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It seems to me that in gerus,” both in the process and in the
outcome, there exist two elements that are to some extent parMo
some extent complementary, and to some extent contradictory. On
the one hand, gerwi ts groundedin a profound revolution. In its ideal

form, its root, is a longing for holiness; its core, desire for the ein-sof,

gravitation to a sublime and exalted cthic, steiving for 3 world wholly
good and wholly true. “David called himself a ger, as it is said:* ‘'l am
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However, these are only

consequences; it behooves us to understand and grasp the concept

This principle finds expression in a simple, yet lamous, hala- itself, inits literal context. The ger returns to the source, penetrating
Lhah: “Agerislike a newborn babe ™ We customarily associate this the secrets of ontqlomcaj reality, and, while standing on the threshold

9( a . : the mystery of existence and is invojved
In a superior creation: he is bor t once
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However, there is yet a second aspect to gerut: objective, formal,

communal. Il the ger is, on the one hand, a partner in the dialogue
cominuna

tuking place in the depths of his soul, he, on the other hand,
simultancously becomes the subject of public assessment, participat-
ing - albeit, to be sure, not in an emotional vacuum—in a crystallized
ceremony. Here, the emphasis is not upon process, including all the
adventures and the apprehension implied in the word, but rather on

procedure. To his knocking on the door, he hears the response; Let
us_presume that_your spiritual pilgrimage has prepared you suffi-
ciently Tor ger, but if you want to realize it, you must still follow
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The potential ger
appears on society's rostrum and presents himself as a candidate for
citizenship in “the kingdom of priests and the holy nation,” knocking
not only on Heaven's door but also on the gates of Keneset Yisraél,
the Jewish people. He is not content with being brought by the Xing

degree. The legal aspect of gerut and the attachment to Keneset
Yisrael involved in it are not solely an issue of a seal of approval.
Keneset Yisrael does not merely mediate between the ger and the
Almighty. She is a participant and not just a broker; a_concerned
party and not just an agent of God. In the encounter of the | and
Thou that is established through gerur, the ger meets two Thou's: The
Lord of the Universe, and his nation, Isracl. Not, God Torbid, the
latter alone. such an attitude borders on idolatry. Surely, he con-
fronts Keneset Yisrael solely in the light of its being “holy unto God,
the first of His harvest.” In this context, however, there is a very real
encounter.
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The ger s eager 1o soar—and three judges
clip_his wings, subjecting him to their examination.> In candor, we
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The fundamental point here is that it way Avraha instructed
the nation, enlightening them and informing them of the true fajth, and of
God's unity and singularity. It was he who repudiated idol worship and
violated its worship, nulifying it. bringing many to accept God. teaching and
instructing them, commanding his sons and future descendants after him to
remain faithful to the Way of God, as it says in the Torah: *For | know him,
that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the Lord. . . Therefore all who embrace Judaism until the end
of all generations, and all who profess the unity of the Lord’s Name as is
directed in the Torah, are like the pupils of Avraham of Blessed Memory and
are members of his household, all of them; it was he who brought them to this
positive juncture, and. as he did to the members of his own generation with his
skills of oratory and pedagoguery, so he has reclaimed all those who would
convert in the future. through the testament he left his children and his

descendants. The result is that Avraham our forefather was the father of his
legitimate progeny who ¢ path forged by him, and he, too. is father to

mvcua.
———
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And if you do not change (the wording), there is no loss at all, for after having
entered the Jewish fraternity and accepted Judaism, is_no difference
between you and us, and all the miracles that wer mthf»&l?cmr\;m
us and for you. This is lsaiah's inténtion in the verse:™ “Neither 121 the son of
the stranger, that has joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying, 'The Lord has

surely separated me from his people. . .

- There is no distincti i i
between you and us in any respect, s fhetion or incongruity

-
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Maimouides, in Laws of Farbidden Intercourse 15117, states: “'A convert who cess of conversion that would require the presence of a court. Rather, acceptance of
was not examined or who was not informed about the commandnients and the the conmmandments is a_definin the conversion process that must be
undergone for the sake of fulfilling the commandments. Therefore, it we know thar

N

punishments [for transgressing them), but was circumcised and imme sed in the
presence of three laymen, is deemed a fvalid) convert.”” 1 once heard from my luther
and master [R. Moses Soloveitchik] of blessed memory, that Maimonides dues not
mean 1o say that a person who converted with the intention of not observing the
commandiments s deemed a valid convert, Such a notion would subvert the entire
concept of conversion and the holiness of Israel, which exhausts iisell in our obliga-

tion 10 fullill God's commandments. Maimonides' position is that the acceptance of
13, unlike immenion, docs not constitute a distinct act in the pro-

the con

the convert, at the time of immersion, 1s willing 10 accept the yoke of the command-
wents, the inmersion elfects conversion even though there was no spedial act of
informing the convert about the commandments and his consenting to fulfiltthem,
since the convert intends to live the holy life of an observant Jew. 1t would appein,
however, that the view of the Tosafot, cited eatlicr, is that the amv
commandments is a distinct element in the conversion process and, consequently,
that the law necessitating the pre outt's prosence at the
nly this act of acceptance—and not immetsion — requirtes the

act O acc we.

presence of the court,
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an experience ol belonging are indissoluble and indivisible. The
covenant_at Sinai consummated the covenant in Egypt. Destiny
attached itsell 1o Tate; Goth Gecame one distinct covenantal unit, 1t is
mipossible 1o formulate a world-view that opposes the unity of the

prople of lovingkindness and the holy nation; that which belongs
wgether cannot be sundered. A Jew who participates in his people's
suflering and fate but_does not bind Timsell o its dcw
expresses isell 1 a life of Torah and mitzvor, violates a fundamenal
principle of Judaism and impairs his own singularity. Conversely,a
lf_\:'ﬂwhu does not grieve over the afllictions orhig_p_gt_)glc;lzpﬂt__'@b

rimself from the jewish fate, desecrates the holiness ot

———

10_sepax:
Israel, even if he observes the commandments.
Therclore, a Gentile who comes to attach himself 10 the Jewish
community must accept upon himself the yoke of both covenants.
He must enter into the magic circle of Jewish fate and, in a spirit of
holiness, dedicate himself 10 Jewish destiny. Conversion consists in
person’s joining himself to both the people formed by the covenam
in Egypt and the holy nation formed by the covenant at Sinai. Take
heed ol a fundamental principle: There can be no partial conver-
sion, and one cannot relinquish even the slightest iota of either ol
the two covenants. The devotion to Keneset Israel, both as a people
whom God, with a strong hand, took unto Himself in Egypt, u
people with its own history, suflering, sense of mutual responsibility,
and commitment to deeds of murtual aid, and as a holy nation, com-
mitted, heart and soul, to the God of Israel and 1o His ethico-
halakhic demands—this dual yet unified devotion is the most basic
foundation of Judaism and the most fundamental [eature of under
g:;llgi(‘)nv(‘.l'sl()”r —"




