Using Civil Courts — Is It Ever Allowed?

Shemot 21:1
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And these are the rules that you shall place before them.
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It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Tarfon would say: With regard to any

place where you find gentile courts, even if their laws are like Jewish

laws, you may not attend them, as it is stated: “Now these are the

ordinances which you shall set before them” (Exodus 21:1). [It is derived

from here that one may go to court only] before them, [i.e., Jewish
judges,] and not before gentiles.

Rambam Hilchot Sanhedrin 26:7
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Shulchan Aruch CM 26:1-2
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