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Rabbeinu Chananel ben Chushiel was from Tunisia, and was a student of one of the last Geonim (R’ Hai Gaon). He is best
known for his commentary on the Gemara, usually printed on the page of the Gemara (on the sides of Rashi or Tosafot). He
was the rebbe of the Rif. He was a successful businessman and left behind 9 daughters.

Rabbi Avraham Danzig
1748-1820

Rabbi Avraham Danzig is best known for writing the Chayei Adam, a book on the laws of Orach Chaim, divided into 224

sections, 69 on daily conduct and tefilla, and 155 on Shabbat and Yom Tov. The book was written for the layman and is readily
accessible. His parallel work, Nishmat Adam, discusses the halakhic issues in greater depth. His ruling are constantly quoted
by the Mishna Berura. Even Rav Chaim Volozhin, who opposed works that were halakhic summaries, wrote a haskama for the
Chayei Adam (as long as it cross-referenced the Shulchan Arukh for further study). He also wrote the Chochmat Adam on the
sections of Yoreh De’ah (as well as Even Ha’ezer and Choshen Mishpat). He also authored Tefillah Zakah, the prayer receited
before Kol Nidrei in many Kehillot. He lived in Danzig, Poland (the source of his name) and was a talmid of Rav Yechezkel
Landau (the Noda Bihuda) and he later served as a dayan in Vilna.



