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What is a Solar Eclipse?
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What does the Torah Say About it?
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Tanach

i//// Yoel 3:4

Yirmiyahu 10:2
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Talmud

Talmud Bavli, Sukkah 29a

Our Rabbis taught, When the sun is in eclipse, it is a bad omen for the whole world. This may be
illustrated by a parable. To what can this be compared? To a human being who made a banquet
for his servants and put up for them a lamp. When he became wroth with them he said to his
servant, ‘Take away the lamp from them, and let them sit in the dark’. It was taught: R. Meir
said, Whenever the luminaries are in eclipse, it is a bad omen for Israel since they are inured to
blows. This may be compared to a school teacher who comes to school with a strap in his hand.
Who becomes apprehensive? He who is accustomed to be daily punished. Our Rabbis taught,
When the sun is in eclipse it is a bad omen for idolaters; when the moon is in eclipse, it is a bad
omen for Israel, since Israel reckons by the moon and idolaters by the sun. If it is in eclipse in
the east, it is a bad omen for those who dwell in the east; if in the west, it is a bad omen for those
who dwell in the west; if in the midst of heaven it is bad omen for the whole world. If its face is
red as blood, [it is a sign that] the sword is coming to the world; if it is like sack-cloth,28 the
arrows of famine are coming to the world; if it resembles both, the sword and the arrows of
famine are coming to the world. If the eclipse is at sunset calamity will tarry in its coming; if at
dawn, it hastens on its way: but some say the order is to be reversed. And there is no nation
which is smitten that its gods are not smitten together with it, as it is said, And against all the
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments. But when Israel fulfil the will of the Omnipresent, they
need have no fear of all these [omens] as it is said, Thus saith the Lord,” Learn not the way of the
nations, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the nations are dismayed at them, the
idolaters will be dismayed, but Israel will not be dismayed. Our Rabbis taught, On account of
four things is the sun in eclipse: On account of an Ab Beth din who died and was not mourned
fittingly; on account of a betrothed maiden who cried out aloud in the city and there was none to
save her; on account of sodomy, and on account of two brothers whose blood was shed at the
same time. And on account of four things are the luminaries in eclipse: On account of those who
perpetrate forgeries, on account of those who give false witness; on account of those who rear
small cattle in the land of Israel; and on account of those who cut down good trees.
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Science and Torah




Sunspots

Yaaros Devash, Chelek Il, Drush 12

R. Yehonasan Eibeshitz, Eibeshitz, Prague, 1696-1764
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A Parable

Maharam Shik al HaTorah, Vayikra

R. Moshe Shik, born in Slovakia, died in Chust, Ukraine, 1807-1879
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How and Why

Aruch LaNer, Sukkah 29a

R. Yaakov Ettlinger, Altona, Prussia, 1798 — 1871
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Altona,_Hamburg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Prussia

How and Why
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menachem_Mendel_Schneerson




The Chafetz Chaim

7 Pm Sva gy DRIR TP oN

33 OWYD LAPWNY MUX DWW AN
BUI I NI AN TR AR Y
MOTIA O PYINIY AT MIRY R
oy 83 TIOAY YT RUT AT IBVIRG
THOMAY POT LOVET0N Mwal IR
-3 Moy Detien NNy “ovn Phe
MM NI PR meRnY obn

PO OV e Yv
oY U NTINT NRT ATy pUIED
AT aDURd e ©an Kw eD
DUIZN NP 5O VY VOB R PR MY

BT 2w
TTBIWIRY PN D A Em
DDPOLL? TYAR “OUan. DUT KR WOV
7 7333 DRI QUYL “DYIN0B. IRV
WwNPINRMB T Maw

"OIIAT ?Y NI DURONMA DWY XD
DIIAT TYAR DBPLB LA YY1 DR
7 ANWRT NP2 MRAN 22 MM

LM nEnn

4MINIT DR YN I Y m
TY PP AR mn Wabyn epbhd pobenon
QUG WMIPAD AN Bl Yy
SONBI AR — ANY oY R MR
T TYIR PRV IR IR URY
NPPWY  MpMyA DNY3 AnmIDh N
LYW AAYNNRY PP OIBIBR PN
SO RIMVIPY 0B AT PP 1A

TRYD AYPWe W TR —
W2 RY “P3n0me DOMY) M.
w30

nx¥INRMa yava yrawn Jan own
VI WUR) DOPIRT DR AP
LTBYI WOR N0 MR N

{ynd — nuyEna AP RORY BT YN

SR RYY R R WY

w— 12 DWW DINT PEN DN

wR Y3 AW RO 4R pER.T ~—
B R YR nwaRa v ﬂby
SPOM

: nmRy Wy —

% ;PP MAN DR MRIZ MBH ML
AT M P OOR




5651 (1891)

Beis Kelm lll, page 347

R. Simcha Zissel Ziv (1828-1898)
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simcha_Zissel_Ziv
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Derech Sicha, page 17 Ml ¢ R
- "* ‘ Battle of the Frontiers, August 22" 1914
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elyah_Lopian

Perspective




Orchos Tzadikim, Shaar Hazechira 2
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