Course Materials

Issues in Contemporary Beth Din Practice

Sunday, October 14,2012; 9:15—-11:15 am
Beis Medrash of Bergenfield
371 South Prospect Avenue, Bergenfield, New Jersey
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Enhancing Jewish Life



Schedule

9:15am The Din Torah Process - Rabbi Shlomo Weissmann

9:35am The Prohibition of Litigating In Secular Court - Rabbi Dani Rapp

10:10am  The Role of Secular Law in the Din Torah Process - Rabbi Yona Reiss

10:50am  Q&A: Practical Issues that Arise in Beth Din - Rabbi Shlomo Weissmann and Ilana Blass

Presenters

Ilana Blass, Esq. is the Administrative Attorney at the Beth Din of America, where she serves as the
primary manager of the commercial and matrimonial din torah (arbitration) caseload of the Beth Din. She
also plays a role in the Beth Din’s handling of contested getr (Jewish divorce) matters. Ms. Blass
graduated the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law in 2003 where she was a member of the Cardozo Law
Review. Following graduation, Ms. Blass was an associate at the law firms of Debevoise and Plimpton
and Mandel, Katz & Brosnan.

Rabbi Dani Rapp is a graduate of Columbia Law School, and currently serves as Associate Dean of
Judaic Studies at Yeshiva University. He is a Yadin Yadin musmach (advanced ordination) of the Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary of Yeshiva University, and frequently sits as a dayan (arbitrator) at
arbitration proceedings before the Beth Din of America.

Rabbi Yona Reiss is the Dean of the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS) at Yeshiva
University. He is a Yadin Yadin musmach (advanced ordination) of RIETS and an attorney who was an
associate for six years at the international law firm of Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton. He is a
graduate of Yale Law School, where he served as senior editor of the Yale Law Journal. He currently
serves on the editorial board of Tradition magazine, and has published articles in the Wall Street Journal
and the New York Law Journal. Prior to becoming the Dean of RIETS, Rabbi Reiss served as Director of
the Beth Din of America.

Rabbi Shlomo Weissmann is a graduate of Columbia Law School, and practiced law for a number of
years at Debevoise and Plimpton LLP, Day Pitney LLP and Kelley Drye LLP. He received his rabbinic
ordination at RIETS in 2001. Since 2008, he has served as the Director of the Beth Din of America.
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1. Please briefly describe the nature of the claim including pertinent
details on a separately typed page.

2. Please make sure to include any supporting documentation (e.g.,
agreement, contract, pramissory nate, relevant correspondence)
Please include three {3) copies of the claim letter and supporting
documentation. Please note that Beth Bin of America policy
is to forward copies of the claim letter and supporting
documentation to all litigants.

3. A $100 filing fee must be enclosed with this application,
or may be paid in person or by phone via credit card. In the
event that the Beth Din of Anerica decides not ta send out
a hazmana or 10 take any other action in this case, the filing
fee will be returngd,

Please mail your application form {including all supporting docu-
meantation} together with a check for tha filing fee made out to
the Beih Din of America to: Beth Din of America, 305 Seventh
Avenue, 12th Floor, New York NY 10001,

The Rules and Procedures of the Beth Oin can he accessed onling
at www.bethdin.org. A hard capy of the Rules and Procedures
can be obtained upon request.
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August 13, 2012

Via Certified Mail and Regular Mail
Goldberg Payment Systems, Inc.

300 Broadway, Suite 1200
New York, New York 106007
Attention: Richard Goldberg

Dear Mr. Goldberg:

We have been contacted by Sheldon Cohen, on behalf of Make Me A Deal, Inc., with an address at 515 Fifth
Avenue, New York, New York 10036, who requested that we summon you, on behalf of Goldberg Payment
Systems, Inc., to a din torah concerning money allegedly owed relating to the purchase of credit card processing
equipment. A copy of the claim letter is enclosed. The Beth Din may share your response to this summons with Mr.
Cohen.

We ask you to respond to this summons no later than August 28, 2012. The Rules and Procedures of the Beth Din
of America are available online at www.bethdin.org.

Should you have any questions regarding the Beth Din process, please feel free to contact us at 212-807-9042.

cc: Sheldon Cohen

305 Seventh Avenue, 12th Floor ® New York, NY 16001-6008 © 212.807.9042 tel * 212.807.9183 fax © info@bethdin.org ® www.bethdin.crg
Affliated with the Rabbinica) Council of America | Sponsared by the Union of Grthodox Jewish Congregations of America | incorporated as Beth Bin of the United States of America



August 7, 2012

To the Beth Din of America:

Richard Goldberg of Goldberg Payment Systems told me he would sell me some
credit card machines for $15,000. Then he delivered them, but they don’t work.
And then he sent me a bill for $21,000. | told him | won’t pay him a nickel for his
broken machines. Then he took me to court! Please summon him to your

rabbinical court.

Thank you.

Sheldon Cohen
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November 1, 2012

Via Regular Mail, Certified Mail and Email

Goldberg Payment Systems, Inc.
300 Broadway, Suite 1200

New York, New York 10007
Attention: Richard Goldberg

Make Me A Deal, Inc.

515 Fifth Avenue

New York, New York 10036
Attention: Sheldon Cohen

Dear Mr. Goldberg and Mr. Cohen:
Pursuant to our letter of October 15, 2012, which gave warning of the issuance of a contempt order
against Richard Goldberg, on behalf of Goldberg Payment Systems, Inc., the Beth Din of America has

now issued a Shtar Seruv (contempt order) against Richard Goldberg, on behalf of Goldberg Payment
Systems, Inc., for his failure to submit to beit din. A copy of the Shtar Seruv declaration is enclosed.

Sincerely.

Rabbi Shiolo Weissmann
Director

305 Seventh Avenus, 12th Floor ® New York, NY 10001-6008 © 212.807.9042 tel » 212.807.9183 fax ® info@bethdin.org ® www.bathdin.org
Affitiated with the Rabbinical Council of America | Sponscred by the Union of Grthodox Jewish Congregations of America | incorporated as Bath Bin of the United States of America
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Sample Arbitration Provision

The following is a sample clause that can be included in a contract between two parties:

“Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this contract, or the breach thereof, shall be
settled by arbitration by the Beth Din of America, Inc. currently located at 305 Seventh Avenue,
New York, New York, in accordance with the Rules and Procedures of the Beth Din of America, and
judgment upon the award rendered by the Beth Din of America may be entered in any court having

jurisdiction thereof.”



