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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (Reflections of the Rav, vol 1 pp. 14-15)

The Divine name E/obin denotes that God is the Creator of the World. Semantically, it connotes
omnipotence, ba'al hakochot, the source of infinite energy and power, the original architect and

engineer. Elohim however, does not indicate an ongoing relationship of God with His creation. In
the first chapter of Genesis, where only Elobim is employed, Adam and Eve are listed only

incidentally. They are called zakbar unekevah, male and female instead of Adam and Eve. They are
simply part of the general creation of inanimate and animate matter. The second chapter however,
deals with a created, already complete world, when it became necessary that He sustain the world in
continued existence and that he manifest a concern in man, the apex of creation. This is conveyed
by the name Havayah, which signifies His continued association with the world.

Elobim tells us that God is the Creator, but we are still uninformed about the relationship of God to
the creation after its emergence. What happened thereafter? . . . Elohim signifies Creator and builder;

Havayah signifies a continued association.

Rabbi Moshe Eisemann (Beginnings, p. 12
The missing 2D) points to just this element of uncertainty. ... WWRA2, In the beginning of ... In the

beginning of what? There is no way of telling. The “what” is shrouded in mystery. It is only we who

will decide. Let us determine where we ought to be heading.



