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Chazal's Ambivalence About the Uniqueness of the Ten Commandments
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Tefillin from the Cairo Genizah

Among the many objects discovered at the famed Cairo Geniza, were conically shaped tefillin, tefillin overlaid
.with gold, tefillin with the decalogue included etc
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GARY N. KNOPPERS

This shows us that even in medieval times, there were schismatic
sects who did not follow standardized Talmudic rulings re: tefillin
((all of the above are expressly forbidden in the Talmud

Conical shaped tefillin from the Cairo Geniza

between the two groups. In Jewish tadition,
‘ imlll boxes with inscribed parchments that are

the ke the form of small stone inscrip-
tions that were hung on or mounted y

on walls in pi houses, cither in the
entrance or in the largest room.* 1 h as the Samari reflect
a more literal interpretation of Deuteronomy than do the Jewish mezuzor,
they may bear witness to the older of the two. practi i
In lace anciquity, the Samaritan mearzol
tateuchal texts, such as the Priestly Bl r

attested by the Nash P §
L JA,JM (line 158), the Qumran
uzah; 8Q4), Joscphus (Ant. 4213)
always include the Shem:
cords” and other selections fron

in 1903,
judgment on ity %

as s traccs of original folds). He further noted

the Qumran fefillin corpus might be taken to imply

simply not yet been fixed by the first century c.E,

ikely. Finally, he contrasted the Qumran tefillin

‘at and correlated the latter with the dominance

lation in the late first century. Kuhn also paid attention to

s were folded and the order of the texts they contained.

hich paid . to how the frag; were folded and

y

dered it outdated.
\ Vermes 1nvestigmed, whether tefillin with the
at Qumran were likely to have reflected unex-
ractices, rather than have been limited to the
 the trence of the Decalogue in

these in 19692 Prior to this time
es, perhaps because none of the
‘adin dealt with the con-




