David and Batsheva
MEFARSHIM PACKET

II Shmuel Unit 4

Unit 4.1 - “You Were Feeling Strong But You Needed Proof” (Perek 11)

Political Situation (11:1)

Why are we told this now?
1. Malbim 11:1
JT21T nWyn X2 N nn'm 0Ny mxya )70 X700 mn 2wy T Y TN, NIvn NIYNY
XY NV NN K7W AIYNN 7271 ,MYN NIYNYT7 2'NY X ,NNTIED ANNan DT N9 VAT N RN 7171
NN DYANI IPN 190 NIRY?

David sees Batsheva (11:2-5)

Was her house the highest house that she bathed on the roof?

2. Abarbanel 1:2
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Who is Eli’am?
3. Il Shmuel 23:34

_____

Who is Uriah?

4. Il Shmuel 23:39
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5. Zohar, Mishpatim 243
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6. Radak 11:3
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7. Radak 12:3
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8. Alshich, ad loc.
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David calls for Uria (11:6-13)

Why is David trying to send him home?
9. Abarbanel 11:8
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The Battlefront (11:14-16)

Why did Yoav change the command?

10. Chomas Anach 11:16
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Did it go as planned?

11. Malbim 11:16
TIT2 XY 3771 TPIRW D277 22001 2N T DR IRV MR N
QYD QYD DORYV 1Y OWIRY K17 I ,2°20 YA 0¥ DWW NXNT AT 1Y DY AR MAw1 0D ,annon
PTOW 2IPR2 IR DR AW PINN 2723 W 2OTNYN 021921 D123 WO Q1pnAY ,0°I%T D2 20
TTIT? WK DON2X VIV DOWOWT 172 707 IR 0D ARnn 7772 70 T 03 ,0°102 AR O wIRw




The Aftermath (11:18-27)

Bigger Questions

Was David Guilty?
12. Abarbanel 11:12-13
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13. Malbim 11:3
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Unit 4.2 - Aftermath (Perek 12)

Nasan'’s Parable to David (12:1-6)
14. Kol Dodi Dofek, Using the Hour

We too are living in troubled times, in days of anger and distress. We have been afflicted with violent
pogroms and have become accustomed to suffering. In the past fifteen years [1941-56] we have undergone
tortuous ordeals that are unparalleled in thousands of years of diaspora, degradation, and destruction. This
chapter of suffering did not end with the establishment of the State of Israel. To this day the State is still in a
condition of crisis and danger, and we all fear for its future. We ate all eye - witnesses to the tising star of the
iniquitous and to the corruption of international law by the Western nations out of indifference to the
principles of justice and fairness. All try to curry favor with our enemies and bow and scrape before them
with false humility and shameful hypoctisy. All are concerned with the welfare of our enemies, and remain
indifferent to the suffering Jewish State (much like the rich man who stole the lamb of his poor, powetless,
and uninfluential neighbor [II Samuel 12:1-6]).

Besides setting David up, what is this story adding to the story that we don’t know
already?
15. Metfzudos 12:1
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16. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 520
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Rava said: Initially, the verse called the evil inclination a traveler coming from afar. Subsequently,
the verse calls it a guest, as one welcomes it. Ultimately, the verse calls it man, indicating
significance, as it became the homeowner. As it is stated in the parable of the poor man’s lamb that
Nathan the prophet said to David: “And there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was reluctant
to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to prepare for the guest” (II Samuel 12:4). And it is
written in the same verse: “And he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared it for the man that was

come to him.” In other words, the evil inclination that began as a traveler gradually rose in
prominence.

17. Abarbanel, ad loc.
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Why should he pay 4 times for the lamb?
18. Malbim 12:6
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19. Shmos 21:37
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When a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for
the ox, and four sheep for the sheep.

20. Rashi 12:6
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What does the word ‘Chamal’ mean in this context?
21. 1 Shmuel 15:3
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Now go, attack Amalek, and proscribe all that belongs to him. Spare no one, but kill alike men and
women, infants and sucklings, oxen and sheep, camels and asses!”



22. | Shmuel 15:9
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but Saul and the troops spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the second-born, the lambs,
and all else that was of value. They would not proscribe them; they proscribed only what was cheap
and worthless.

23. 1Shmuel 15:15
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Saul answered, “They were brought from the Amalekites, for the troops spared the choicest of the sheep
and oxen for sacrificing to the LORD your God. And we proscribed the rest.”
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The Application of the Story (12:7-9)

What does it mean to create bizayon for H’?
24. Metzudos 12:12
T 9 o' oY 77nna% .anma

25. Chida 12:9
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Unit 4.3 - David and Batsheva's Children (Perek 12)

The Punishment (12:10-12)

What does it mean that the sword won’t leave his home forever?

26. Metzudos 12:11
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What will be this evil from his house?
27. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 7b
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Regarding the opening phrase of the psalm, which serves as its title, the Gemara
wonders: It is said: “A Psalm of David, when fleeing his son, Absalom.” A Psalm of
David? It should have said: A lament of David.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Avishalom said a parable: To what is this similar? It is similar to a
person about whom a promissory note was issued stating that he must repay a debt to
the lender. Before he repaid it, he was despondent, worried how he will manage to
repay the debt. After he repaid it, he was glad.
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So too was the case with David. When the Holy One, Blessed be He, told him,through
Natan the prophet, after the incident with Bathsheba, “Behold, I will raise up evil
against you from your house” (usamuel12:11), David was despondent. He said: Perhaps it
will be a slave or a mamzer who will rise up in my house, a person of such lowly status,
who will have no pity on me. But once David saw that Absalom was the one through
whom the prophecy was to be fulfilled, he rejoiced,as he was certain that Absalom
would show him mercy. That is why David said a psalm, not a lament, thanking God for
punishing him in the least severe manner possible.

What about H’s plan and Avshalom’s decisions?
28. Radak 12:11
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Begging Forgiveness (12:13-14)
What does it mean he is forgiven when this
happens to him?
29. Ralbag 12
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When it came to Shaul, he lost his kingship. Why is David spared?
30. Malbim 12:13
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The Sick Child (12:15-23)

What was the argument? Why did he not allow himself to be raised. Why did they want to
raise him?

31. Radak 12:16
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Birth of Shlomo (12:24-25)
33. Radak 12:24
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Who called him what?
34. Radak 12:24
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Conquest of Amon (12:26-31)

Why the torture?
Ralbag 12:31
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Division of Opinions in David and Batsheva

Incident

Abarbanel/Mahari Karo

Malbim/Chazal

OVERALL
ARGUMENT

e  We have to read this as it appears.

e It says that David committed adultery
and he sent the husband to the
battlefield and we have to take that at
face value.

e  Chazal tell us David didn’t sin

e  Tanach still see David as a hero and his son from this
union is the one who builds the Beis Hamikdash

e  If there is a case of adultery, the woman is forbidden
to the husband and the adulterer but we don’t see
that here at all.

David sees Batsheva
and calls her to his
palace (11:3)

David sinned not only in indulgence but in

adultery

She must be divorced at this point with the military Get.
This is clear from the fact that:

a. He inquires after her before she comes

b. Her grandfather is Achitofel, David’s advisor and
likely one who introduced the Get policy in the first place

David summons
Uriah from the
warfront and sends
him home (11:6)

David is trying to mask the father of the baby by
having Uriah think it might be him, thereby
jeopardizing the lineage of the family
e He could have instead brought the child
up privately to avoid this.

David realized that if he would let her give birth, it would be
discovered since she is so close to Achitofel. This would spark
great Chilul H’ and rebellion(as later happened with Achitofel).
He therefore had to cover it, with the intention of telling that
child later about his true lineage.

David sends Uriah to
the warfront with his
death warrant (11:15)

This is David abusing his power to get rid of the
obstacle between him and Batsheva.

Uriah had rebelled against the king and is chayav misah on 2
accounts:
e  He was told to go home and this would mean not to
return to war but he did not listen
e The king sent him home with a meal from the king
but he refused to take it.

David immediately
marries Batsheva
afterwards (11:27)

This is David still running after his indulgences.
He does not even control himself after all is said
and done.

David needed to account for this pregnancy as soon as
possible so the child would not be seen as born out of
wedlock.

David exclaims the
rich shepherd is to
die (12:5)

That is the punishment for adultery

This is the king acting beyond the call of justice to remove
cruel people from society

David admits sinning
to H’ (12:13)

The sin was private. There were two parties
involved. Uriah is dead and Batsheva is married to
me, so please let me deal with this privately and
not have to have this become a public ordeal.

It is clear from here that David did not sin in the legal sense
against others. It was not the correct way for a king to behave
but there was no adultery and murder.
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35. Talmud Bavli, Shablbos 56a
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who says that David sinned with
Bathsheba is nothing other than mistaken, as it is stated: “And David succeeded in all his ways; and the
Lord was with him” (1samuei 18:14). Is it possible that sin came to his hand andnevertheless the Divine
Presence was with him?
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However, how then do I establish the meaning of the rebuke of the prophet Nathan: “Why have you despised
the word of the Lord, to do that which is evil in My sight? Uriah the Hittite you have smitten with the sword,
and his wife you have taken to be your wife, and him you have slain with the sword of the children of Ammon” (i samuel
12:9), indicating that David sinned? The Gemara answers: David sought to do evil and have relations with Bathsheba
while she was still married to Uriah but did not do so.
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That which is written: “Uriah the Hittite you have smitten with the sword,”means that you could have
judged him before the Sanhedrin as one guilty of treason against the throne, and you did not judge him in
that manner. Instead, you had him executed in a manner that deviated from the generally accepted principles of
judgment. With regard to that which is written: “And his wife you have taken to be your wife”; it means that
you have rights of marriage with her, as by law Bathsheba was already divorced from Uriah.
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As Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who goes to a war waged by the
royal house of David writes a conditional bill of divorce to his wife. That was done to prevent a situation in
which the soldier’s wife would be unable to remarry because the soldier did not return from battle and there were no
witnesses to his fate. The conditional bill of divorce accorded her the status of a divorcee and freed her to remarry. As
it is stated: “And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and to your brothers bring
greetings and take their pledge [arubatam]” (i1samuel 17:18).
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What is the meaning of arubatam? Rav Yosef taught: It refers to matters that are shared [hame’oravim]
between him, the husband, and her, the wife, i.e., marriage. The verse should be read: Take the bill of divorce that
determines the status of the relationship between husband and wife. As, apparently, it was customary for men at war
to send their wives a conditional divorce, since Uriah later died, Bathsheba retroactively assumed divorced status
from the time that he set out to war. She was not forbidden to David.

LY WIVI 7N X DRI TR ks 1HY WIv1 DR X 1Y 212 277 72 7Y °12 2972 DAAT DX

With regard to that which is written: “And him you have slain with the sword of the children of Ammon,” it
means: Just as you are not punished for soldiers killed by the sword of the children of Ammon in the
course of the war, so too you are not punished for the death of Uriah the Hittite.

O°27 FTWA °29 DY C1TR P72VY AR O1TRY 7D MKRT 79I MR T ROV XA

What is the reason that David was not liable for the death of Uriah? Because Uriah was a traitor against the
throne. As he said to David: “And my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open
fields” (usamueli:i1). In the presence of the king, one may not refer to another as his lord. Doing so is treason.

11



The Big Why

36. | Divrei Hayamim 19:19-20:1
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And when all the vassals of Hadadezer saw that they had been routed by Israel, they submitted to David
and became his vassals. And the Arameans would not help the Ammonites anymore.
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At the turn of the year, the season when kings go out [to battle], Joab led out the army force and
devastated the land of Ammon, and then besieged Rabbah, while David remained in Jerusalem; Joab
reduced Rabbah and left it in ruins.

Idea One: The Danger of Tests

37. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 107a
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§ Apropos Ahithophel, the Gemara relates the events that led to his death. Rav Yehuda says that
Rav says: A person should never bring himself to undergo an ordeal, as David, king of
Israel, brought himself to undergo an ordeal and failed. David said before God: Master of
the Universe, for what reason does one say in prayer: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and
God of Jacob, and one does not say: God of David? God said to David: They have
undergone ordeals before Me, and you have not undergone an ordeal before Me. David
said before Him: Examine me and subject me to an ordeal, as it is stated: “Examine
me, Lord, and subject me to an ordeal; try my kidneys and my heart” (psalms 26:2).

Idea Two: The Power of Teshuva

The Point of this whole section

38. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah 4b-5a
WY MR MR TIT R? WY INRY IR IR KDY AWYD IMRD MR TIT KD R 12 W 2w A0 7"RT 0m
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And this is similar to that which Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai:
David was not fit to act as he did in that incidentinvolving Bathsheba, and the Jewish people
were not fit to act as they did in that incident of the Golden Calf. David was not fit to act as he did
in that incident involving Bathsheba (see IT Samuel, chapter 11), as it is written: “And my heart is
wounded within me” (psaims 100:22), i.€., he had vanquished his evil inclination, and therefore it should
not have been able to rule over him to that extent.

WY 7% RPKR 0°1°7 92 SNIR IRT? 077 A7 0227 7°71 10° % N7 AwYn MR PIRT DR K

And likewise the Jewish people were not fit to act as they did in that incidentof the Golden Calf,
as it is written with regard to the Jewish people of that time: “Who would give that they had such
a heart as this always, to fear Meand keep all My commandments, that it might be good for them,
and with their children forever” (peuteronomy 5:25). Rather, why did they performthese sins?

12
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This serves to say to you that if an individual has sinned, one says to him: Go to that famous
individual who sinned, King David, and learn from him that one can repent. And if the community
sinned, one says to them: Go tothe community that sinned, i.e., the Jewish people at the time of the
Golden Calf.
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And this is similar to that which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani says that Rabbi Yonatan says:
What is the meaning of that which is written: “The saying of David, son of Yishai, and the
saying of the man raised on high [al]” (I Samuel 23:1)? This is the meaning of the verse: The
saying of David, son of Yishai, who raised and lightened the yoke [ullah] of repentance, as he
taught the power of repentance through his own example.

Linguistic Expression of this

Perek 11
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Perek 12
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The Two Stages of Teshuva
39. Orot HaTeshuva, Perek 2
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With respect to the passing of time, Teshuvah is divided into 2 aspects: Sudden Teshuvah and Gradual
Teshuvah.

Sudden Teshuvah comes amidst a sudden spiritual flash than enters the soul. All at once one recognizes the
wrong and ugliness of one’s error, and one is transformed into a different being, already feeling inside the
complete transformation to the good. This Teshuvah comes from the appearance of an inner remedy that
greatly influences the soul, so it is able to seek the paths within the depths of mystery.

And there is gradual Teshuvah. No inner lightening flash transforms one from the depths of bad to good, but
rather one feels that one must continue on and improve the paths and ways one lives, ones will, ones mind-
stream. An in this way one subdues little by little, attaining the integrity, to rectifying the soul-traits,
improving ones deeds, teaching oneself how to become more and more skillful, until one come to a high level
of refinement and perfection.

The Suffering of David

40. Yalkut Shimoni, Letter 165
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Vindications of David’s Teshuva

41. Tehilim 24:7
171227 2R RN 021V N0 WYIT0WRY | DY WY

O gates, lift up your heads! Up high, you everlasting doors, so the King of glory may come in!

42. Talmud Bavli, Moed Katan 9a
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: When Solomon sought to bring the Ark into the Temple the
gates clung together and could not be opened. Solomon uttered twenty-four songs of praise, and
his prayer was not answered. He began and said: “Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be
lifted up, you everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in” (esaims 24:7), but once again his prayer
was not answered, and the Temple gates remained closed.
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Once he said: “Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into your resting place, You, and the Ark of Your
strength; Let your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with victory and let Your pious ones rejoice in
goodness. O Lord God, do not turn away the face of Your anointed; remember the faithful

14



love of David Your servant” (II Chronicles 6:41—42), he was immediately answered. At that
moment the faces of David’s enemies turned dark like the charred bottom of a pot, and all
knew that the Holy One, Blessed be He, forgave him for that sin involving Bathsheba, as they
saw that it was only in his merit that the gates of the Temple opened.

43. Tehillim 30:1
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A psalm of David. A song for the dedication of the House.

44, Radak, ad loc.
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Unit 4.4: The Voice of David -
Tehillim 51

45. Mizmor 51

1 For the Leader. A Psalm of David;

2 When Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to
Bath-sheba.
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3 Be gracious unto me, O God, according to Thy mercy; according
to the multitude of Thy compassions blot out my transgressions.

4 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from
my sin.

5 For I know my transgressions; and my sin is ever before me.

6 Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is
evil in Thy sight; {N}

that Thou mayest be justified when Thou speakest, and be in the
right when Thou judgest.

7 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother
conceive me.

8 Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parts; make me,
therefore, to know wisdom in mine inmost heart.
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9 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall
be whiter than snow.

10 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which Thou
hast crushed may rejoice.

11 Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
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12 Create me a clean heart, O God; and renew a stedfast spirit
within me.

13 Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy holy
spirit from me.

14 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and let a willing spirit
uphold me.

15 Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall
return unto Thee.

16 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of my
salvation; {N}
so shall my tongue sing aloud of Thy righteousness.

17 O Lord, open Thou my lips; and my mouth shall declare Thy
praise.
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Introduction (1-2)

46. Radak, Tehillim 51:1

18 For Thou delightest not in sacrifice, else would I give it; Thou
hast no pleasure in burnt-offering.

19 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; {N}
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.

20 Do good in Thy favour unto Zion; build Thou the walls of
Jerusalem.

21 Then wilt Thou delight in the sacrifices of righteousness, in
burnt-offering and whole offering; {N}
then will they offer bullocks upon Thine altar.

When exactly was this Mizmor composed?

ININKX N 7R N )70W INKR D791 NRT 72K 'N7 'MRXON MNKRIENTINN T8 D .81

Admission and Begging for Mercy (3-8)

Why is the sin mentioned in plural?

47. Radak 51:3
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48. Ibn Ezra 51:5

What is the difference between Pesha and Cheit?
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Is he ignoring the fact that he sinned against people as well?
49. Radak 51:6
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50. Radak(at end of Posuk)
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51. Radak - Rav Saadiah Gaon
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52. Malbim 51:6
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Is he giving excuses?

53. Ibn Ezra 517 -
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54. Malbim 51:7
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55. Ibn Ezra: 51:7
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Promise to Learn and Spread the Ways of Hashem (9-14)
Why the Hyssop?

56. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 107a
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57. Malbim 51:9
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What about us is created pure - how does this work with pasuk 7?
58. lIbn Ezra 51:12
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59. Malbim 51:12
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What will he have to do with future sinners?
60. Rashi 51:15
17 N70NY IXYY OX Y 1T7' 10l .Y T DYYID DR
Why does he mention blood in pasuk 16?
61. Rashi 51:16
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Conclusion: Return to Yerushalayim (18-21)
What is the talk of sacrifices at the end?

62. Radaok 51:18
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Does H’ want sacrifices or not?
63. Malbim 51:21
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64. Koren Sacks Siddur, Introduction

The transition from sacrifice to prayer was not a sudden development.
A thousand years earlier, in his speech at the dedication of the Temple,
King Solomon had emphasized prayer rather than sacrifice (1 Kings
8:12-53). Through Isaiah, God had said “My House shall be called a house
of prayer for all peoples” (Is. 36:7). The prophet Hosea had said: “Take
words with you and return to the LORD ... Instead of bulls we will pay [the
offering of | our lips™ (Hos. 14:3). Sacrifice was the external accompani-
ment of an inner act of heart and mind: thanksgiving, atonement, and so
on. Therefore, though the outer act was no longer possible, the inner act
remained. That is how sacrifice turned into prayer.

What had once been two quite different forms of worship now be-
came one. Prayer took on the highly structured character of the sacrificial
service, with fixed texts and times. The silence that had accompanied the
sacrifice was transmuted into speech. Two traditions - prophetic prayer
on the one hand, priestly sacrificial service on the other - merged and
became one. That is the remarkable story behind the words, “What is the
[sacrificial] service of the heart? This is prayer”

Problem: at the time of Dovid, Yerushalayim was already a fortified city?
65. Metzudos 51:21
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66. Radak 51:21
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Living with Past Guilt

%\'
67. Vayikra 9.7
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Then Moses said to Aaron: “Come forward to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and your
burnt offering, making expiation for yourself and for the people; and sacrifice the people’s
offering and make expiation for them, as the LORD has commanded.”

68. Ramban, ad loc.
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Approach the altar. Aharon saw the altar as the shape of an ox and was afraid of it. Moshe
approached him and said, “Aharon, my brother, fear not from what you are afraid. Firm your
resolve and draw near to it.” That is why it says, “Approach the altar” and then (v. 8) “Aharon
approached” — it was done with swiftness. The reason for this is because Aharon was holy to
Hashem and he had no sin besides the Sin of the Golden Calf, consequently, the Sin of the Golden
Calf was foremost in his thoughts, as it says, “My sin is before me always” (Tehillim 51: 5).
Therefore, it seemed to him as though the form of a calf was preventing his atonement. Moshe told
him, “Firm your resolve” and do not be so humble, for Hashem has already accepted your deeds.

69. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 86b
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§ The Sages taught in the Tosefta: With regard to transgressions that one confessed on this
Yom Kippur, he should not confess them on another Yom Kippur, since he has already been
forgiven. But if he repeated those same transgressions during the year, he must confess them
again on another Yom Kippur. And if he did not repeat them but did confess them again,
about him the verse states: “As a dog that returns to its vomit, so is a fool who repeats his
folly” (Proverbs 26:11), since it is inappropriate to go back and mention one’s earlier sins.
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Rabbi Eliezer ben Ya’akov says: If one confesses in subsequent years, all the more so is he
praiseworthy, as he remembers his earlier sins and is thereby humbled, as it is stated: “For I know
my transgressions; and my sin is ever before me” (Psalms 51:5). But how do I establish

the meaning of the verse: “Like a dog that returns to its vomit”? It may be established in
accordance with the opinion of Rav Huna, as Rav Huna said: When a person commits a
transgression and repeats it, it is permitted to him. The Gemara is surprised at this: Can it enter
your mind that it is permitted to him because he has sinned twice? Rather, say it becomes to
him as if it were permitted.
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