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1. Exodus 18:27
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(27) Then Moses bade his father-in-law farewell, and he went his way to his own land.

2. Numbers 10
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(1) The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: (2) Have two silver trumpets made; make them of hammered work. They shall serve you to
summon the community and to set the divisions in motion.... (12) and the Israelites set out on their journeys from the wilderness of
Sinai. The cloud came to rest in the wilderness of Paran. (13) When the march was to begin, at the LORD’s command through
Moses,... (29) Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting out for the place of which the
LORD has said, ‘I will give it to you.” Come with us and we will be generous with you; for the LORD has promised to be generous
to Israel.” (30) “I will not go,” he replied to him, “but will return to my native land.” (31) He said, “Please do not leave us, inasmuch
as you know where we should camp in the wilderness and can be our guide. (32) So if you come with us, we will extend to you the
same bounty that the LORD grants us.” (33) They marched from the mountain of the LORD a distance of three days. The Ark of
the Covenant of the LORD traveled in front of them on that three days’ journey to seek out a resting place for them; (34) and the
LORD’s cloud kept above them by day, as they moved on from camp. (35) When the Ark was to set out, Moses would say:
Advance, O LORD! May Your enemies be scattered, And may Your foes flee before You! (36) And when it halted, he would say:
Return, O LORD, You who are Israel’s myriads of thousands!

Question 1: Is this a different story from Shemot 18? Is Yitro = Chovev?
3. Exodus 2:18-21
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(18) When they returned to their father Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come back so soon today?” (19) They answered

“An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds; he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” (20) He said to his daughters,

“Where is he then? Why did you leave the man? Ask him in to break bread.” (21) Moses consented to stay with the man, and he

gave Moses his daughter Zipporah as wife.

4. Rashi on Exodus 18:1:1-2
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171? JETHRO — He was called by seven names: Reuel, Jether, Jethro, Hobab, Heber, Keni and Putiel.

5. Al Hatorah
"Chovav ben Reuel" — Identifying both Chovav and Reuel with Yitro creates an almost insurmountable difficulty in understanding
the words "Chovav ben Reuel" in Bemidbar 10:29.4 ...
Choten — This position solves all of the Yitro/Reuel/Chovav problems by employing just the single method of giving multiple
names for the same person, and does not need to resort to expanding the semantic field of the term choser beyond its basic meaning
of father-in-law.
Shemot 18 and Bemidbar 10 — Identifying Chovav with Yitro necessitates an examination of the relationship between the stories
of Yitro's depattute in Shemot 18:27 and Moshe asking Chovav to remain with the nation in Bemidbar 10. Why would Moshe send
Yitro away in Shemot 18 but beg him to stay in Bemidbar 10? R"E HaModai in Mekhilta Yitro Amalek 2 conflates the two stories. ..
To facilitate this position, R"E HaModai reinterprets vayshalach as the giving of gifts....In contrast, according to R. Yehoshua in the
Mekhilta as developed by Peirush HaRosh Shemot 18:4, Moshe actively sent Yitro away in the first year so that he would not be
present for the Decalogue — see Chronology of Shemot 18. Later, though, when Yitro came back after the revelation, Moshe
requested that he remain with the people and Yitro assented.

6. Mechilta D’ Rabbi Yishamel 18
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R. Elazar Hamodai says: He sent him with all the honor in the wortld, as is seen in his (Moses') response to him, as it is written
(Numbers 10:30) "I pray you, do not leave us," telling him: You gave us good and beautiful counsel, and the L rd consented to your
words. "I pray you, do not leave us." Yithro replied: Is a candle of benefit other than in a place of darkness? Can sun and moon
benefit from a candle? You are the sun and Aaron your brother is the moon. What can a candle do between you? Let me go to my
land and I will convert all of my countrymen and bring them to the study of Torah and under the wings of the Shechinah. One
might think that he went but did not do so. It is, therefore, written (Judges 1:16) "And the children of Keni, the father-in-law of
Moses, went up from the city of date-palms," and (Ibid.) "and they went and settled with the people," ...

7. Al HaTorah

Chovav in Bemidbar 10 — Ramban and Shadal both agree that Yitro and Chovav are the same person, but they disagree as to how
many visits he made and what ultimately became of him. Ramban thinks that Yitro converted,? and he consequently assumes?that
Yitro/Chovav acceded to Moshe's request to remain with the Children of Israel (see Did Yitro Ever Return). Therefore, Ramban
says that Yitro traveled back and forth,* going home in the first year to convert his family,3' but returning in the second year and
ultimately remaining with the nation. According to Shadal, however, Yitro/Chovav atrived in the first year, remained untl the
second year but did not convert (see here), and left when the Children of Israel left the area of Mount Sinai® to begin their journey
to the land of Israel. According to him, Shemot 18:27 describes the same departure of Yitro which happened only in Bemidbar
10:29, in the second year.

Chovav in Bemidbar 10 — Mendelssohn posits that Yitro and Chovav were not the same petson, but rather brothers (see Yitro's
Names), and thus thete is no contradiction between Yitro's departure in Shemot 18 and Chovav's presence in Bemidbar 10.
However, Ibn Kaspi® assumes that Yitro is Chovav, and therefore, he needs to say that Yitro traveled back and forth,” going home
in the first year but returning in the second year. Chizkunil8:13 and Peirush HaRosh Shemot 18:4 also assume that Chovav and
Yitro are the same person, but they offers a Pesikta based alternative that Moshe sent Yitro away only temporarily so that he would
not be present for the revelation at Sinai, and that Yitro returned to the Israelite camp immediately after the Decalogue.

/'-—-—-_-‘\
WHO IS YITRO?
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8. Pesikta D.Rav Kahana
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9. Ibn Ezra Shemot 18:1

YIN NYYNY IV NP2 ,NTN DIPNL 1IN NYIA 1D NNY VIR ANYY ... ,]2VNN DPINY INR NIVD NIV 77 R1 RHYY ) NYT aN
7YNY 111921 1210 NXY DY NN L0 T MNWY) 12107 Y3 5Y 100 TN 2IN9) .ORIWH 1900 NVWYYW 12100 1A 2T ORIV pHny nwyw
L. .OPY PRV DPOM L(RY 2 “T12) DPY 1Y N 1Y IR DM ORIV

10. Ramban to Shemot 18:1
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And so [too] does it appear [correct] to me that [that which] it stated here (Exodus 18:27), "And Moshe sent away his father-in-law
and he went his way to his land," was in the first year, and he went to his land and returned to [Moshe afterwards] - and it is likely
that he went to convert his family, and he returned to Moshe while he was still at Mount Sinai, since it is close to Midian, as I have
mentioned. As behold, when the camp traveled in Iyar of the second year, when Moshe said to him, "We are traveling [...] Come
with us," and Yitro answered him, "I will not go, but will return to my native land,” and Moshe supplicated him greatly and said to
him, “Please do not leave us, etc. and you will be to us like eyes. So if you come with us, we will extend to you the same good that
the Lord grants us" (Numbers 10:29:32), he did not respond at all, and [so] it appears that [Yitro] accepted [Moshe's| words and did
according to his will and did not leave them. However [we find that] in the days of Shaul, his children wetre with Amalek and they

came and reconnected with Israel ...

Question 2 : Did Yitro Agree to Stay?
11. Judges 1:16
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(16) The descendants of the Kenite, the father-in-law of Moses, went up with the Judites from the City of Palms to the wilderness
of Judah; and they went and settled among the people in the Negeb of Arad.

12. Judges 4:11
PUTRIN WK [D7219¥3] DY NN YR U0 AYH 1NN 330 )30 PR T191°rRD 13M (V)
(11) Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the other Kenites, descendants of Hobab, father-in-law of Moses, and had pitched
his tent at Elon-bezaanannim, which is near Kedesh.

13. I Samuel 15:6
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(6) Saul said to the Kenites, “Come, withdraw at once from among the Amalekites, that I may not destroy you along with them; for
you showed kindness to all the Israclites when they left Egypt.” So the Kenites withdrew from among the Amalekites.

14. Sefornio Shemot 18:1
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15. Al Hatorah
Nobody Returned: Yitro never returned, and neither he nor his descendants ever joined Israel.

Chronology — According to Malbim and Shadal, Yitro came in the first year and stayed until the second year when he went home.
Cassuto, on the other hand, holds that Yitro first arrived only in the second year, after the building of the tabernacle, and left as the
nation was about to leave Sinai in the second year.

Yitro (Shemot 18) and Chovav (Bemidbar 10) — According to these commentators, Yitro and Chovav are the same person and the
departure described in Shemot is equivalent to the story in Bemidbar. Yitro's leaving is mentioned in Shemot only to complete the
peticope (YN NR DHYWNY), but the event actually took place only in the second year, as described in Bemidbar whete the full
parting conversation is recorded.?

Conversion and Yitro's decision to leave — According to Shadal and Cassuto, Yitro does not convert. Shadal points out that had
Yitro converted, it would not make sense that he would insist on returning to Midyan when Moshe asks him to join the nation.
Malbim, however, thinks Yitro did convert. He explains that Yitro thought he could contribute more by returning to his land and
teaching others to believe in Hashem.

Keinites and Reikhavites:

Shadal attempts to show that there is no evidence of any of Yitro's descendants being a part of the Children of Israel.? If they had, it
would be implausible that they would be on good terms with or living amongst enemies such as the Canaanites, Sisera, and the
Amalekites.*- ...

Only Yitro's Family Joined: Yitro did not return, but his relatives either stayed or later joined the nation. This position
subdivides regarding the identity of these relatives:

— | 7 Yitro never returned, but Chovav remained

Chronology — According to the Biur, Yitro arrived before the Decalogue and returned to Midyan the day after arriving and advising,
In contrast, Hoil Moshe holds that Yitro came only after the receipt of the Decalogue. It is unclear when Chovav atrived. The Hoil

Moshe in Bemidbar 10 says that the Israclites bumped into Chovav on the way from Mt. Sinai to Midbar Paran, and he joined
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Does Chovav stay — While it is clear from Shemot 18:27 that Yitro depatts, the verses in Bemidbar 10 are silent regarding Chovav's
final decision.? Shadal and the Hoil Moshe both suggest that he remained.l” Hoil Moshe adduces proof for this position from
Chovav's silence in response to Moshe's plea and from the fact that his descendants can later be found among the Israclites in
Shofetim 1,4...Keinites — According to Shadal and the Hoil Moshe, these are Chovav's descendants who continued to live among
the nation after their ancestor joined.

nYYN— As the leave-takings in Shemot 18 and Bemidbar 10 are happening at different times and involving distinct individuals, it
would not be contradictory to say that Moshe sent Yitro away while later asking Chovav to stay. Nonetheless, it is surprising why
Moshe would do so. Thus, the Biur explains that "nYwn" is not an active sending away but rather an honorary escott.

~ Yitro=Chovav never returned, but his descendants joined the Children of Israel

R"E HaModai in Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael,13 Rashi, Ibn Ezra, Radak, Ralbag, Abarbanel, Seforno.
Chronology — R"E HaModai, Rashi and Abatbanel suggest that Yitro came in the first yeat, remained until the second, and then left.
Ibn Ezra and Ralbag hold that he first arrived only after the building of the Tabernacle in the second year and left shortly thereafter.
Yitro (Shemot 18) and Chovav (Bemidbar 10) — This position identifies Yitro with Chovav and the leave-taking described in Shemot
18 with that detailed in Bemidbar 10.
Conversion — Ibn Ezra holds that Yitro was always a monotheist while the other commentators suggest that he converted.!
Why does Yitro leave?
e Spiritual calling — To explain why a newly converted Yitro would desire to leave the nation, R"E HaModai, Rashi and
Ralbag suggest that Yitro returned to Midyan to convert either his family (who later do join the nation) or his fellow
Midianites.

e  Physical infirmity — Seforno posits that Yitro, being elderly, did not feel up to the journey and that is why he sent his
children in his place.l>

e Abarbanel holds that Yitro simply was not convinced by Moshe's arguments to stay. He doesn't explain, though, why his
descendants are later found in the midst of the Children of Israel.

~— Yitro himself returned to join the Children of Israel

Chronology — Ramban, Chizkuni, and Peirush HaRosh hold that all of chapter 18 is in chronological order and that Yitro arrived,
advised, and went home in the first year before the Decalogue. According to Ramban, Yitro returned in the second year and then
remained. However, according to Chizkuni and Peirush HaRosh, Moshe sent Yitro away only temporarily so that he would not be
present for the revelation at Sinai, and Yitro returned to the Israclite camp immediately following the Decalogue.’ A third possibility
is adopted by the Akeidat Yitzchak who maintains that Yitro arrived in the first year, stayed until his advice was implemented in the
second year, went home to convert others and bid farewell, and then returned soon after.

Yitro (Shemot 18) and Chovav (Bemidbar 10) — These approaches identify Yitro with Chovav, but they disagree about the
relationship between the stories. Ramban, Chizkuni, and Peirush HaRosh say that the departures in Shemot and Bemidbar are two
distinct stories happening at different times, while Akeidat Yitzchak posits that they tell of the same event.

Why does Yitro initially depart? — According to Ramban and Akeidat Yitzchak, Yitro goes home to convert his family and say his
goodbyes.2’ Peirush HaRosh says that it wasn’t Yitro's decision to leave; rather, Moshe actively sent him away so that he would not
participate in Matan Torah, an event intended only for those who had been part of the nation's suffering in Egypt.2

Keinites — If Yitro remained with the Children of Israel, why would his descendants be living amidst the Amalekites in Shemuel 1
152 Ramban suggests either that Yitro or his sons returned to their own homeland after Moshe's death, or that the Keinites in
Shemuel I 15 are relatives but not direct descendants of Yitro.

NYYN- Peirush HaRosh says that Moshe actively sent Yitro away so that he would not be present for the Decalogue.22

Question 3: Why Does Moshe Want Him to Stay? Why Does the Torah Make it Unclear Whether He Stayed?

16. Professor Yoni Grossman
Here we should make mention of the "chain of parashot" that we discussed above (those units containing the root "n-s-"").
This chain has clear boundaties. In the beginning we ate told that it is the cloud that leads Istael on their journey ("by the word
of God they would journey"), and at the end, the text emphasizes once again: "And God's cloud was upon them by day when
they journeyed from the encampment.” Since the framework of these literary units emphasizes God's leadership of His people
in the desert and the fact that He shows them the way, Moshe's words to Chovav deviate from this general message.
The irony of Moshe's invitation to Chovav atises from Moshe's own formulation of it. As mentioned, his first attempt
emphasizes God's kindness to His nation, with more attention devoted to that than to the invitation itself. Thus we do actually
detect the general message of this unit: God has promised good to His people, and it is He Who will lead them on the way!
Chovav's reaction is omitted from the text because, in a profound sense, it is not significant. It is not he who is destined to
lead the nation on their long journeys through the desert, but rather God. The nation must internalize the message that it is
not Chovav's eyes that they need, but rather, "God's eyes that wander throughout the earth" (Zekharia 4:10). It is not this
mottal who will protect them on the way, but rather God's direct Providence:
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