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Living a Connected Life:

The Secret to counting the Omer

This shiur is kindly sponsored by:
Bemard & Barbara Beer upon the yahrtzeit of Bernard’s mother, Anna Beer, Chana Baila bat
Rav Menachem Mendel Halevi, NV

Moishe & Paula Weinstein upon the yahrtzeit of Paula’s father, Mordechai Schachter,
Mordechai ben Yechiel Mechil HalLevi, NV

Counting the What?

1. Siddur
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Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe, Who sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us to count the Omer.

2. Vayikra 23:15
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And from the day on which you bring the sheaf of elevation offering—the day after the
sabbath—you shall count off seven weeks. They must be complete:
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Keri vs. Yakar

3. Vayikra 26:27

But if, despite this, you disobey Me and remain hostile to Me,

4. Devarim 25:18
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how, undeterred by fear of God, he surprised you on the march, when you were famished and
weary, and cut down all the stragglers in your rear.

5. Esther 6:13
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There Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had befallen him. His
advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is
of Jewish stock, you will not overcome him; you will fall before him to your ruin.”

6. | Shmuel 3:1
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Young Samuel was in the service of the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD
was rare; prophecy was not widespread.

7. Shmos 17:12
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But Moses’ hands grew heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while
Aaron and Hur, one on each side, supported his hands; thus his hands remained steady until the
sun set.

8. Targum Onkelos
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The Definition of Omer

9. Mishna, Shabbos 79a
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This fundamental mishna enumerates those who perform the primary categories of labor
prohibited on Shabbat, which number forty-less-one. They are grouped in accordance with
their function: One who sows, and one who plows, and one who reaps, and one who
gathers sheaves into a pile, and one who threshes, removing the kernel from the husk, and
one who winnows threshed grain in the wind, and one who selects the inedible waste from the
edible, and one who grinds, and one who sifts the flour in a sieve, and one who kneads
dough, and one who bakes. Additional primary categories of prohibited labor are the
following: One who shears wool, and one who whitens it, and one who combs the fleece
and straightens it, and one who dyes it, and one who spins the wool, and one who stretches
the threads of the warp in the loom, and one who constructs two meshes, tying the threads of
the warp to the base of the loom, and one who weaves two threads, and one who severs two
threads for constructive purposes, and one who ties a knot, and one who unties a knot, and
one who sews two stitches with a needle, as well as one who tears a fabric in order to sew
two stitches. One who traps a deer, or any living creature, and one who slaughters it, and
one who flays it, and one who salts its hide, a step in the tanning process, and one who tans
its hide, and one who smooths it, removing hairs and veins, and one who cuts it into
measured parts. One who writes two letters and one who erases in order to write two
letters. One who builds a structure, and one who dismantles it, one who extinguishes a fire,
and one who Kindles a fire. One who strikes a blow with a hammer to complete the
production process of a vessel (Rabbeinu Hananel), and one who carries out an object from
domain to domain. All these are primary categories of labor, and they number forty-less-
one.

10. Mishna Torah, Hilchos Shabbos 8:6
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One who gathers together a cake of dried figs and makes a circle from it or pierces dates and
strings them together to the point that are gathered into one body is surely [doing] a

subcategory of binding, so he is liable. And likewise anything that is similar to this.

Omer at the times of Purim
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11. Midrash Rabba 28:6
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12. Maharal, Ohr Chadash 6:11
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From the Same Starting Point
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13. Vayikra Rabba 28:3
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Connecting to the Land
14. Devarim 11:10-12
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For the land that you are about to enter and possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you

have come. There the grain you sowed had to be watered by your own labors, like a vegetable
garden;
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but the land you are about to cross into and possess, a land of hills and valleys, soaks up its water
from the rains of heaven.
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It is a land which the LORD your God looks after, on which the LORD your God always keeps
His eye, from year’s beginning to year’s end.

Connecting to Time

15. Ramban, Shmos 13:16
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