
Catching the Eclipse with the

Torah 

Lens



What is a Solar Eclipse?



What does the Torah Say About it?



Tanach

Yoel 3:4

Yirmiyahu 10:2

ךְד שׁ יֵהָפֵךְ לְחֹשֶּׁׁ מֶּׁ בּוֹא , לִפְנֵי--וְהַיָרֵחַ לְדָם, הַשֶּׁ

. וְהַנּוֹרָא, הַגָדוֹל, היוֹם 

4 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon 

into blood, before the great and terrible day of the 

LORD come. 

תא ר , הַדָבָר-שִׁמְעוּ אֶּׁ ר דִבֶּּׁ םה אֲשֶּׁׁ בֵּית --עֲלֵיכֶּׁ

.  יִשְרָאֵל

1 Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto 

you, O house of Israel; 

ל, הכֹה אָמַר ב ךְ הַגוֹיִם אַל-אֶּׁ רֶּׁ ,  תִלְמָדוּ-דֶּׁ

, יֵחַתוּ הַגוֹיִם-כִי:תֵחָתוּ-אַל, וּמֵאֹתוֹת הַשָמַיִם

.  מֵהֵמָה

2 thus saith the LORD: Learn not the way of the nations, 

and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the 

nations are dismayed at them



Talmud

Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 29a

Our Rabbis taught, When the sun is in eclipse, it is a bad omen for the whole world. This may be 
illustrated by a parable. To what can this be compared? To a human being who made a banquet 
for his servants and put up for them a lamp. When he became wroth with them he said to his 
servant, ‘Take away the lamp from them, and let them sit in the dark’. It was taught: R. Meir 
said, Whenever the luminaries are in eclipse, it is a bad omen for Israel since they are inured to 
blows. This may be compared to a school teacher who comes to school with a strap in his hand. 
Who becomes apprehensive? He who is accustomed to be daily punished. Our Rabbis taught, 
When the sun is in eclipse it is a bad omen for idolaters; when the moon is in eclipse, it is a bad 
omen for Israel, since Israel reckons by the moon and idolaters by the sun. If it is in eclipse in 
the east, it is a bad omen for those who dwell in the east; if in the west, it is a bad omen for those 
who dwell in the west; if in the midst of heaven it is bad omen for the whole world. If its face is 
red as blood, [it is a sign that] the sword is coming to the world; if it is like sack-cloth,28 the 
arrows of famine are coming to the world; if it resembles both, the sword and the arrows of 
famine are coming to the world. If the eclipse is at sunset calamity will tarry in its coming; if at 
dawn, it hastens on its way: but some say the order is to be reversed. And there is no nation 
which is smitten that its gods are not smitten together with it, as it is said, And against all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments. But when Israel fulfil the will of the Omnipresent, they 
need have no fear of all these [omens] as it is said, Thus saith the Lord,’ Learn not the way of the 
nations, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the nations are dismayed at them, the 
idolaters will be dismayed, but Israel will not be dismayed. Our Rabbis taught, On account of 
four things is the sun in eclipse: On account of an Ab Beth din who died and was not mourned 
fittingly; on account of a betrothed maiden who cried out aloud in the city and there was none to 
save her; on account of sodomy, and on account of two brothers whose blood was shed at the 
same time. And on account of four things are the luminaries in eclipse: On account of those who 
perpetrate forgeries, on account of those who give false witness; on account of those who rear 
small cattle in the land of Israel; and on account of those who cut down good trees.



Science and Torah



Sunspots

Yaaros Devash, Chelek II, Drush 12

R. Yehonasan Eibeshitz, Eibeshitz, Prague, 1696-1764



A Parable

Maharam Shik al HaTorah, Vayikra

R. Moshe Shik, born in Slovakia, died in Chust, Ukraine, 1807–1879



How and Why

Aruch LaNer, Sukkah 29a

R. Yaakov Ettlinger, Altona, Prussia, 1798 – 1871

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altona,_Hamburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Prussia


How and Why

Shaarei Emunah, page 40

R. Menachem M. Schneerson, Brooklyn, 1902-1994

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menachem_Mendel_Schneerson


Eclipses in Jewish History



The Chafetz Chaim



5651 (1891)

Beis Kelm III, page 347

R. Simcha Zissel Ziv (1828-1898) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simcha_Zissel_Ziv


1914

Derech Sicha, page 17

R. Eliyah Lopian (1876-1970)

Battle of the Frontiers, August 22nd 1914

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elyah_Lopian


Perspective



Orchos Tzadikim, Shaar Hazechira 2


