David and Batsheva
MEFARSHIM PACKET

II Shmuel Unit 4

Unit 4.1 - “You Were Feeling Strong But You Needed Proof” (Perek 11)

Political Situation (11:1)

Why are we told this now?
1. Malbim 11:1
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David sees Batsheva (11:2-5)

Was her house the highest house that she bathed on the roof?

2. Abarbanel 1:2
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Who is Eli’am?
3. Il Shmuel 23:34

_____

Who is Uriah?

4. Il Shmuel 23:39
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5. Zohar, Mishpatim 243
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6. Radak 11:3
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7. Radak 12:3
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8. Alshich, ad loc.
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David calls for Uria (11:6-13)

Why is David trying to send him home?
9. Abarbanel 11:8
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The Battlefront (11:14-16)

Why did Yoav change the command?
10. Chomas Anach 11:16
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Did it go as planned?
11. Malbim 11:16
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The Aftermath (11:18-27)

Bigger Questions

Was David Guilty?
12. Abarbanel 11:12-13
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13. Malbim 11:3
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Unit 4.2 - Aftermath (Perek 12)

Nasan'’s Parable to David (12:1-6)
14. Kol Dodi Dofek, Using the Hour

We too are living in troubled times, in days of anger and distress. We have been afflicted with violent
pogroms and have become accustomed to suffering. In the past fifteen years [1941-56] we have undergone
tortuous ordeals that are unparalleled in thousands of years of diaspora, degradation, and destruction. This
chapter of suffering did not end with the establishment of the State of Israel. To this day the State is still in a
condition of crisis and danger, and we all fear for its future. We ate all eye - witnesses to the tising star of the
iniquitous and to the corruption of international law by the Western nations out of indifference to the
principles of justice and fairness. All try to curry favor with our enemies and bow and scrape before them
with false humility and shameful hypoctisy. All are concerned with the welfare of our enemies, and remain
indifferent to the suffering Jewish State (much like the rich man who stole the lamb of his poor, powetless,
and uninfluential neighbor [II Samuel 12:1-6]).

Besides setting David up, what is this story adding to the story that we don’t know
already?
15. Metfzudos 12:1
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16. Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 520
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Rava said: Initially, the verse called the evil inclination a traveler coming from afar. Subsequently,
the verse calls it a guest, as one welcomes it. Ultimately, the verse calls it man, indicating
significance, as it became the homeowner. As it is stated in the parable of the poor man’s lamb that
Nathan the prophet said to David: “And there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was reluctant
to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to prepare for the guest” (II Samuel 12:4). And it is
written in the same verse: “And he took the poor man’s lamb, and prepared it for the man that was

come to him.” In other words, the evil inclination that began as a traveler gradually rose in
prominence.

17. Abarbanel, ad loc.
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Why should he pay 4 times for the lamb?
18. Malbim 12:6
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19. Shmos 21:37
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When a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for
the ox, and four sheep for the sheep.

20. Rashi 12:6
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What does the word ‘Chamal’ mean in this context?
21. 1 Shmuel 15:3
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Now go, attack Amalek, and proscribe all that belongs to him. Spare no one, but kill alike men and
women, infants and sucklings, oxen and sheep, camels and asses!”



22. | Shmuel 15:9
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but Saul and the troops spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the second-born, the lambs,
and all else that was of value. They would not proscribe them; they proscribed only what was cheap
and worthless.

23. 1Shmuel 15:15
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Saul answered, “They were brought from the Amalekites, for the troops spared the choicest of the sheep
and oxen for sacrificing to the LORD your God. And we proscribed the rest.”
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The Application of the Story (12:7-9)

What does it mean to create bizayon for H’?
24. Metzudos 12:12
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25. Chida 12:9
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The Punishment (12:10-12)

What does it mean that the sword won’t leave his home forever?
26. Metzudos 12:11
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What will be this evil from his house?
27. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 7b
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Regarding the opening phrase of the psalm, which serves as its title, the Gemara
wonders: It is said: “A Psalm of David, when fleeing his son, Absalom.” A Psalm of
David? It should have said: A lament of David.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Avishalom said a parable: To what is this similar? It is similar to a
person about whom a promissory note was issued stating that he must repay a debt to



the lender. Before he repaid it, he was despondent, worried how he will manage to
repay the debt. After he repaid it, he was glad.
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So too was the case with David. When the Holy One, Blessed be He, told him,through
Natan the prophet, after the incident with Bathsheba, “Behold, I will raise up evil
against you from your house” (u samuel 12:11), David was despondent. He said: Perhaps it
will be a slave or a mamzer who will rise up in my house, a person of such lowly status,
who will have no pity on me. But once David saw that Absalom was the one through
whom the prophecy was to be fulfilled, he rejoiced,as he was certain that Absalom
would show him mercy. That is why David said a psalm, not a lament, thanking God for
punishing him in the least severe manner possible.

What about H’s plan and Avshalom’s decisions?
28. Radak 12:11
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Begging Forgiveness (12:13-14)
What does it mean he is forgiven when this happens to him?
29. Ralbag 12
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When it came to Shaul, he lost his kingship. Why is David spared?
30. Malbim 12:13
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The Sick Child (12:15-23)
What was the argument? Why did he not allow himself to be raised. Why did they want to
raise him?

31. Rodak 12:16
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32. Malbim 12:21
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Birth of Shlomo (12:24-25)
33. Radak 12:24
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Conquest of Amon (12:26-31)

Why the torture?
Ralbag 12:31
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