Cucumbers and History

1. Bamidbar 11:1-10

Y7, 000NNND OYN M N 1 And the people were as murmurers, speaking evil in the ears of the LORD; and
S9N N2, YY) ;N I when the LORD heard it, His anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt
N¥P2DIONM) ,’N YUK D2-IY2IM among them, and devoured in the uttermost part of the camp.
.MNHN

229721 ; NYN-On , 0N PYSN 2 2 And the people cried unto Moses; and Moses prayed unto the LORD, and the
NN YRV, N-ON YD fire abated.

,NIND DIPRD-DY NP 2 3 And the name of that place was called Taberah, because the fire of the LORD
CNVN,DI NWI-D MWD burnt among them.

NNNND 1272 TN GDIORD) 7 4 And the mixed multitude that was among them fell a lusting; and the children
)32 D) ,302732YN ;MNP of Israel also wept on their part, and said: 'Would that we were given flesh to
A2 NN M NN ORI eat!

DONI-IYUN,MTD-NN, MDY N 5 We remember the fish, which we were wont to eat in Egypt for nought; the
,DORYPD NN ; DN, 018N cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic;
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=25 PN,NY DY NHYY I 6 but now our soul is dried away; there is nothing at all; we have nought save
APYPY NIN-JN NI this manna to look to.'--

) 5 NN T-¥71D ,190) ¢ 7 Now the manna was like coriander seed, and the appearance thereof as the
.N2TAN PYD appearance of bdellium.

NNV P DYDY N 8 The people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in
DY ,NDTH 10T IN, 02N mortars, and seethed it in pots, and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was as
MY ; DY NN WYY 77722 the taste of a cake baked with oil.
VYN TY7 DYLI Ny

,N27 ,MNRD-2Y SV NTIP © 9 And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.--
D2y 0 TR

1722 ,0yN-NNX DY YyRY? * 10 And Moses heard the people weeping, family by family, every man at the door
; OIN NN WIN--PNNAYNY of his tent; and the anger of the LORD was kindled greatly; and Moses was
YN OPYD,TRY "N GN-IDN  displeased.

»
Who are the Asafsuf?
2. Rashi, Bamidbar 11:4 - Erev Rav
L 2 AND THE THRONG — This was the mixed multitude that had miply, 19X. qod0oXM
gathered themselves unto them when they left Egypt (the word is DNV 1I9DXIY Q0
from the root GOK, “to gather”) (Sifrei Bamidbar 86). :0MNAN DNXYA

3. Tehillim 78:10-29

227 N8N NN ;DPOR 72 ,090Y XY 10 They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in His law;
ORI YR, PDIRYAN 1PNIPPY NN R 11 And they forgot His doings, and His wondrous works that He had shown them.

JPR-NTY DI¥N PIND ;R0 NYY ,DMIAR T 2 12 Marvellous things did He in the sight of their fathers, in the land of Egypt, in
the field of Zoan.
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4. Rashi, Tehillim 78:31

13 He cleaved the sea, and caused them to pass through; and He made the
waters to stand as a heap.

14 By day also He led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire.

15 He cleaved rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink abundantly as out of
the great deep.

16 He brought streams also out of the rock, and caused waters to run down like
rivers.

17 Yet went they on still to sin against Him, to rebel against the Most High in the
desert.

18 And they tried God in their heart by asking food for their craving.

19 Yea, they spoke against God; they said: 'Can God prepare a table in the
wilderness?

20 Behold, He smote the rock, that waters gushed out, and streams overflowed;

{N}

can He give bread also? or will He provide flesh for His people?'

21 Therefore the LORD heard, and was wroth; {N}
and a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also went up against Israel;

22 Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in His salvation.
23 And He commanded the skies above, and opened the doors of heaven;

24 And He caused manna to rain upon them for food, and gave them of the corn
of heaven.

25 Man did eat the bread of the mighty; He sent them provisions to the full.

26 He caused the east wind to set forth in heaven; and by His power He brought
on the south wind.

27 He caused flesh also to rain upon them as the dust, and winged fowl as the
sand of the seas;

28 And He let it fall in the midst of their camp, round about their dwellings.

29 So they did eat, and were well filled; and He gave them that which they
craved.

30 They were not estranged from their craving, their food was yet in their
mouths,

31 When the anger of God went up against them, and slew of the lustieth among
them, {N}
and smote down the young men of Israel.
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5. Oznayim L'Torah, Bamidbar 11:4
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Don’t They Have Meat? NR 91909 193 1D TV A1A DR P
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Did they really get free food?
7. lbn Ezra, Bamidbar 11:5
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8. Ramban, Bamidbar 11:5

DYINRIY DTN TVNY MR PTAYN DPIRNA DTN 1 I 101V 295 DIN DMIRNA YIRI JYR DYV
PN DTVIRM DIRIVHI NNNIN MWNA DI ANINI DAITH 1N DAY AN PN MIININIY NTINNA

PN ATV NTIAY Y2 ML INY PIAN PN TVRI PN 129 RN 23 TRN 1270 DINNI DMV DYYNIM
PNY N2 9% ONY2 DMIR DIIAN 177 INIRDN DIWVIY ToNN T72Y HRIY? DY PV IR MPN N0 PYIIR
DM 9NN 7TIY 3NN 72T DYIN PRI MPPN 117 PYIIR 1A MITYVI MAI POIIN PP DI PM
MY nYRI 9702 MYIH TWRI DI¥N2 DNT DAY PR TR DIVP DT ToNN NINN IR DAY HY ond
V1A Y MINT YHY DPYINY NWN HY DANRNN 1N 1IN NDADRD NNYN RY HRIW? 712 NNYN DR (R) R)
(3 P1093) 91 TWRI "NYIRN

9. Shadal, ad loc.
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10. Midrashei HaTorah, page 156
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Perspectives in History
11. Six Days of War, pages 53-54 [Michael Oren]

Israel’s efforts 1o forestall a major confrontation with Syria only succeeded in

multiplying the chances for one. That same pattern would recur with another
controversy brewing that May, surrounding Israel’s Independence Day parade.

Held in various cities on a rotational basis, the 1967 parade was scheduled 1o
take place in Israeli West Jerusalem on May 15, the first time in the country’s
nineteen-year history that the Hebrew and Gregorian dates of its independence
coincided. The presence in the Holy City of so many Israeli troops, though not
technically a violation of the Armistice, sparked protests throughout the Arab
world and from Jordan in particular. The UN also objected to the parade, as did
the Western Powers, which prohibited their ambassadors from attending.

Eshkol dismissed this opposition, noting that Jordan, which in violation of
the Armistice denied Jews access to the Western Wall and the Mount of Ol-
ives, had no say in what Israel did on its own side of the city. Yet, in an effort o
limit tensions, Eshkol excised several militant lines from a poem scheduled to
be read at the event by Israeli laureate Natan Alterman, and agreed 1o refrain
from introducing heavy weapons into Jerusalem.?” Though Rabin bristled at
these decisions, he ultimately complied. No tanks or artillery pieces would take
part in the parade.

After a period of dissonance in their reactions to the Syrian threat, the
prime minister and his chief of staff had together avoided a minor crisis in
Jerusalem. Neither man was aware, however, of the degree to which that avoid-
ance would wigger a far vaster, bloodier, upheaval.
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more than a mere exchange of pleasantries. In portentous terms, the Soviet
leaders informed Sadat of an imminent Israeli invasion of Syria aimed at top-
pling the Ba’th. Though the Kremlin had already given a stern warning to the
Israeli ambassador, between ten and twelve brigades were now massed on the
Syrian border, ready to advance sometime between May 16 and 22. Podogorny
told him, *You must not be taken by surprise, the coming days will be fateful,”
and “Syria is facing a difficult situation and we will help Syria in that situatdon.”
To substantiate their information, the Soviets cited the absence of tanks and
artillery from the impending Independence Day parade in Jerusalem—con-
crete evidence, they claimed, that the weapons had been moved up north.”®

What did they Really Want?
12. Rashi, Bamidbar 11:5
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13. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 75a
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14. Emes L'Yaakov, ad loc.
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15. Emes L'Yaakov, Bereishis 13:10
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". ‘ Why do the Elders Help?
16. Rashi, Bamidbar 11:16
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17. Oznayim L'Torah, Bamidbar 11:16
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