah that are expected of Israel, and the general duties

that Israel is expected to fulfill as a result. All these are expounded here
on the basis of a general siirvev af the nact in which (3nd revealad Himealf
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From this same standpoint let us now consider all the other mitzvos
contained in this book. The need for the repeated warnings against 1712y
771 and the sins associated with it is self-understood; for immediately
upon entering the Land, the people would be exposed to contacts with
the polytheistic abominations of the Canaanite population. Thus: 72y
w1 ,79% a2y 72w TN AOWR hnnn RY 777 72y YW NRIG MOOR 0t0R ,nnTa
73¥m 90D NPWY 7T ATV TIOR 1TTAIN RY T won.

The same logic [namely, the imminence of Israel’s entry into its own
land] is applicable to the establishment of a national leadership after Mo-
she’s death, and to the organization of the judicial system throughout the
Land, centering in one supreme judicial authority: p1 ,2°vew 772 11730
IR 17N xY ‘:.__u_uGU PR B..ﬂ_xu SPW K721 DR K721 ,0°007 077y 0%y 0000
[772% TR 7 WP 170N KYT RYT 07,30 [apY 7an vl

Obviously, too, this is also the logical place for reiterating, in written
form, the laws pertinent to warfare — ,nnwn 8% 07w Apn7n Mwn NR™P
1n°2% pa ,mnn witp RN np® — and the mitzvos applicable immediately
after the people set foot in the Land: vy m¥%p1 1992 ,0°32xn 2y 77907 n2°no
b2°y1 0173 1. Also, upon the nation’s dispersal throughout the Land, Twa
mxn was permitted. As a result, the procedures of nv'nw and the observ-
ance of the dietary laws were entrusted to the conscientiousness of each
individual. This explains why the Torah sets forth here the mitzvah of
nvnw and reiterates, in written form, the o7 Mo°x, the 2%n Mo°, and the
section on M7OR MYaxn, as well as the laws that preserve the relationship
to the central Sanctuary: 07192 ,779ywa Y198 210 RY IR*20 7AW 762 MO
WYn N7 WD,

However, the transition from direct Divine guidance and providence
in the wilderness to the normal life of human society in the Land brought
about far-reaching changes also in the nation’s communal life, and this
explains why various social laws are set down here either for the first time
or by way of reiteration. Thus, for example, the detailed laws of np73, the
laws of o152 Y¥b ,0°005 N nw 71y wyn, which are set down for the first
time in the book of Devarim, and the duties toward the poor reiterated
in Devarim, such as n?%1w1 axp anow 0727 ,731 71an 770w puy 0y naw.

While the Children of Israel journeyed through the wilderness, God’s

nrovidence nrovided them with shelter. clothine. and all the other neces-

A closer examination of one of these groups of mitzvos that first ap-
pear in earlier books and are partially reiterated here may afford us the
key to the answers to these questions.

In chapter 16 (vv. 1-17), the Torah reiterates the mitzvos of the festi-
vals. In this reiteration, however, only nos, nw1aw, and ns10 are men-
tioned. When we compare this section to the section on the festivals in
Vayikra 23, we immediately notice that Scripture here does not repeat
naw, mwn Exn_. MDD 01, NIRY 1w,

The common denominator of these four festivals that are not men-
tioned is that their meaning derives purely from our relationship to God;
moreover, their meaning derives primarily from the relationship of the
individual to God. It was therefore possible to fully observe them even
during the wilderness period, and Israels settling in its own land hardly
made a difference in their observance. Not so ros, my1aw, and n910. One
aspect of their significance — their association with the soil and its sea-
sonal cycle — will become relevant only after the conquest of the Land.
What is more, on the festival of mo1, even the historical meaning of mg»
n210 — as a reminder of the huts in the wilderness — will apply only after
the transition from the huts of the wilderness to the fields and the cities.
So, t00, 2712 mxn could hardly have been observed in the wilderness. Fi-
nally, on all three festivals, the duty of undertaking a pilgrimage up to
the Sanctuary applies, obligating the nation to congregate in the Sanctu-
ary, which is its focal point. Obviously, this mitzvah could be fulfilled
only after the nation had dispersed throughout its land, for in the wil-
derness Israel was grouped around the Sanctuary at all times.

It seems therefore highly probable that, during the last weeks before
the entry into the Land, Moshe reviewed the entire Torah and expounded
all its commandments, and in the framework of this review he also re-
viewed the mitzvos of the festivals; however, it was not naw, mws wxa, or
7%, and N8y 1w, but only nod, Nw12w, and Ma1o that were recorded
again in the Written Law, for only the observance of these festivals was
affected by circumstances resulting from the conquest of the Land.

For this reason the written reiteration of the laws of nos, nviaw, and
oo emphasizes two factors: First, each of these festivals is related to a
specific season of the year; indeed the entire Jewish calendar is fixed to
accommodate this relationship: poxa ,mnpa winan bnmm 22287 WIN DR Y
72p"1 3an. Second, the whole celebration of the festivals must vm con-

rantratad in Ana canteal aniae Janlcmmend Loc M 0 3o coises cac e



