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Chodesh lyar: Prelude to Matan Torah or Chag HaBikurim?

1. The first year
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6 Moreover He said: 'l am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon God.

7 And the LORD said: 'l have surely seen the affliction of My people that
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I
know their pains;

8 and | am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians,
and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a
land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanite, and
the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the
Jebusite.

9 And now, behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto Me;
moreover | have seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress
them.

10 Come now therefore, and | will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou
mayest bring forth My people the children of Israel out of Egypt.'
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2 And God spoke unto Moses, and said unto him: 'l am the LORD;

3and | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as God
Almighty, but by My name YHWH | made Me not known to them.

4 And | have also established My covenant with them, to give them the
land of Canaan, the land of their sojournings, wherein they sojourned.

5 And moreover | have heard the groaning of the children of Israel, whom
the Egyptians keep in bondage; and | have remembered My covenant.

6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel: I am the LORD,

and | will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and |

will deliver you from their bondage, and | will redeem you with an
outstretched arm, and with great judgments;

7 and | will take you to Me for a people, and | will be to you a God; and
ye shall know that | am the LORD your God, who brought you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians.

8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning which I lifted up My
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hand to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you
for a heritage: | am the LORD.'

9 And Moses spoke so unto the children of Israel; but they hearkened not
unto Moses for impatience of spirit, and for cruel bondage. {P}
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2 "This month shall be unto you the beginning of months; it shall be the
first month of the year to you.

3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying: In the tenth day of
this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to their
fathers' houses, a lamb for a household;

18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall
eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at
even.

41 And it came to pass at the end of four hundred and thirty years, even
the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the host of the LORD went out
from the land of Egypt.
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1 And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the
children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim
and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing
out of the land of Egypt.

2 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness;
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2. The second year
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1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent
of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after
they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying:

2 'Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, by
their families, by their fathers' houses, according to the number of names,
every male, by their polls;
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1 And it came to pass on the day that Moses had made an end of setting
up the tabernacle, and had anointed it and sanctified it, and all the
furniture thereof, and the altar and all the vessels thereof, and had
anointed them and sanctified them;
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1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the
first month of the second year after they were come out of the land of

Egypt, saying:

2 'Let the children of Israel keep the passover in its appointed season.

6 But there were certain men, who were unclean by the dead body of a
man, so that they could not keep the passover on that day; and they came
before Moses and before Aaron on that day.

11 in the second month on the fourteenth day at dusk they shall keep it;
they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs;
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11 And it came to pass in the second year, in the second month, on the
twentieth day of the month, that the cloud was taken up from over the
tabernacle of the testimony.

12 And the children of Israel set forward by their stages out of the
wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud abode in the wilderness of Paran.--

13 And they took their first journey, according to the commandment of
the LORD by the hand of Moses.

33 And they set forward from the mount of the LORD three days'
journey; and the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them
three days' journey, to seek out a resting-place for them.

34 And the cloud of the LORD was over them by day, when they set
forward from the camp. {S}

35 And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said: 'Rise
up, O LORD, and let Thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate
Thee flee before Thee.’

36 And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, unto the ten thousands
of the families of Israel.' {P}
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3. The 40" year:
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1 These are the words which Moses spoke unto all Israel beyond the
Jordan; in the wilderness, in the Arabah, over against Suph, between
Paran and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Di-zahab.

2 It is eleven days journey from Horeb unto Kadesh-barnea by the way
of mount Seir.

4. The Agricultural year
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10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them: When ye are
come into the land which | give unto you, and shall reap the harvest
thereof, then ye shall bring the sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest
unto the priest.

11 And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for
you; on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.

15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the day of rest,
from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the waving; seven weeks shall
there be complete;

16 even unto the morrow after the seventh week shall ye number fifty
days; and ye shall present a new meal-offering unto the LORD.

17 Ye shall bring out of your dwellings two wave-loaves of two tenth
parts of an ephah; they shall be of fine flour, they shall be baked with
leaven, for first-fruits unto the LORD.
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26 Also in the day of the first-fruits, when ye bring a new meal-offering
unto the LORD in your feast of weeks, ye shall have a holy convocation:
ye shall do no manner of servile work;
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1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the LORD
thy God give thee for an inheritance, and dost possess it, and dwell
therein;

2 that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou
shalt bring in from thy land that the LORD thy God giveth thee; and
thou shalt put it in a basket and shalt go unto the place which the LORD

thy God shall choose to cause His name to dwell there.

3 And thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say
unto him: 'l profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that I am come
unto the land which the LORD swore unto our fathers to give us.'

4 And the priest shall take the basket out of thy hand, and set it down
before the altar of the LORD thy God.

5 And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God: 'A wandering
Aramean was my father, and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned
there, few in number; and he became there a nation, great, mighty, and

populous.

6 And the Egyptians dealt ill with us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us
hard bondage.

7 And we cried unto the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD
heard our voice, and saw our affliction, and our toil, and our oppression.

8 And the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and
with an outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and
with wonders.

9 And He hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey.

10 And now, behold, I have brought the first of the fruit of the land,
which Thou, O LORD, hast given me." And thou shalt set it down before
the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy God.

11 And thou shalt rejoice in all the good which the LORD thy God hath
given unto thee, and unto thy house, thou, and the Levite, and the
stranger that is in the midst of thee. {S}
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