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Children in the Synagogue [Abridged]

1. Tana D’Vei Elivahu Rabbah (Ch. 13)
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2. Tractate Avos 2:8
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Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai had five disciples and they were these: Rabbi Eliezer ben
Hyrcanus, Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah, Rabbi Yose, the priest, Rabbi Shimon ben
Nethaneel and Rabbi Eleazar ben Arach. He [Rabbi Johanan] used to list their
outstanding virtues...Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah happy is the woman that gave
birth to him.

3. Bartenura (Avos 2:8)
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"Happy is the one who gave birth to him": Rendered happy by good character traits is
one who the whole world says about him, "happy is the one who gave birth to him."
And some say, because she caused him to be a sage. For she would go out to all of the
study halls in her town and say to them, "I request from you that you should seek
mercy (pray) for this embryo that is in my innards, that he should be a sage." And from
the day that he was born, she did not remove his crib from the study hall, so that
only words of Torah would enter his ears.
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4. Talmud, Chagigah (3a)!
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There was an incident involving Rabbi Yohanan ben Beroka and Rabbi Elazar ben
Hisma, when they went to greet Rabbi Yehoshua in Peki’in...

“Assemble the people, the men and the women and the little ones” (Deuteronomy
31:12). If men come to learn, and women, who might not understand, come at least to
hear, why do the little ones come? They come in order for God to give a reward to
those who bring them. Rabbi Yehoshua said to them: This good pearl of wisdom was in
your hands, and you tried to conceal it from me?

5. Or HaChaim (Deut. 31:13)?
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6. Tosafos (Chagigah 3a, s.v. k’dei)’
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In order to give reward to those that bring them:
And upon this, [people] have relied to bring small children to the synagogue.

7. Rema (O.C. 149:1)*
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Some say that we should bring children to kiss the Torah in order to educate them and
train them to do mitzvos, and that is the [prevalent] custom. [Or Zaruah]

8. Mishnah Berurah (147:7)
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L Cf. Avos D ’Rabbi Nosson (18:2).

Z See also Maharsha (Chagigah 3a) and 7a’am V’Da’as (Deut. 31:13). For alternative approaches see Ramban
(Deut. 31:13), Gur Aryeh (ad. loc.) Kli Yakar (Deut. 31:12), Ben Yehoyadah (Chagigah 3a, s.v. K’Dei), and lyun
Ya’akov (Chagigah 3a, s.v. V'’Li Nireh).

® For an earlier source see Tratate Sofrim (18:4-6).

* The practice of children kissing the Torah scroll is based on Or Zaruah (2:48). Kaf HaChaim (149:10) points out
that it is the common custom for adults to kiss the Torah as well. He proceeds to address whether adults are expected
to escort the Torah as well.




9. Magen Avraham (124:11)°
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10. Mishnah Berurah (689:18-19)
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11. R. Yitzchok Zilberstein, Chashukei Chemed Haggadah (p. 189)
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® Mishnah Berurah (124:28) rules accordingly.




12. Toras Moshe (Nitzavim, p. 52)
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13. Shnei Luchos HaBris (Aseres HaDibros, Tractate Tamid, ch. Ner Mitzvah, par. 130)
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14. R. Shlomo Wolbe, Planting and Building in Education Raising a Jewish Child (pp.

61-63). Feldheim Publishers.?

However, the central problem is not the disturbance in shul. Rather, it is the
insensitivity we cultivate when we bring these miniature children to shul. A child
must appreciate, from the moment his feet cross the threshold, that he is in a special
place, a place of moreh Mikdash — awe of sanctity. We must develop the feeling in our
children that it is impossible to play in shul and we should not bring children who are
too young to feel this. The longer we delay the child’s first visit to shul, the more
the child will understand what transpires there and the better his long-term
relationship with shul will be. When a child is brought to shul too early, the shul is
transformed into a playground. It will be very difficult to change these patterns of
thought and behavior later and to create in an adult the feeling of awe that should have
been associated with shul since childhood. Who knows if such damage can ever be
repaired?

15. Birkei Yosef (96:1)
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® This is akin to the Rambam who suggests in the Guide for the Perplexed (3:47) that the reason for many of the
ritual impurity laws was to deter people from frequenting the Temple, thereby detracting from one’s feeling of awe.
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16. R. Yisroel Dovid Harfenes, Chinuch Yisrael (Vol. 2, Ch. 10, fn. 10, p. 589)
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17. Talmud Yerushalmi, Yevamos (1:6)
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[R. Dosa ben Hyrkanus] said, lift my eyelids so | can see the Sages of Israel. He saw
Rebbi Joshua and said to him: “To whom will one teach knowledge?” | remember
that his mother brought his crib to the Synagogue that his ears should cling to the
words of the Torah.

18. Meshech Chochmah (Deut. 31:12)’
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19. R. Yosef Tzvi Rimon, Responsa on "'Children in the Synagogue"' 8.29.2022
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" A similar observation is made by Sheiris Menachem (Vol. 1, p. 394), cited in Nitzotzei HaShas (Chagigah, p. 782).
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20. R. Reuvein Margolies, Nitzotzei Or (Orlah 1:7)
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21. R. Eliezer Rabinovitch, Chinuch HaBanim K’Hilchaso (Ch. 35, fn. 1, p. 306)
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