Chinuch and Chanukah: From Miracles to Matanos

WHAT IS A MIRACLE?

- Oxford English Dictionary
o “A marvelous event occurring within human experience, which cannot have been
brought about by human power or by the operation of any natural agency, and must
therefore be ascribed to the special intervention of the deity or of some supernatural
being. An act exhibiting control over the laws of nature.”

- Rav Hutner zt”l — retzonos of God

- Ramban (Shiur #23: Miracles, Nature and what Lies Between: Ramban on Hashgacha - Rav
Joshua Amaru)

o “The Ramban places great emphasis on miracles which come in two types. The first are
public, revealed miracles such as those associated with the Exodus. These serve to testify
to the fact of hashgacha. They can affect both individuals and whole nations and are
easily identified in that they involve an explicit breach in the laws of nature. They do not
happen frequently, and therefore the Torah instituted many mitzvot to commemorate
them and thus maintain the consciousness that God is involved in the world. Vigilance is
needed precisely because the world most often proceeds along its natural course.”

o “There is another, more subtle way that God interacts with the world. The Ramban calls
these interactions “hidden miracles” and it is on this level that hashgacha peratit and
reward and punishment are mostly manifest. These too are miracles — interruptions in
the natural order of events, but they differ from revealed miracles in that they appear to
be cases of things proceeding in accordance with ordinary natural cause and effect. Itis
in this way that reward and punishment, both on a national and on a personal level, are
integrated into our lives. We do not see God interfering with nature — perhaps because
if we could it would undermine our ability to even conceive of nature as a stable entity,
but he does interfere nonetheless and causes people to receive both reward and
punishment.”

CHILDREN’S UNDERSTANDING OF MIRACLES

- Vaden, V.C. and Woolley, J.D. (2011). Does God make it real? Children’s belief in religious
stories from the Judeo-Christian tradition. Child Development 82, 1120-1135
o Children by age 7 already do not believe in magic
o 6-year-old children likely to believe that a familiar story of unusual events happened
especially if it involves God.
- Woolley, J.D. and Dunham, J.A. (2017). Children’s beliefs about miracles. Journal of Cognition
and Culture 17, 73 — 93.
o Two divergent hypotheses:
= “..due to their growing disbelief in magical events, children will exhibit
difficulty believing in miracles as real-world events, and so will refrain from
using them to explain events.”
= “ _.atleast among children from religious backgrounds, their growing knowledge
of God and his involvement in miracles may enable belief in the real-world
existence of miracles and legitimize them as explanatory devices.”
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o “Perhaps the most striking aspect of children’s conceptions of miracles was the extent
to which children viewed miracles not just as rare events that happened in the Bible, but
as real events that were potentially intertwined with their everyday lives.”

o “..events without natural explanations are more likely to be considered miraculous, but
children may still assign a role to God in rare or unexpected events, even when another

explanation is present.”

= “Some children in our sample even explicitly attempted to merge science and
God in their explanations, for example suggesting that, ‘God gave scientists the
idea,” and that ‘God told the scientists what to do at a certain time and they put
it together and it was formed.””

o “We have shown that children consider violations of causal regularities and the financial
status of the recipient most critical in their judgement of the miraculous nature of an
event, and presence of an alternative explanation and involvement of prayer as also
important but to a lesser degree.”

MIRACLE OF CHANUKAH

(1) Begin the eight days of Chanukah.
/These days are observed/ because at /the time
of/ the second Beys Ha-Mikdash, when evil
kings ruled, they imposed decrees upon the
Jews and banned their religious observance
and did not let them engage in Torah /study/
and /the performance of/ mitzvos. /The op-
pressors/ wrested their possessions and their
daughters from them, they entered the Tem-
ple and acted in violation of its /sanctity/ and
they made all the /halachically/ clean articles
unclean. The Jews suffered greatly from them
and were hard-pressed by them.

/This continued/ until the God of our fathers
had mercy on /the Jews/ and delivered them
from the hands of those /evil kings/ and saved
them. The sons of Chashmonai, the chief ko-
hanim, prevailed /over those kings/ and killed
them and delivered lsrael from their hands.
The throne returned to Israel for /a period of/
more than two hundred years /thereafter/,
until the second destruction /of the Beys Ha-
Mikdash/.

When the Jews prevailed over their enemies
and annihilated them, it was the twenty-fifth
of Kisleyv. They entered the Temple and did
not find /halachically/ clean oil in the Beys
Ha-Mikdash, except for one jug, which was
lying /unspoiled/ with the seal of the chief ko-
heyn. Its /contents/ were insufficient for kin-
dling /the lights of the Beys Ha-Mikdash/, ex-
cept for one day only. A miracle occurred and
the lights of the array /there/ were lit from it
for eight days, until olives were crushed and

/halachically/ clean oil was extracted /from
them/.

Mishnah Berurah 670
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Gemara Shabbos 22a
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And there was sufficient oil there to light the candelabrum for only one day. A miracle occurred and
they lit the candelabrum from it eight days. The next year the Sages instituted those days and made
them holidays with recitation of hallel and special thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.

Rambam Hilchos Chanukah 3:3
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Because of this, the sages of that generation ruled that the eight days beginning with the twenty-fifth
of Kislev should be observed as days of rejoicing and hallel. Lamps are lit in the evening over the doors
of the homes, on each of the eight nights, so as to display the miracle. These days are called Hanukkah...

QUESTIONS TO ASK CHILDREN
- Thanksgiving
o Whenis it appropriate to say, “thank you?”
o What is something for which you have gratitude?
- Simcha
o What makes you happy?
- Praise
o Why are we praising God? Does he really need it?
o How does praising God change us?
- Miracles
o What do you think a miracle is?
o Have you ever seen a miracle?
o Are miracles in real life or just in the Torah?
o Why do you think miracles happen?

EXPRESSING OUR VALUES TO OUR CHILDREN — REASONS FOR GELT

GIFTS
Gemara Pesachim 109a
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o The Sages taught: A man is obligated to gladden his children and the members of his
household on a Festival, as it is stated: “And you shall rejoice on your Festival, you,
and your son, and your daughter, and your manservant, and your maidservant, and the
Levite, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow that are within your gates”
(Deuteronomy 16:14).

Questions to consider:
o How do you feel when you get a gift?
o Why give gifts to other people?
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FAMILY’S STATION IN LIFE AND TZEDAKAH
Shulchan Aruch 671
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Even a poor person who is supported by charity must solicit aid or sell his garment and buy oil to kindle.

Magen Avraham 670
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Belzer Rav — give to all children so as not to embarrass any one

Questions to consider:

o Why is publicizing (showing other people) the miracle so important?

o What do you most value in the world and why?

o What is something you have that you could live without?

o Why might it be embarrassing for a poor child to collect Tzedakah? How can we help
children less fortunate than our family?

o What are the most important tzedakos (charities) to our family? To you personally?

MINDFULNESS — being present —aware of your space, your environment, the timing, etc.
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Questions to consider:

o How does our environment affect our behavior?

o What makes one space appropriate to play in and another more appropriate for davening?

o Why is the Ner Chanukah so special? How does the Ner Chanukah change our
environment?

PRIORITY OF TORAH AND CHINUCH

Parshas Mattos
Reuven and Gad make a request to remain on the other side of the Jordan and not enter Israel like the
other tribes.
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16. They approached him and said, "We will build
sheepfolds for our livestock here and cities for our
children.

Moshe’s response:

24. So build yourselves cities for your children and
enclosures for your sheep, and what has proceeded
from your mouth you shall do."

Rashi 32:16

We shall build sheepfolds for our livestock here:
They were more concerned about their possessions
than about their sons and daughters, since they
mentioned their livestock before [mentioning] their
children. Moses said to them, “Not so! Treat the
fundamental as a fundamental, and the matter of
secondary importance as a matter of secondary
importance. First ‘build cities for your children,” and
afterwards 'enclosures for your sheep’ (verse 24) -
[Mid. Tanchuma Mattos 7]

Emes L’Yaakov on Shulchan Aruch
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Siftei Chayim - Rabbi Chaim Friedlander (Moadim, Volume 2: p. 134)

Greeks forbid learning Torah so children couldn't learn. After the war with the Greeks, parents
reintroduced Torah to their children but had to bribe them to learn.

Questions to consider:

o How does Torah support us and how do we support Torah?
o How do we make Torah a priority in our home? In our community?
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