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PROBLEMS OF THE DIASPORA IN THE

PRt 182 FUNDAMENTALS OF JUDAISM
By Dr. Davip Horyman Yhe "> : b e 6 NS 8 pon
C vague. The Hebrew ¢ « uld oo e
pot S oM e
LY 39 e IThe interpretation of Maimonides, founded on the Tablmud
According to the Shulchan Aruch the support of a necdy Jew nd entirely unce ‘,‘ sed, & cortalaly fhe Correct 0na. R
is a low. Ch‘lril'\’ for the needy “Akkum.” while considered a re: ,rvl». u '?l,v Akk ‘v the \:I;. e ordere l that zP(".',:'.
moral obligation, iz urged on the basis of Y22 Y277 as a means }' “'\,“J o “.(, ',’_ ‘1'.'.'1. .,'.'.' .‘.',',' " ‘. ',“‘| _‘”' ‘”.,,' ._
of maintaining peaceful relations with the non-Jewish world, I, to all and ,v‘l l\ \- . s 1 }T‘-,..‘“,. ‘. o 1; '
This qualified motivation has become the target of widespread ; cther: "The w ‘ of the Toml . . Jovely ways and all
and indignant criticism. One of the critics, the (rankly prejudiced ath

Justus, voiced his opposition as follows: ‘““Fhe tendency under-
lying these rules is to create the belief in the “Akkum" (Christ-
ians) that they have good friends in the Jews.”

This materialistic concept is pure nonsense; perhaps it is an
outgrowth of wishful thinking., That it is utterly unfounded is
substantiated by the oldest source of this rule, the Mishna in
Gittin (59 a): “The following rules were inaugurated because
of SV T ¢ the release of game, birds or fish from
a trap set by another person is considered robbery; objects found
by u deaf-mute, mentally deficient or minor (including Jews)
must not be forcibly seized; | . impoverisbed heathens must
not be restrained from collecting the gleanings, forgotten sheaves
and the fruit left for the poor at the edge of the fields—all this
‘for the sake of peace.” cision

On the basis of this Mishna it is difficult to see how any ob- The Jewish relighon aw empowers the Jewish poor to dee
server can side with Justus' interpretation, Are we to refrain
from robhing the deaf-mute and the mentally deficient in order
to appear as their good friends? Are we to support afflicted
heathens merely to appear benevolent and generous in their cyes?
Is this the meaning of “peace?”




not enter a relationship by marriage with a person who is cruel,
hating society and refusing to contribute to the welfure of his
nelghbor,”” For, it must be nssumed that he is o descendant of
the metciless Gibeonites (Sam. II, 21), The commentary “Beth
Samuel” (Yebamoth go a) elaborates on this rule: "Three signs
distinguish the Jew: modesty, mercy and charitableness; one
must refrain to associate (in marringe) with any Jew who lacks
these qualities.”

Orach Chalm 400, 4 prescribes: “During the final duys of
Passover one does not recite the entive Hallel,” Ture Zahab
(Megilla 10 b; Sanh, 30 b) comments as follows: “On the sev-
enth diy of Passover the Egyptians drowned in the Red Sea, And
God said: “My creatures drown in the sea, and you could sing
o wong of praise?” In his “Beth Joseph,” R. Joseph Curo, the
author of the Shulchan Aruch, comments in the words of the
Midrash: “One does not say the whole Hallel, for the Kgyptians
drowned in the sen, and it says: “Do not rejoice when your
enemy falls,”

How then s it possible Tor this Shulchan Aruch which insists
on & cortain demonstration of mourning for our drowned enemies
to Include the following reference In Choshen Mighpat (425, )¢
“One s not obliged to rescue an “Akkum' or a Jewish shepherd
of small cattle from drowning?" The Baer hiu-Golah proves con-
vincingly that this steange ruling applied solely to ancient Pales-
tine, to heathens and not o Cheistiuns, Yet, the viddle remalns,
We are expected to mourn the death of a naton certainly not
u Chrlstian people—that indulged In cruel persecution of our
forefuthers, How s this attitude compatible with the rullng of
the Chosen Mishpat? Are we on the teadl of a Dagrant contradie.
tion In the Shulchan Aruch?

Our [ntroductory anulysis of B 297 may help to
solve the riddle. Talmud and Sh, A, prohibit “gratis-donations”
(%31) to the “"Akkum." A number of commentuators object by
pointing to the aforesmentioned obligation to support the needy
UAkkum' 8y 2297 e, Both sides may be reconciled by
a definition of the type of "donation" referred to in the above
statement, It is the motive that counts, Herod (in whose cra
this Pharisean rule probably originated) squandered Jewigh prop-
erty by making princely “donations” to the heathens in order
to gain their favor and create a HerodJegond, This sort of
“gratis-donation” I Justly frowned upon, The practice of bene-

volence and charity, the promotion of happiness and peace —
including the heathen world—can certainly not be considered as
“gratis-donations"”; the ethical man i richly rewarded by the
good which he has created.

“The world is supported by three pillars: truth, justice and
peace™ (Pirke Aboth 1.) The first two motives could be used
45 & basis for the prohibition to support the “Akkum™ who abuses
truth by idolatry and violates justice by brutal force, Fortu-
nately, the world is also supported by a third pillar, When-
ever “truth” bhurts and “justice” condemns, smiling “peace’ in-
tervenes and calls for mercy and kindness!

John Stuart Mill once said that “from a materialistic view-
point it would appear that a drowning man is worth saving only
if he produces more than he comsumes.” The talmudic law is
not a materialistic law. Admittedly, according to the strict law,

hostile towards the human sockety. The principle of She 299
changes all this. It is substantiated by a logical conclusion “de
minore ad majus™: if it is true that one must be charilable tow-
ards the most depraved idol-worshipper ST *271 B2, how,

much more pressing is the obligation, on the same ground, to
save his lile.

In this way the Talmudic Y% *2%7 - rulings act as a
mitigating force against the strict treatment of the Palestinian
heathens required by the Torah-law. Following the example of
the Prophet Jeremiah who admonished his exiled brothers: “ad-
vance the weliare of the cty to which you have been exiled,”
the Sages of the Talmud have established rules promating peace
between Israel and the nations. “However fSercely they fought
against me . . . | was always peaceful: T am the personified

peace.”

one is not obliged to save a man who blasphemes

God and is

- e s

17. Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind, Rabbi Aharon Soloveichik: Jew and Jew, Jew and Non-Jew

Ut PIOIUIIOIL 1O SIAL DOL..DEAr any grudage against the Chi[‘
dren of your people.” Is that in accordance with logic? Can w-
explain, on the basis of logic of the mind, this prohibition agaj :
bearing a grudge against a person who has abused, mistreated ar:,s‘;
humiliated us? From the point of view of logic of the mind, if

person abuses me, if he humiliates me, then I should bear a gr.ud :
against that person. But the Torah, in molding ths pattern of o?u
beh‘avior in relation to our fellow Jews, imposes upon us the obli-
gation of being motivated by logic of the heart; and this logic is so
often repugnant 1o logic of the mind. From the standpoint of logic
of the mind, it is perhaps absurd not to bear a grudgze against those
wh9 hn':miliate us and mistreat us and abuse us, but this is the
obligation that is imposed upon us by the Torah with regard to

fellow Jews.

This, however, does not apply to one who is not a member of
h people. With respect to our relationship with non-Jews,
the pattern is based upon logic of the mind. Consequently, there is
;10 basis in sn':ch arelationship for the commandment of “you shall
Ig:: )211;' nelghbor. as yourself,” which has reference to emotional
hiee- fove that is blind, love that is not conditioned upon the
Tits of the person loved. Emotional love does not take cogni-
O;hﬂl‘lse person loved. “Love covers
. This is the concept of ahavas Yis-
;;::i Lze olf I§me! must be applied towards all gews indiscrimi-
s e};s religious or non-observant, gentle or rude, pleasant or
pleasant, respectful or abusive, It is inconsistent with all rules of
eone in the way that I love myself.
is it possible to rezlize a love of

the Jewis|

zance of_lhe merits or failings
all inequities™ (Proverbs 10:12)

logic of the mind to love
- som
9nly with logic of the heart
V'ahavia I'reiacha kamocha.”

ind love towards non-Jews would be suicidal for the Jews
BI;;:;eS- That has always been true and there has never been
to: “In every generation they set forth o destroy us

tion . .
$5: f;:ef;.;ly One Blessed be He rescued us from their hand

wf Bacacrhl



How can this be reconciled with the concept that is impuicit i
the Mishnah of “al tischaber I'rasha” — do not associate ‘_mh one
who is sinful, have nothing to do with him? The answer 1$ that a
distinction is to be made between friendship and fellowship. :

Many non-Jews and, unfortunately, many Jews have rabnc‘ate
a notion that the Torah shebaal peh, the Talmud, has no cc_ansnd:.r-
ation, no compassion, for non-Jews. They seek 10 suhst::::a;e. tl r::
charge by citing the numerous laws which werc]e::c Y
Sages for the purpose of isolating Jews fr?m non-Jews. okl

It cannot be denied that our Sages dnd'ennct nun_l:nl)ing i
nances designed to establish safeguards against comming

Avos D'Rebbe Nasan explains that this commandment obliges
one to bear love — the blind, emotional love to which we have
referred — for all Jews — even the Yisrael mumar, even the Jew
yvho has become an idolator (see also Ramah on Sanhedrin 52b); it
is to be applied indiscriminately. How can the halachah on one
hand declérc.that blind, emotional love is to be entertained towards
all Jew§ indiscriminately, and on the other establish safeguards,
the obvious purpose of which is to prevent asseciation with non-
observant Jew.s'?h'l‘he answer lies in the distinction to be drawn
between association in friendship and association in fellowship.

Assocu-x.n?n in friendship means living together, helping one
another, guiding, comforting, encouraging one znother. In contra-

non-Jews. Our Sages, for example, forbade partaking of non-Jey,.
ish wine and that applies not only to the wine of the pagan, j;
applies even to the wine otj the Gentiles of_ today who are pg
pagans. The reason for this is that the partaking of the wine of a
non-Jew makes for associations conducive to intermarriage. And
there are numerous other such ordinances, the purpose of which is
to establish safeguards against commingling of Jews with nop.
Jews.

Thus, it is useless and absurd to deny the allegation that our
Sages endeavored to establish a fence between Jews and non-
Jews, for it is true that they did so. And if it were not for these
safeguards by our Sages, the Jewish people wculd not have sur-
vived. But not only did our Sages provide safeguards against close
association with non-Jews, they established safeguards against
close association with non-observant Jews. Thus, the Rambam in
his Commentary on the Mishnah explains that the halachah of
tumas am haaretz (that delinquent Jews are ritvally impure) was
also enacted not so much because of the laxity thzt prevailed among
the non-observant Jews at the time of Chazal es regards taharah
and tumah, but primarily in order to prevent the association of
chaverim with ammei haaretz, the non-observant Jews. How can

that be reconciled with the concept of “you shall love your neigh-
bor as yourself; I am God™?

distinction to this type of relationship, association in fellowship
o not necessarily inveclve deep concern for the welfare of the
i n with whom one shares fellowship. Association in fellowship
erszs joining with each other in intimate facets of life; it means
n;:;ingj together, drinking together, seeking pleasure xoggrher. In
Ix’naners of friendship, the Torah does not want any separation. Tl']le
Torah indeed condemns and bans such separation, and not Jor:v y
with regard to non-observant Jews but with respect to x}on~ eNs
also and even with respect to the akum, the pagan non- ews.II 'Z
discrimination in friendship is to be applied toward g\e paga?bi";n
set forth in the Mishnah (Gittin 5:8) as well as the - em.arizh (e
61a) that just as we are obligated to support and mal'n::;z i poor
among the Jews, we are cbligated to sup'pon and ma;rnrt e m;:m
among the pagan. Just as we are required to comfo = wé
those who are overtaken by sorrow, among the Jews, soov il
obligated to comfort and encourage the Ragans who area m—
by grief. We are not allowed even to hinder adpt;or ffclfl i
gathering the gleanings, thedforg_ou.cn :l::la:;i :nn :o:z g
of the Jews. Any act of iscn_ml_na L
constitutes a violation of the principle of darkez..r om (ways 2
ich is a fundamental tenet of direct Sc.n?tural derivatio
?:322;':;,.:2)0?;;1& than Rabbinic cna.cuneqt (mid’rabbanan). 2
There are no limits upon friendship. l.tanlsi ::e;x:cg er;zc;c;l;arv}:’l =
ere are no limits upon assock hip

fll;lll:og?eln['gm Jews. As hiso previouils);ltfaﬁeilsx :‘:)et,e(:jénz‘e’em‘:ti:‘ac}; :}:

g3 eighbor as you ensive
aﬁgu:v}lﬁ Iloc‘:.y;:uirsnxogbe applied, without discrimination, to all
Jewsléu( when we consider t::l associaltli::
i i ether, drinking together, : .
:ltoins ozfngll;);nfn::tscr. Then association of any sort in ;:gg‘\:zﬁg
with non-Jews is prohibited. Any sort of association in e
with non-Jews is conducive to imer_mamage. Do we no e

today on the campuses of the various colleges througi

United States?

in fellowship, associa-
feasting together, then

- (7°n2 2n0n) R"LHW PUApIa 0"an .18

"A customer of mine is not a Yid. Her son was in a serious accident. She is religiously inclined and asked me to "please pray for him".
What is the right hashkafa and the right thing to do? What am | allowed to tell her? Also, they were raising money for him on a fund-
raising website. | gave because | thought it was good for retaining the account. What is the halacha for giving "tzedaka" to a goy for
business? What is the mehalach for collections that are common at this time of year at shopping centers? R'Y. Berkovits 1. You are
allowed to daven for a Goy. If it’s a customer that you care about, and you feel their pain, what’s wrong with saying a tefillah,
especially if they asked you to. Hashkafically, it is correct to feel for a Goyish acquaintance, and not be indifferent to their pain. Don’t
get close to them, but certainly feel for them. It’s not any less than 1'wyn 73 7y 1"annI. 2.You are allowed to give ‘charity’ to goyim
for business purposes. 3. If everyone gives, than Yidden should too ni7w DT 19n

o See Extensively the chapter Halachic Morality by Rabbi Solovetichik on Charity



