
 The Entire Tanach in a Year! 
  

Tuesdays @ 7-8:30 PM  
 
 

 

Week Title Prep. Tuesdays Teachers 

1 Introduction  
and Canon 

--- 28 October ‘08 Rabbi Shalom Morris 

2 Bereishit ch.9,17  4 November Rabbi Shaul Robinson 

3 Shemot ch.32 11 November Rabbi Shalom Morris 

4 Vayikra ch.9-10 18 November Mrs. Elana Stein Hain 

5 Bamidbar ch.14 25 November Rabbi Shaul Robinson 

6 Devarim ch.31 2 December Rabbi Shalom Morris 

7 Yehoshua .ch.7 9 December Rabbi Shaul Robinson 

8 Shoftim ch.4 16 December  Mrs. Rachel Friedman* 

9 Shmuel I ch.9,15 23 December Eitan Ben-David 

10 Shmuel II ch.12 30 December  Eitan Ben-David 
 
 

Week Title Prep. Tuesdays Teachers 

11 Historical setting, 
Intro to Melachim  

ch.1,2 6 January 2009 Mrs. Elana Stein Hain 

12 Melachim I  ch.12 13 January Mrs. Elana Stein Hain 

13 Melachim II ch.11,25 20 January Mrs. Elana Stein Hain 

14 Yishaya ch.6 27 January Eitan Ben-David 

15 Yirimiyahu ch.29 3 February Mrs. Lisa Schlaff* 

16 Yechezkel ch.37 10 February Rabbi Nathaniel Helfgot* 

17 Trei Asar  ch.1 17 February Rabbi Menachem Leibtag* 

18 Eichah ch.1 24 February Mrs. Sarah Robinson 

19 Esther  ch.1,6 3 March Mrs. Elana Stein Hain 

-- --- --- 10 March:No Class ----- 

20 Ruth ch.1 17 March Mrs. Sarah Robinson 

21 Kohelet   ch.1,3 24 March Mrs. Elana Stein Hain 

22 Shir HaShirim  ch.1,2 31 March Eitan Ben-David 
 

 

Week Title Prep. Tuesdays Teachers 

-- --- --- 7 April: No class ----- 

-- --- --- 14 April: No class ----- 

-- --- --- 21 April: No class ----- 

-- --- --- 28 April: No class ----- 

23 Tehillim  ch.1,8 5 May Rabbi Menachem Leibtag* 

24 Mishlei  ch.1 12 May Rabbi Shaul Robinson 

25 Iyov ch.1 19 May Rabbi Shalom Morris 

26 Daniel  ch.1,2 26 May Rabbi Shalom Morris 

27 Ezra/Nechemiah Ez.9, Nech.8 2 June Eitan Ben-David 

28 Divrei Hayamim ch. I:29 9 June Rabbi Hayyim Angel* 

29 Summary  
and Siyum 

--- 16 June  Rabbi Shaul Robinson/ Rabbi 
Shalom Morris  

 
* Noted Scholars and Lecturers 
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LSJS TANACH COURSE 

 

Outline of Introduction to Tanach 

 

 

1. Objectives  

� What is Tanach and why is it special? 

� Overview of structure and content  

� The Tanach is the history of Jewish People  

� The Tanach is the “Biography of God”  

� The development of the canon  

� The Tanach as first commentary on itself 

 

 

2. What is Tanach? 

� A mix of many genres - narrative, law, private rituals, public worship, 

philosophy, poetry, song, sacred text, meditation, advice.  

� TaNaKh stands for Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim – Torah, Prophets and Writings.  

� It contains 24, 27 or 38 books (depending on how you count them). 

� It is a sacred text which is revered, recited and studied; not simply read.  

� It is both the story of the Jewish People and a message for humanity. 

� It contains many of the world’s most widely-known narratives & quotations.  

� It promotes the fundamental idea of one God who seeks justice and is seen 

as the foundation of social justice and democracy in the world. 

� Torah is the first great work of prose which distinguishes it from classical 

“epics” and codes of law. (Auerbach) 

 

 

3. Structure and content  

� Tanach covers the period from Creation until the return of the Jews under 

Ezra and Nehemiah in 444 BCE.  

� Tanach marks the beginning and end of prophecy. 
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� Tanach contains an extraordinary mix of stories, philosophical works, wisdom 

literature, laments and even erotic poetry. 

� It developed in three specific sections – Torah, Prophets and Writings. 

� It has fallen out of common study in the Jewish community, replaced by the 

Talmud.  

 

 

4. The Tanach is a “Biography of God”  

� The Tanach is a revelation of God – we get to know Him through its pages 

and His statements in it. 

� God appears in many different guises and displays different “character traits”.  

� These may be imperfect, anthropomorphic attempts to describe God yet they 

offer a rich diversity of understanding.  

 

 

5. Development of the Canon 

� Tanach contains different books in a different order to the Old Testament.  

� Requirement for a canon came with technological innovation of the codex 

(book) in place of the scroll, which required fixed content and strict order.    

� The word “canon” comes from the word “reed” or “measure” – it implies a 

self conscious examination to determine which works are sacred.  

� Christian canon was defined at the Council of Trent (1534-46).   

� Jewish Canon developed rather than was defined at a single moment in time. 

� Explore its development through original manuscripts and witnesses such as 

Josephus and Talmud. 

 

 

6. The Tanach is the first commentary on itself 

� Tanach constantly interprets earlier sections (“Inner Biblical Interpretation”, 

Benjamin Sommer).  

� Three main forms of Biblical Interpretation – reference, quotation and re-

interpretation.  
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THE LSJS TANACH COURSE 
 

The Twenty Four Books of the Tanach 
 

 

No. 
 

Book No. of 
chapters 

 

Sefer rpx 
 

Subcategory  l�b, 

1 Genesis 50 Bereishit ,h¦Jt¥r�C 
2 Exodus 40 Shemot ,In§J 
3 Leviticus 27 Vayikra ẗr§e°H³u 
4 Numbers 36 Bamidbar r�C§s¦n�C 
5 Deuteronomy 34 Devarim oh¦r�c§S 

 

anuj 
(Chumash) 

 
FIVE BOOKS  
OF MOSES 

 

vru, 
(Torah) 

 

THE  

TORAH 

6 Joshua 24 Yehoshua �gªJIv±h 
7 Judges 21 Shoftim oh¦y�p«# 

Samuel I 31 Shmuel Aleph t k¥tUn§J  
8 

 Samuel II 24 Shmuel Bet c k¥tUn§J 
Kings I 22 Melachim Aleph t oh&f�k§N  

9 
 Kings II 25 Melachim Bet c oh&f�k§N 

 

ohthcb 
ohbuatr 
(Nevi’im 

Rishonim) 
 

EARLY  
PROPHETS 

10 Isaiah 66 Yishayahu Uv²h�g©J±h 
11 Jeremiah 52 Yirmiyahu Uv²h§n§r°h 
12 Ezekiel 48 Yechezkel kt¥e±z¤j±h 

Hosea 14 Hoshea �g¥JIv 
Joel 4 Yoel k¥tIh 
Amos 9 Amos xIn�g 
Obadiah 1 Ovadya v²h§s�c«/g 
Jonah 4 Yona v²bIh 
Micah 7 Micha v�fh¦n 
Nahum 3 Nachum oUj³b 
Habakkuk 3 Chavakuk eUE�c£j 
Zephaniah 3 Tzephniya v²h±b�p�m 
Haggai 2 Chagai h³D©j 
Zechariah 14 Zechariya v²h§r�f±z 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
13 

Malachi 3 Malachi h/&f¨t�k©n 

 

ohthcb 
ohburjt 
(Nevi’im 

Acharonim) 
 

LATE 
PROPHETS 

 
 
 

[Includes: 

rag hr, 
(Trei Asar) 
Twelve  
Minor  

Prophets] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ohthcb 
(Nevi’im) 

 

THE 

PROPHETS 

14 Psalms 150 Tehilim ohkv, 
15 Proverbs 31 Mishlei h4k§J¦n 
16 Job 41 Iyov cIH¦t 

,nt hrpx 
(Sifrei Emet) 

 

BOOKS OF 

TRUTH 

17 Song of Songs 8 Shir haShirim oh¦rh¦#©v rh¦J 
18 Ruth 4 Rut ,Ur 
19 Lamentations 5 Eichah v�fh¥t 
20 Ecclesiastes 11 Kohelet ,5k¤v«e 
21 Esther 10 Ester r¥T§x¤t 

anj 

,ukhdn 
(Chamesh 
Megillot) 

 
THE FIVE 
SCROLLS 

22 Daniel 12 Daniel kt̄H°b/¨S 
23 Ezra  Nehemiah 10, 13 Ezra  Nechemya v²h§n¤j±b ẗr±z5g 

 

Chronicles I 
 

29 Divrei HaYamim 

Aleph 
t ohnhv h¥r�c¦S 

 
24 

Chronicles II 36 Divrei Hayamim Bet c ohnhv h¥r�c¦S 

 

 
 

ohcu,f 
(Ketuvim) 

 

THE  

HOLY 

WRITINGS 
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LSJS TANACH COURSE - Introduction 
 

�"  תנ   Tanach Overview 

 

vru, - Torah 
 

Book Description Quote 

,h¦Jt¥r�C 

Genesis 

From creation to 

slavery in Egypt 

In the beginning God created heaven and earth. (1.1) 

,In§J 

Exodus 

Redemption from Egypt I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the Land 

of Egypt. (20.1) 

t¨r§e°H³u 

Leviticus 

Ritual and ethical laws You shall love your neighbour as yourself. (19.18) 

r�C§s¦n�C 

Numbers 

Journey through the 

desert 

May God bless you and keep you.  

May God make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

May God lift up His face to you and give you peace. (6.24) 

oh¦r�c§S 

Deuteronomy 

Final words of Moses Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One. (6.4)  

 

 

ohthcb - Prophets 
  

Book  Description Quote 

�gªJIv±h 

Joshua 

Conquest and division of 

the land of Israel 

When the people heard the sound of the trumpet the people 

shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down flat. 

(6.20) 

oh¦y�p«# 

Judges 

Period of tribes living in 

Israel before monarchy 

Delilah said to Samson: Tell me what makes you so strong? 

(16.6) 

t k¥tUn§J 

Samuel I 

Rise and fall of the 

House of King Saul 

David put his hand into the bag; he took out a stone and 

slung it. It struck the Philistine in forehead…and he fell face 

down on the ground. (17.49) 

c k¥tUn§J 

Samuel II 

Rise of the House of King 

David 

And [David] wept and as he went he said: O my son 

Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom! Would to God that I 

had died for you O Absalom, my son, my son. (18.33) 

t oh&f�k§N 

Kings I 

The split of the kingdom 

into Israel and Judah 

But King Solomon loved many foreign women. (11.1) 

c oh&f�k§N 

Kings II 

Decline of the kingdoms 

of Israel and Judah 

A fiery chariot with fiery horses appeared…and Elijah went 

up to heaven in a whirlwind. (2.11) 

Uv²h�g©J±h 

Isaiah 

The greatest literary 

prophet 

They shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears 

into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation  

and neither shall they learn war any more (2.4) 
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Book  Description Quote 

Uv²h§n§r°h 

Jeremiah 

Prophet and priest exiled 

to Babylonia in 597 BCE 

Before I created you in the womb, I selected you; 

Before you were born I consecrated you. (1.5) 

kt¥e±z¤j±h 

Ezekiel 

Prophet and priest exiled 

with Jerusalemites to 

Babylonia in 597 BCE 

The Lord set me down in the valley and it was full of 

bones…and they were very dry. He said to me: O mortal, 

can these bones live again? (37.3) 

rag hr, 

Minor Prophets 

Twelve prophets whose 

books are short 

What does the Lord require of you but to act justly and to 

love mercy and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6.8) 

 

 

ohcu,f – Writings 
 

Book Description Quote 

ohkv, 

Psalms 

The foundation of our 

prayers 

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. He makes me lie 

down in green pastures. (23.1) 

h4k§J¦n 

Proverbs 

Aphorisms and wisdom 

literature 

Who can find a virtuous woman, for her price is above 

rubies? (31.10) 

cIH¦t 

Job 

An examination of 

suffering 

Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 

(38.2) 

oh¦rh¦#©v rh¦J 

Song of Songs 

Exquisite love poem often 

interpreted allegorically 

My beloved is mine and I am his; he feeds among the 

lilies. (2.16) 

,Ur 

Ruth 

A Moabitess becomes the 

great grandmother of 

King David. 

Where you go I shall go, where you lodge I shall lodge, 

your people shall be my people and your God shall be my 

God. (1.16) 

v�fh¥t 

Lamentations 

An elegy for the 

destruction of Jerusalem 

How lonely sits the city, that was once full of people. (1.1)  

,5k¤v«e 

Ecclesiastes 

Reflections on the 

meaning of life 

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. (1.2) 

 

r¥T§x¤t 

Esther 

A tale of court intrigue 

that is the Purim story 

And the city of Shushan rang with joyous cries. And the 

Jews enjoyed light & gladness, happiness & honour. (8.16) 

kt¯H°b/¨S 

Daniel 

A young Jew succeeds in 

Babylon while remaining 

proudly Jewish 

Just then, the fingers of a human hand appeared and 

wrote on the wall of the king's palace so that the king 

could see the hand as it wrote. (5.5) 

v²h§n¤j±b t¨r±z5g 

Ezra/Nehemiah 

Jews return from exile to 

Israel with permission of 

Cyrus of Persia 

As for the builders, each had his sword girded by his side 

as he was building. (4.12) 

 

ohnhv h¥r�c¦S 

Chronicles 

A review of the period of 

the kings of Israel 

King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in wealth 

and wisdom.  (9.22) 
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LSJS TANACH COURSE 
 

Eight Perspectives on God in Tanach 

 

1.  Bereishit 22: 1-2 

And it came to pass after these things, that God tested 

Abraham, and said to him, Abraham; and he said, 

Behold, here I am. And he said, Take now your son, 

your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 

of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon 

one of the mountains which I will tell you. 

 י נִָ�ה אֶתקִא  וַיְהִי �חַר הְַ�בָרִי הָאֵֶ�ה וְהָאֱלֹ
       :�בְרָהָ וַ�ֹאמֶר אֵלָיו �בְרָהָ וַ�ֹאמֶר הִֵ�נִי

$הַבְָ#  יְחִידְָ� אֲֶ ר ִ�נְָ� אֶת נָא אֶת ב  וַ�ֹאמֶר קַח
אֶרֶ( הַ)ֹרִָ�ה וְהַעֲלֵה& ָ   לְָ� אֶל יִצְחָק וְלְֶ� אֶת
 :לָה עַל �חַד הֶהָרִי אֲֶ ר אֹמַר אֵלֶיָ�לְעֹ

 

2.  Bereishit 28: 18-21  

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the 

stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a 

pillar, and poured oil upon its top. And he called the 

name of that place Beth-El; but the name of that city was 

called Luz at the first. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If 

God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I 

go, and will give me bread to eat, and garment to put on, 

so that I come back to my father’s house in peace; then 

shall the Lord be my God; And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that you 

shall give me I will surely give the tenth to you. 

 יַעֲקֹב ַ��ֹקֶר וִַ�ַ*ח אֶת+ֵ ְ� הָאֶבֶ, אֲֶ ר יח   וַַ
שָֹ מְרַאֲ ֹתָיו וַָ�שֶֹ אֹתָ. מֵַ-בָה וִַ�צֹק ֶ מֶ, 

 יט  וִַ�קְרָא אֶת  : רֹאָ . עַל ֵ  הַָ)ק1
: הָעִיר לָרִא ֹנָה אֵל וְא&לָ ל&ז ֵ  הַה&א ֵ�ית

יִהְיֶה אֱלֹהִי  דֶר לֵאמֹר אִוִַ�ַ�ר יַעֲקֹב נֶ כ   
 �עִָ)דִי &ְ מָרַנִי ַ�ֶ�רְֶ� ה4ֶַה אֲֶ ר $נֹכִי ה1לְֵ

כא   וְַ בְִ#י   : לִי לֶחֶ לֶאֱכֹל &בֶגֶד לִלְ�ֹ  וְנָתַ,
כב    :  לִי לֵאלֹהִי'הֵ�ית $בִי וְהָיָה  בְָ ל1 אֶל

בָה יִהְיֶה ֵ�ית שַֹמְִ#י מֵַ- וְהָאֶבֶ, ה4ַֹאת אֲֶ ר

 :לִי ע7ֵַר אֲע7ְַרֶ�& לְָ� אֱלֹהִי וְכֹל אֲֶ ר ִ#ֶ#,

 

3.  Shemot 15:1-4 

I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider has he thrown into the sea. The 

Lord is my strength and song, and he has become my 

salvation; he is my God, and I will praise him; my father's 

God, and I will exalt him. The Lord is a man of war; the 

Lord is his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army has he 

thrown into the sea; his chosen captains also are drowned 

in the Red Sea. 

ה8ִַירָה  מֶֹ ה &בְנֵי יִשְֹרָאֵל אֶת $ז יִָ יר א 
  ִ+י'ה וַ�ֹאמְר& לֵאמֹר $ִ ירָה ַ�'הה4ַֹאת לַ

�ב  ע4ִָי  : גָאֹה ָ:$ה ס&ס וְרֹכְב1 רָמָה בַָ
לִי לִי &עָה זֶה אֵלִי וְ�נְוֵה&  וְזִמְרָת יָ. וַיְהִי

 'ה אִי  מִלְחָמָה 'ה  ג : אֱלֹהֵי $בִי וַאֲרֹמְמֶנְה&
 &מִבְחַר : ְ מ1�ד מַרְְ+בֹת ַ;רְעֹה וְחֵיל1 יָרָה בַָ

ְ�ע& בְיַ  :ס&= ָ לִָ יו ט>

 

4.  Leviticus 19:14 

You shall not insult the deaf or place a stumbling block 

before the blind. You shall revere your God: I am the 

Lord. 

תְקֵַ�ל חֵרֵ  וְלִפְנֵי עִֵ&ר לֹא תִֵ#, מִכְ ֹל  יד לֹא
 :'הוְיָרֵאתָ ֵ)אֱלֹהֶיָ� אֲנִי 

 

5.  Joshua 8:1-2 & 28-30 

And the Lord said to Joshua, Fear not, nor be 

dismayed; take all the people of war with you, and 

arise, go up to Ai; see, I have given to your hand the 

king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land; 

and his land. …And Joshua burned Ai, and made it a 

heap forever, a desolation to this day. And the king 

of Ai he hanged on a tree until evening; and as soon 

as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they 

should take his carcass down from the tree, and 

throw it at the entrance of the gate of the city, and 

raise on it a great heap of stones, that remains to 

this day. Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord God 

of Israel in Mount Ebal. 

עַ �ל  אֶל'הא   וַ�ֹאמֶר  ֵ#חָת קַח  ִ#ירָא וְ�ל יְה1 >
 עַ הִַ)לְחָמָה וְק& עֲלֵה הָעָי רְאֵה עְִ)ָ� אֵת ָ+ל

 עִיר1 וְאֶת עַ)1 וְאֶת מֶלְֶ� הָעַי וְאֶת נָתִַ#י בְיָדְָ� אֶת
1 ב וְעָשִֹיתָ לָעַי &לְמַלְָ+. ַ+אֲֶ ר עָשִֹיתָ לִירִיח: �רְצ1

לְָ�  ְ לָלָ. &בְהֶמְָ#. ָ#ב4ֹ& לָכֶ שִֹי &לְמַלְָ+. רַק
עַ אֶת ...: אֹרֵב לָעִיר מֵ�חֲרֶיהָ הָעָי  כח וִַ�שְֹרֹ= יְה1 >

1 ה4ֶַה וַיְשִֹימֶהָ ֵ#ל� כט  וְאֶת : ע1לָ ְ מָמָה עַד הַ
א ה8ֶַמֶ  עֵת הָעָרֶב &כְב1 הָעֵ( עַד מֶלְֶ� הָעַי ָ#לָה עַל

עַ וַ�ֹרִיד& אֶת הָעֵ( וַַ�ְ לִיכ&  נִבְלָת1 מִ, צִָ&ה יְה1 >
אֲבָנִי  ֶ;תַח ַ עַר הָעִיר וַָ�קִימ& עָלָיו ַ:ל א1תָ. אֶל

1 ה4ֶַה�עַ מִזְֵ�חַ לַ:    ָ:ד1ל עַד הַ  'הל  $ז יִבְנֶה יְה1 >
  : אֱלֹהֵי יִשְֹרָאֵל ְ�הַר עֵיבָל
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6.  Samuel II 7:12-17 

…Also the Lord tells you that He will establish a house for 

you. When your days are done and you lie with your 

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, one of your 

own issue, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build 

a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 

kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he shall be my 

son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod 

of men, and with such plagues as befall the sons of men; 

but I will never withdraw My favour from him as I 

withdrew it from Saul, whom I removed before you. And 

your house and your kingdom shall be established forever 

before you; your throne shall be established forever.” 

According to all these words, and according to all this 

vision, so did Nathan speak to David. 

 �יב ִ+י : 'הְ�ָ�  בַיִת יַעֲשֶֹה  ִ+י'הוְהִִ:יד לְָ
אֲבֹתֶיָ� וַהֲקִימֹתִי  יִמְלְא& יָמֶיָ� וְָ כַבְָ# אֶת

זַרְעֲָ� �חֲרֶיָ� אֲֶ ר יֵצֵא מִֵ)עֶיָ� וַהֲכִינֹתִי  אֶת
ְ מִי ַ�יִת לִ יג  ה&א יִבְנֶה: מַמְלַכ1#ְ אֶת

יד   אֲנִי : ע1לָ ִ+ֵ�א מַמְלַכ1#ְ עַד וְכֹנַנְִ#י אֶת
ִ�י לְבֵ, אֲֶ ר  �1 לְ$ב וְה&א יִהְיֶה אֶהְיֶה

ְ�הַע1ֲת1 וְהֹכַחְִ#יו ְ�ֵ בֶט אֲנִָ י &בְנִגְעֵי ְ�נֵי 
יָס&ר מִֶ)�& ַ+אֲֶ ר  טו   וְחַסְִ�י לֹא: $דָ

:  ָ א&ל אֲֶ ר הֲסִרֹתִי מְִ�פָנֶיָ�הֲסִרֹתִי מֵעִ
ע1לָ לְפָנֶיָ�  טז   וְנֶאְמַ, ֵ�יתְָ� &מַמְלַכְְ#ָ� עַד

יז   ְ+כֹל הְַ�בָרִי : ע1לָ ִ+סְאֲָ� יִהְיֶה נָכ1, עַד
 הָאֵֶ�ה &כְכֹל הַח4ִָי1, ה4ֶַה ֵ+, ִ�ֶ�ר נָתָ, אֶל

   ::    ָ�וִד

 

 

 

7.  Isaiah 2:2-3  

It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the 

house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the 

mountain and shall be raised above the hills and all the nations 

shall gaze on it with joy. And the many peoples shall go and say: 

“Come let us go up to the mountain of the Lord to the house of 

the God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways and that we may 

walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law and the 

word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

מִי נָכ1, יִהְיֶה  ְ��חֲרִית הַָ�ב  וְהָיָה
 ְ�רֹא  הֶהָרִי וְנ7ִָא 'ה הַר ֵ�ית

         : הַ:1יִ מְִ:בָע1ת וְנָהֲר& אֵלָיו ָ+ל
ג  וְהָלְכ& עִַ)י רִַ�י וְ$מְר& לְכ& 

ֵ�ית אֱלֹהֵי יַעֲקֹב   אֶל'ה הַר וְנַעֲלֶה אֶל
י וְיֹרֵנ& מְִ�רָכָיו וְנֵלְכָה ְ�אֹרְחֹתָיו ִ+

 : מִיר&ָ לָ'ה מִִ-�1, ֵ#צֵא ת1רָה &דְבַר

 

 

 

8.  Isaiah 54:4-8 

Fear not; for you shall not be ashamed; neither be confounded; 

for you shall not be put to shame; for you shall forget the 

shame of your youth, and shall not remember the reproach of 

your widowhood any more. 

  For your Maker is your husband; the Lord of hosts is his name; 

and your redeemer the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God 

of the earth. For the Lord has called you as a woman forsaken 

and grieved in spirit, but a wife of youth, Can she be rejected? 

says your God. 

  For a small moment have I forsaken you; but with great mercy 

will I gather you. In overflowing wrath I hid my face from you 

for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy 

on you, says the Lord your redeemer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ִ#ָ+לְמִי  לֹא תֵב1ִ י וְ�ל ִ#ירְאִי ִ+י ד  �ל
ִ+י לֹא תַחְִ;ירִי ִ+י בֶֹ ת עֲל&מַיְִ� ִ#ְ ָ+חִי 

     : ע1ד וְחֶרְַ;ת �לְמְנ&תַיְִ� לֹא תִזְְ+רִי
 � צְבָא1ת ְ מ1 'הה  ִ+י בֹעֲלַיְִ� עֹשַֹיְִ

הָ$רֶ(  רָאֵל אֱלֹהֵי כָלוְגֹאֲלְֵ� קְד1  יִשְֹ
כְא8ִָה עֲז&בָה וַעֲצ&בַת ר&חַ  ו ִ+י: יִָ*רֵא
 � וְאֵֶ ת נְע&רִי ִ+י תִָ)אֵס $מַר 'הקְרָ$ְ
�ז ְ�רֶגַע קָטֹ, עֲזַבְִ#יְ� &בְרַחֲמִי : אֱלֹהָיְִ

�ח ְ�ֶ צֶ= קֶצֶ= : ְ:דֹלִי אֲקְַ�צְֵ
� &בְחֶסֶד ע1לָ הִסְַ#רְִ#י פָנַי רֶגַע מִֵ)ְ
 �        :'הרִחַמְִ#יְ� $מַר :ֹאֲלְֵ

 



 5.5

Types of Prophecy 
 
 

  תלמוד בבלי מסכת מגילה דף ג עמוד א 
  
וראיתי אני דניאל לבדי את המראה + 'דניאל י+

והאנשים אשר היו עמי לא ראו את המראה אבל 
 . חרדה גדלה נפלה עליהם ויברחו בהחבא

 
 
 
 

 אמר רבי ירמיה ואיתימא רבי -? מאן נינהו אנשים
 , זה חגי זכריה ומלאכי: חייא בר אבא

 
 
 

אינהו עדיפי .  עדיף מינייהוואיהו, אינהו עדיפי מיניה
איהו עדיף . ואיהו לאו נביא,  דאינהו נביאי-מיניה 

  .  דאיהו חזא ואינהו לא חזו-מינייהו 
  

1) Talmud, Megillah 3a 
 

It is written [Dan. x. 7]: "And I, Daniel, 
saw alone this appearance, but the men 
that were with me did not see the 
appearance; nevertheless a great terror 
fell upon them, so that they fled to hide 
themselves."  
 
Who were these men? Said R. 
Jeremiah, according to others R. 
Chiyya b. Abba: They were Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi.  
 
They were better than he, because they 
were prophets, and he, Daniel, was not 
a prophet. And he was better than they 
because he saw it, and they did not see 
it. 

  
2) Rashi, Megillah 3a 
 
For they are Prophets – For they 
prophesied to the Jewish people in the 
service of the Omnipresent, while he 
was not sent to Israel with any 
prophecy. 

  י מסכת מגילה דף ג עמוד א "רש
  

 שנתנבאו לישראל בשליחותו של -דאינהו נביאי 
  .והוא לא נשתלח לישראל בשום נבואה, מקום
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Development of the canon 

 

Mishnah – Yadaim 3:5 

A (Torah) scroll on which the writing has become erased and yet 

eighty-five letters remain – as many as are in the section 

beginning, “And it came to pass when the ark set forward…” 

(Numbers 10:35-36) – renders the hands unclean. 

  A single sheet (of a Torah scroll) on which there are written 

eighty-five letters – as many as are in the section beginning, “And 

it came to pass when the ark set forward…” (Numbers 10:35-36) – 

renders the hands unclean. 

  All the Holy Scriptures (Tanach) renders the hands unclean. Thus 

the Song of Songs (Shir HaShirim) and Ecclesiastes (Kohelet) 

render the hands unclean. 

  Rabbi Yehudah says: the Song of Songs renders hands unclean 

but there is a dispute about Ecclesiastes. 

  Rabbi Yossi says: Ecclesiastes renders hands unclean but there is 

a dispute about the Song of Songs. 

  Rabbi Shimon says: The ruling about Ecclesiastes is one of the 

leniencies of Bet Shammai and one of the stringencies of Bet Hillel.  

  Rabbi Shimon ben Azzai said: I received a tradition from the 

seventy-two elders on the day when they appointed Rabbi Eleazer 

ben Azarieh head of the academy that the Song of Songs and 

Ecclesiastes render the hands unclean. 

  Rabbi Akiva said: God forbid! – no man in Israel disputed about 

the Song of Songs by saying that it does not render the hands 

unclean, for the whole world is not as worthy as the day on which 

the Song of Songs was given to Israel; for all the Writings are holy 

but the Song of Songs is the holy of holies. So that if they had a 

dispute, they had a dispute only about Ecclesiastes.  

  Rabbi Yochanan ben Yehoshua the son of Rabbi Akiva’s father-in-

law said: In accordance with the words of Ben Azzai so they 

disputed, and so they reached a decision. 

 
 

   ה:ג ידי� מסכת 	 משנה
 ה"פ בו ונשתייר שנמחק ספר

 הארו, בנסוע ויהי כפרשת אותיות
  .הידי את מטמא

 אותיות ה"פ בה שכתוב מגילה  
 מטמא הארו, בנסוע ויהי כפרשת

  . הידי את
 את מטמאי, הקדש כתבי כל  

 וקהלת השירי שיר. הידי
  .הידי את מטמאי,

 השירי שיר אומר יהודה' ר  
  .מחלוקת וקהלת הידי את מטמא

 את מטמא אינו קהלת א"רי  
  .מחלוקת השירי ושיר הידי

 ש"ב מקולי קהלת א"רש  
  . ה"ב ומחומרי

 מפי אני מקובל עזאי ב, ש"אר  
 א"ר את שהושיבו ביו זק, ב"ע
 וקהלת השירי ששיר בישיבה ע"ב

  .ידיה את מטמאי
 נחלק לא ושלו חס ע"ר אמר  

 השירי שיר על מישראל אד
 כל שאי, הידי את תטמא שלא

 בו שנית, כיו כדאי כלו העול
 קדש כתובי שכל לישראל ה"ש
 קדשי קודש )השירי ושיר( ה"וש
 על אלא נחלקו לא נחלקו וא

  .קהלת
 של חמיו ב, יהושע ב, יוחנ, ר"א  
 וכ, נחלקו כ� ע"ב כדברי ע"ר

  : גמרו

 

Talmud - Megilah 7a 

Rabbi Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel; The scroll of Esther 

does not make the hands unclean. Are we to infer from this that 

Shmuel was of opinion that Esther was not composed under the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit? How can this be, seeing that Shmuel 

has said that Esther was composed under the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit? – It was composed to be recited by heart, but not to 

be written.  

  The following objection was raised: ‘Rabbi Meir says that the 

scroll of Ecclesisates does not render the hands unclean, and that 

about the Song of Songs there is a dispute. Rabbi Yossi says that 

the Song of Songs renders the hands unclean, and about 

Ecclesiastes there is a dispute. Rabbi Shimon says that 

Ecclesiastes is one of those matters in regard to which Beth 

Shammai were more lenient and Beth Hillel more stringent, but 

Ruth and the Song of Songs and Esther certainly make the hands 

unclean’! Shmuel concurred with Rabbi Yehoshua. 

   .ז מגילה 	 בבלי תלמוד
: שמואל אמר יהודה רב אמר
. הידי את מטמאה אינה תראס

 לאו אסתר שמואל דסבר למימרא
 והאמר? נאמרה הקודש ברוח

 הקודש ברוח אסתר: שמואל
 ולא לקרות נאמרה E ! נאמרה
 . ליכתוב נאמרה

 קהלת: אומר מאיר רבי: מיתיבי  
 ומחלוקת, הידי את מטמא אינו
: אומר יוסי רבי. השירי בשיר
, הידי את מטמא השירי שיר

 שמעו, רבי. בקהלת תומחלוק
 שמאי בית מקולי קהלת: אומר

 ושיר רות אבל, הלל בית ומחומרי
 את מטמאי, E ואסתר השירי
 . יהושע כרבי דאמר הוא! הידי
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Inner Biblical Interpretation 
 

 

First Example: 

 

Kings II 14:5-6 

Once he [Yoash of Israel] had the kingdom firmly in 

his grasp, he put to death the courtiers who had 

assassinated his father the king. But he did not put to 

death the children of the assassins, in accordance with 

what is written in the Book of the Teaching of Moses, 

where the Lord commanded, “Parents shall not be put 

to death for children, nor children be put to death for 

parents; a person shall be put to death only for his 

own crime.” 

  ו	ה:מלכי� ב יד

� אֶת  ) ה(ְ�וַיְהִי ַ+אֲֶ ר חָזְקָה הַַ)מְלָכָה ְ�יָד1 וַַ

ְ�נֵי  תוְאֶ)  ו (: הֶַ)לְֶ� $בִיו עֲבָדָיו הַַ)ִ+י אֶת

מֶֹ ה  הַַ)ִ+י לֹא הֵמִית ַ+ָ+ת&ב ְ�סֵפֶר 1#רַת

ָ�נִי  י&מְת& $ב1ת עַל  לֵאמֹר לֹא'הצִָ&ה  אֲֶ ר

אִי  ְ�חֶטְא1  $ב1ת ִ+י אִ י&מְת& עַל &בָנִי לֹא

 :י&מָת

 

 

Deuteronomy 24:16 

Parents shall not be out to death for children, nor 

children be out to death for parents; a person shall be 

put to death only for his own crime. 

  טז:דברי� כד

 י&מְת& עַל ָ�נִי &בָנִי לֹא י&מְת& $ב1ת עַל לֹא

  :$ב1ת אִי  ְ�חֶטְא1 י&מָת&

 

 

 

Second Example: 

 

Jeremiah 29:10 

For thus said the Lord: When Babylon’s seventy years 

are over, I will take note of you, and I will fulfil to you 

My promise of favour – to bring you back to this place. 

  י:ירמיה כט

 ִ+י לְפִי מְלֹאת לְבָבֶל ִ בְעִי 'הכֹה $מַר ִ+י 

ְ�בָרִי   עֲלֵיכֶ אֶתָ נָה אֶפְקֹד אֶתְכֶ וַהֲקִמֹתִי

 : הַָ)ק1 ה4ֶַה ה1Gַב לְהִָ יב אֶתְכֶ אֶל

 

 

Daniel 9:1-2 

In the first year of Darius son of Ahasurus, of Median 

descent, who was made king over the kingdom of the 

Chaldeans – in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, 

consulted the books concerning the number of years 

that, according to the word of the Lord that had come 

to Jeremiah the prophet, were to be the term of 

Jerusalem’s desolation – seventy years.  

  ב	א:דניאל ט

4ֶרַע אֲחְַ וֵר1  מִִ�ְ נַת �חַת לְדָרְיָוֶ  ֶ�, )  א(

  )ב(: מָדָי אֲֶ ר הָמְלְַ� עַל מַלְכ&ת ַ+שְִֹ�י

 ִ�ְ נַת �חַת לְמָלְכ1 אֲנִי ָ�נִֵ�אל ִ�ינֹתִי ַ�ְ�פָרִי

יִרְמִיָה   אֶל' המִסְַ;ר ה8ַָנִי אֲֶ ר הָיָה דְבַר

 הַָ�בִיא לְמַ�ֹאות לְחָרְב1ת יְר&ָ לַ ִ בְעִי

 :ָ נָה

 

 

Daniel 9:24 

[Gabriel to Daniel] “Seventy weeks (of years) have 

been decreed for your people and your holy city until 

the measure of transgression is filled and that of the 

sin complete, until iniquity is expiated, and eternal 

righteousness ushered in; and prophetic vision ratified, 

and the Holy of Holies anointed. 

 

  כד:דניאל ט

עִיר קָדְֶ ָ�  עְַ)ָ� וְעַלָ ב>עִי ִ בְעִי נֶחְַ#ְ� עַל 

 חGַָאות ] &לְהָתֵ[לְכֵַ�א הֶַ;ַ ע &לְחָתֵ

&לְכֵַ;ר ע1ָ, &לְהָבִיא צֶדֶק עֹלָמִי ] חGַָאת[

 :א וְלִמְ ֹחַ קֹדֶ  קָדִָ יוְלַחְ#ֹ חָז1, וְנָבִי
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