A Light Unto the Nations Within or Without: the Paradigms of Yehuda and Yosef
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Rabbi Ya’akov Trump

1. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 676:3

Someone who did not light and will not be lighting that
night and no one lights for him at home, upon seeing
the candles of Chanukah says the bracha of she’asa
nisim and on the first night also shehechiyanu.
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2. Talmud, Shabbas 21b-22a

R. Kahana said, R. Nathan b. Minyomi expounded in R.
Tanhum's name: If a Hanukkah lamp is placed above
twenty cubits [from the ground] it is unfit, like sukkah
and a cross-beam over [the entrance of] an alley.

R. Kahana also said, R. Nathan b. Minyomi expounded in
R. Tanhum's name: Why is it written, and the pit was
empty, there was no water in it? From the implication of
what is said, 'and the pit was empty', do I not know that
there was no water in it; what then is taught by, ‘there was
no water in it'? There was no water, yet there were snakes
and scorpions in it.
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3. Bereishis (37:8)
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4. Seforno, Bereishis (37:25)

8 And his brethren said to him: 'Shalt thou indeed reign over
us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?' And they
hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.

The verse tells us that they thought that Yosef was
plotting to kill them in this or the next world or both. The
Torah says that someone who comes to kill you should be
eradicated first (Sanhedrin 72a).
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5. Rashi, Bereshis (28:11)

And he placed them at his head - ... They began to fight
with one another. This one said ‘on me the tzadik will
place his head,” and this one said ‘on me the tzadik will
place his head.” Immediately H made them into one
stone. This is what it says (verse 18) “And he took the
stone which he placed at his head.”
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6. Bereishis Rabba, (68:11)

And he took from the stones of the place. ... R. Yehuda
said: he took 12 stones. H’ decreed that he would establish
12 tribes. He [Yaakov] said: Avraham did not establish
them, Yitzchak did not establish them and I, if they
cooperate with one another, I will know I will establish
the 12 tribes. Since they cooperated he knew he would
establish the 12 tribes.
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7. Yechezkel (37:16-22)

16. "And you, son of man, take for yourself one stick
and write upon it, 'For Judah and for the children of
Israel his companions'; and take one stick and write
upon it, 'For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and all the
house of Israel, his companions.'

17. And bring them close, one to the other into one
stick, and they shall be one in your hand.

18. And when the children of your people say to
you, saying, 'Will you not tell us what these are to
you?'

19. Say to them, So says the Lord God: Behold I will
take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of
Ephraim and the tribes of Israel his companions,
and I will place them with him with the stick of
Judah, and I will make them into one stick, and
they shall become one in My hand.

20. And the sticks upon which you shall write shall
be in your hand before their eyes.
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21. And say to them, So says the Lord God: Behold I
will take the children of Israel from among the
nations where they have gone, and I will gather
them from every side, and I will bring them to their
land.

22. And I will make them into one nation in the
land upon the mountains of Israel, and one king
shall be to them all as a king; and they shall no
longer be two nations, neither shall they be divided
into two kingdoms anymore.
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8. Zohar (Section 2[Shmos],Parshas Vayeira)

But the fundamental depth of the matter of Rachel and
Leah [is that they are] 2 worlds: one the covered world
and one the revealed world. And owing to this [Leah]
was buried in the cave and covered, and she [Rachel]
was put at the cross roads, in public. And because of
this Ya’akov did not bring her to the cave and not even
to another city...Because he knew that her place is the
revealed place.
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9. Bereishis (45:9)

'So said your son, Joseph: "God has made me a lord over all
the Egyptians.”
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10. Hoshea (7:8)

Ephraim mingles with the peoples
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11. Tanchuma, Vayigash (12:12)

Another explanation: “And he sent Yehuda ahead of him to Yosefto | {99939 noy 5X 12195 R5W 9799° DRI X779
teach in front of him.” What does this mean? Rabbi Nechemia says 915 1 . , »30Y
to establish a Beis Medrash that there should be teaching of Torah, N"337 Pphin? °nn1’A nK 3an .11

that the Shvotim should be involved in Torah.
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12. Bereishis (37:4)

Son of his old age: Heb. - o377 13, for he was born to him in his old age Jnapt nyy o 51w . Q°1IPT 72

(Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 38). Onkelos rendered: for he was a wise son to
him. Whatever he had learned from Shem and Eber he gave over to him.

5 17°% X371 07517 72 23N DIPPINI
9901 92Y1 QWn YW AN

13. Talmud, Zevochim (112b)

When they came to shiloh, bamoth were

[again] forbidden. [the tabernacle] there had no roof, but
[consisted of] a stone edifice ceiled with curtains, and that
was the ‘rest’ [alluded to in scripture]: most holy sacrifices
were eaten [there] within the curtains, and lesser
sacrifices and second tithe [were eaten] wherever
[shiloh] could be seen...

When they came to Jerusalem, bamoth were

forbidden and were never again permitted, and that was
the ‘inheritance’. most holy sacrifices were eaten within
the curtains, and lesser sacrifices and second tithe within

the wall [of Jerusalem].
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14. Talmud, Sotah (36b)

And she caught him by his garment, saying etc At that
moment his father's image came and appeared to him
through the window and said: 'Joseph, thy brothers will
have their names inscribed upon the stones of the ephod
and thine amongst theirs; is it thy wish to have thy name
expunged from amongst theirs and be called an associate of
harlots?'
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15. Talmud, Zevochim (118b)

R. Abbahu said: Scripture says, Joseph is a fruitful vine, a
fruitful vine through the eye: [this means,] let the eye
which would not feed upon and enjoy that which did not
belong to it, be privileged to eat [of sacrifices] as far as it
can see.

N9D 12 UM PWRIA : XIP PR ,IOK 73X 27
NI T2 AN XPW 1Y,V °9Y 0D 73 o

PP XM SORNY 7910 ,I5W IRW 120

16. Vayikra Rabba (15:9)

They [the Greeks] would say “Write on the horn of an ox
that you have no portion in the Torah of Israel.”
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