SEFER BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

THE COMPLICATED CHARACTER OF NOACH (1)
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R. Samson Rafael Hirsch (6:9)
WX, Acc to the remarks of our Sages the name ¥R is not lightly used in the 7”3N. When the word of God

calls somebody a man, he is a MAN, a proven character, a 112 P*T¥. And who had to stand the test of

firm manliness more than Noah, in the 600 years he had spent his life hitherto in the midst of changing
generations! - 777 NAMAYTand ©AN moral depravity and improbity, moral and social corruption are shown us

immediately as the character of his time, in contrast to which Noah was ?*T¥ and D21, ?*T¥against DN
and DN against T NAAWT ... YMMT], the double way of taking it . . . But surely, on the other side
even a somewhat lesser degree of morality and honesty, attained and kept in such times, weighs incomparably

heavier in God’s scales than a greater amount in any better times. It is significant that the YJ1MN72 is stressed
at 0N and not at PPN, 17 is incomparably more difficult to remain moral in immoral times than to remain honest in

dishonest times.
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