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YU Torah Mi-Tzion Kollel Choshen Mishpat Series: Chaburah #5-#7

R’ Yona Reiss

Questions Presented:

1.

Reuven summons a corporation wholly owned by Shimon to Bet Din, and also
summons Shimon. In the meantime, Shimon declares bankruptcy. Are there any
limitations in terms of the involvement of Bet Din in the case?

Can Reuven threaten to take Shimon to civil court in order to gain leverage so that
he pressures Shimon into settling the case out of court?

A yeshiva has a huge bill of unpaid tuition that it wishes to collect from a
delinquent family. Since it is only a case of bill collection, can they go straight to
the civil courts to collect the payment without stopping by Bet Din?

Bet Din has issued a decision but the loser refuses to pay. Can the winner enforce
the decision in civil court, together with attorneys’ fees and punitive interest?
Reuven is afraid that he is about to get fired from his job and that he will lose
access to all of his files. He turns to his local Bet Din to issue an injunction not to
fire him and not to deny him access to his files. Should the Bet Din issue the
injunction? Can Reuven turn to a secular court for the injunction?

A case is brought to Beth Din by a landlord who wishes to raise his tenant’s rent
or else evict the tenant, but according to rent control laws, the landlord would not
be able to carry through this course of action. Does rent control law matter from
the perspective of the Beth Din?

In an action for the enforcement of a real estate contract and deed by the
purchaser, it emerges that the deed was never recorded in the land records of the
State of Illinois. Should that have any bearing on the Beth Din’s decision?
Assume that according to secular law, (a) an unlicensed real estate broker would
be in violation of law for accepting a broker’s fee, (b) an unlicensed construction
contractor would not be able to enforce collection of a contracting fee despite the
fact that the work was completed in impeccable fashion, and (c) an unlicensed car
mechanic would be entitled to collect a fee for a simple car repair but would be
obligated to register for a license after the fact. Should Beth Din treat any of
these cases differently, assuming that there are grounds for the worker in each of
these cases to collect a fee according to principles of Jewish law?
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